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Dignified, Rewarding Christian Service 


The BOOK of LIFE 


As Representative 
or Field Manager of 


Men, Women, Pastors, Teachers, “Y’ Workers, Stu- 
dents . . . you will make bigger income and find sat- 
isfaction calling on leaders and parents not merely 
as a salesman but as a counselor in the field of Chris- 
tian character building. You do no “cold canvassing.” 
You sell only from selected leads and you work large- 
ly through ministers, educators, Sunday School su- 
perintendents and similar sponsors. 


MUCH MORE THAN ‘“‘a Set of Books” 


As a representative of The BOOK of LIFE you will find that 
selling these extraordinary volumes is not like usual sclling. 
This is due to the natural reaction of your prospects who see 
instantly in The BOOK of LIFE a mighty ally in the right 
guidance and upbringing of boys and girls. Based on the 
Bible The BOOK of LIFE begins with the little child and 
step by step reveals the wonders of God’s Word. This gradea 
family Bible Library guides growing young folks easily and 
naturally into the habit of reading, understanding and loving 
the Bible. 


Nothing Like It-Has No Competition! 


The BOOK of LIFE is truly a Bible Centered Christian Education Program and is approved and rec- 
ommended by leaders in all Protestant denominations. Says one minister, Ralph Eugene Bennett, 
Roanoke, Virginia, “I count it an honor to recommend The BOOK of LIFE for use in home and 









NEW 
24th Edition 


Volumes 
4100 Pages 
Almost 1000 Illustrations 










One Mother writes: 
"| treasure The BOOK 


church religious programs. It is so arranged, so printed, so embel- 













“Some children walk the high road 
While others tread the low; 
A mother can determine 
Which way her child will go.” 


Generous Earnings—Regular Bonuses 


lished as to instruct, inspire and inform.” 

Working with and through ministers like Dr. Bennett many full time 
salesmen make from $10,000 to $15,000 a year with opportunities of 
even higher earnings through advancement to position of Field Man- 
ager. Part time workers may earn $3,600 a year or more. The new 
24th Edition has Deluxe Red (simulated pigskin) binding stamped 
in 24 carat gold and black and plasticized against scuffing and soiling. 
This new binding has caught the popular fancy. Another good reason 
for acting now. 


NO DELIVERIES TO MAKE! 
All shipments of The BOOK of LIFE are made direct to cus- 
tomers from our home office. You concentrate your time solely 
on selling. Beside the many plans and sales aids which you will 
be supplied, we have an unusual monthly payment Honor Sys- 
tem plan which makes it possible for anyone to buy. If you 
have had experience in book selling and salesmen management 
your higher earnings will be realized more quickly but experi- 
ence is not necessary. We furnish you with a plan that is a 
proved success ... a very effective well-rounded selling pro- 
-— Contents of BOOK of LIFE 
Volume |: Bible Treasures for Little Folks. 
Volume 2: Bible Heroes and Pioneers. 


Volume 3: Bible a and Captains. 
Volume 4: Bible Prophets and Statesmen, 








of LIFE among my most 
useful books . . . has 
proved invaluable in 
teaching my children the 
truths of the Bible ... 
has been a great help to 
me in my own study of 
God's Word." 

Sales Representative 
says, "Frankly, it is the 
conviction that | am ren- 
dering a Christian serv- 
ice that enables me suc- 
cessfully to sell The 
BOOK of LIFE. A def- 
inite number of inter- 
views each day will 
underwrite your success. 
Selling The BOOK of 
LIFE is a ministry.” 








Although you need no previous experience and no financial investment to become 
a representative of The BOOK of LIFE we do select only men and women of good 
character possessing sincerity of purpose and enthusiasm. 
If you meet our requirements and are selected as our peer real you will 
receive careful and special training and preparation to which’ we 
help and supervision. You will receive a complete sales outfit and cae on plus 
plans that have been proved successful. You can enjoy a business of your own 
that is both financially and spiritually rewarding. 


Apply Now For Your Choice of Territory 
Here is an opportunity for true Christian service that can give you round-the-clock 


satisfaction year in and year out and put pu in your work during these 
challenging times. Bible —_- of he highest cole | have contributed their best 
ravel research through gh many years have — to 


to The K of LIFE. 
exchange 
“familiar with Bible Lands have Ea their 
richly. 


the value and _ service 
missionaries and ministers thoroug 
t study have contributed 
work ——— in its clarity, 


akin Many others through careful, 
forking together, these ex 
real and actual, 


perts have compiled a 
power and appeal. It makes the Bible and all the. Bible stands for 
a solid center, a sure foundation for rich and enduring family life. 
JOHN RUDIN & Co., INC. Dept EMI1, 1018 So. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Ill. 
See coupon on page 31 


Volume 5: Riches of Bible Poetry. 

Volume 6: ife 

Volume 7: Life and Letters of Paul of Tarsus. 
Volume 8: The Bible in the Home and Sc 


the Master. 


lex, etc. 
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JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY, Inc. 
Dept. EM11, 1018 So. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Ill. 

Gentlemen: Send me full particulars on proved successful sales plan 
and your new BOOK of LIFE brochure. 

















(Designate city or state) 
Note: With coupon send letter giving experience, education etc. 
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Advertisement 








Major Costas Kolonaris, Relief Director of the American Mission to Greeks, 
distributing U. S. surplus food to needy people of the village of Nea Artaki 


Dear Friends: 


I want you to excuse me, for the letter I’m sending to 
you. I am a very miserable girl because my cruel destiny 
gave me very bad strokes since I was but a little child. I 
was only 12 years old when I was affected by T.B. For ten 
whole years I have been sick in bed suffering bitterly. | 
have not experienced any joy in my life, and my lips have 
never smiled. I get awfully disappointed and tears roll 
down my face whenever I think that there is nobody to 
care for me. My mother tries so hard to support my 5 
younger brothers and sisters. They are not only very poor, 
but victims of the last earthquake too. Our house was 
completely destroyed, that is why they are living in a 
hut now. My sister who could help my mother a little got 
recently sick too. 

Please dear friends, don’t close your heart to my appeal 
and send whatever you want. If I had money to buy the 
medicine perhaps I would feel better. I'll be grateful to 
you all my life. All my hopes are set on you. 

Yours respectfully, 
Panayiota Demopoulou 
Sanitarium Soteria 
Athens, Greece 


How can we call ourselves Christians and refuse to put a smile on 
the lips of this girl? She certainly needs the Word of God as so many 
of the other 2,200 patients in this Sanitarium in Greece do. But as 
the Word of God is given to her, we must also make her feel in a 
tangible way our love by providing the needed medicine, food and 
clothing. The same we must do for her dear homeless earthquake- 
stricken family. : 

At this Thanksgiving season the Amer- 
ican Mission to Greeks has the —, 
ity of distributing to such needy families 
in Greece 2,000 food packages. With only 
one dollar 22 Ibs. of butter, cheese, beans 
and rice can be placed in the hands of 
a hungry family. This Thanksgiving, 
show you are thankful for your abund- 
ance by sharing. Remember that 2/3 of 
the people in the world go hungry 
every night, and over three out of the 
eight million are in Greece, whose pop- 
ulation is only eight million. Will they 
go hungry even after you have read this? 
Please send your gifts to Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Dept. E, P. O. 
Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (In Canada: 
90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ontario.) 


On children like this lad of Neos Mylotopos 
the future of the Protestant cause in Greece 
will one day depend. Already he knows 
what persecution means. Our prime respon- 
sibility is to the Protestant families of Greece. 
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A group of students at the Macedonian Bible Institute rejoice over their 
surplus food, parcels. Attendance at the Institute means heavy sacrifice 
on the part of both the students and their families. The institute was 
established and is maintained by the American Mission to Greeks. $25 
a month will open the Institute's doors. to another of the many appli- 
cants on the waiting list. Why not adopt one of these students? The 
picture, name and testimony of your student will be sent you, and you 
will be kept in continuing contact with his progress. 





The Mission built a play shed 
and supplied toys for about 40 
of these tots born of leper par- 
ents at the Athens leper colony, 
and completely isolated from 
them at birth. They need our min- 
istry for both body and soul. 








We give thanks to the Lord for your help and prayers which 
have made possible this continuing ministry: 


e Established and maintains— 
The only Evangelical Orphanage in Greece 
The only Evangelical Day School 
The only Evangelical bookstore, in the heart of Athens 
The only Evangelical printing establishment 
The only adult summer Bible Conference 
The Macedonian Bible Institute—largest in Greece 


@ Fully maintains the largest Evangelical children’s summer 
camp 


@ Owns and operates the largest Evangelical publishing house, 
with fully equipped printing plant 


e@ Maintains daily radio programs on four stations in the 
United States 


. 


e Publishes a gospel message every week as a paid advertise- 
ment in eight Greek newspapers in America and Greece 


e Assists hospitals, sanitariums and individuals by providing 
equipment, food, clothing and drugs 


@ Distributed over 300,000 Bibles and Testaments in Modern 
Greek (This was done mainly through the valuable as- 
sistance of the Million Testaments Campaign.) 


‘e Supports the largest number of Evangelical gospel workers 
in Greece 


Is the only Evangelical Faith Mission registered with the 
International Cooperation Administration of the United 
States Government for distribution of U. S. surplus food 
in Greece 

















LETTERS to the Editors 





SPANISH EVANGELICAL 


. I would like to make a comment 
or two on your “Window on the World” 
news section article [August] on Spain. 
There are some couples who, because either 
one or both of them were baptised as RC 
and thus not able to be married legally as 
Protestants, do get married with just the 
Evangelical ceremony. However, the average 
Spanish evangelical could not afford this. . . 
When one is married legally in this country, 
his wage is increased and even more so when 
children come. . . The average Spaniard 
could not afford to support his wife an 
children with the wage he receives as a 
single man. Then, too, . . . the children 
would be illegitimate as far as the RC law 
is concerned, and they would not be able 
to get legal papers such as passports, etc., 
later on in life. 

Did some evangelical give you the figure 
of around 35,000 Protestants in Spain? The 
Spanish government usually says there are 
around 20 to 30 thousand Protestants, but 
I have never heard an evangelical give the 
“born-again believer” figure to be more 
than 10 to 15 thousand. * 

We appreciate very much your suggestion 
“for church congregations to have meetings 
at which they vote official resolutions. . ; 
calling [Senators and Representatives] to 
vote against any aid to Spain whatsoever 
until these vile practices are abrogated.” 
May many Christians do this very thing. 
Spain needs the prayers of Christians every- 
where. 


Name withheld by request 


MISSIONARY DEFENDS AUTHOR 


The reactions to Peter Wagner's article, 
“You Can’t Be a Christian and . . . ,” have 
frankly upset me. When will American 
evangelicals realize that the dangers of 
Phariseeism are very real? I must come to 
the defense of a fellow missionary. I live 
in a land where certain highly respected 
and large Protestant denominations will 
sometimes suspend from church member- 
ship any woman who cuts her hair, wears 
short sleeves, or uses any makeup and any 
man or woman who touches tobacco or 
alcoholic beverages. These extreme Puritans 
consider themselves purer than others spirit- 
ually and are blind to the fact that pride 
has corrupted their souls; some even con- 
sign to hell those who do not obey their 
rules. If this is not the unpardonable sin, 
it is close to it. “If then you are dead with 
Christ in respect to the rudimental things 
of the world, why do you weigh yourselves 
down still with ordinances as if you lived 
in the world, such as: Do not touch, Do 
not taste, Do not handle? All these things 
perish with use according to the teachings 
and doctrines of men, which things have, 
in truth, some appearance of knowledge ip 
voluntary devotion, humility, and in disci- 
pline of the body, but they are worthle. 
except for the satisfaction of the flesh” (Col. 
2: 20-23, Almeida, translated from Portu: 
gese). # 

All too often it happens that those who 


most loudly condemn the cigarette and like ’ 


- 


2 


“evils” are those whose lives are most ob- 
viously lacking in personal holiness. Un- 
paid debts, fierce wrath, broken promises, 
etc. are really evil, and I have frequently 
and painfully observed these sins in the 
lives of those whose theology is sound and 
whose preaching includes a condemnation 
of the “vices.” 


I fully agree that we must not offend 
the conscience of a weaker brother, and 
for the record I participate in none of the 
vices. If I were a betting man, I would 
wager that Mr. Wagner doesn’t either. 
But this I know: rules such as “do not 
touch, do not taste, and do not handle” 
generate pride, pride corrupts judgment, 
and corrupted judgment opens the gate for 
real sin which brings swift condemnation 
from the world. Beware the leaven of the 
Pharisees! 

Paut B. SMITH, PRESIDENT 
WESTERN MISSION OF BRAZIL 
Monte Carmelo, Minas Gerais 
Brazil 


HERESY OR NO? 


- - - I am told ancient pagan religions 
were “esoteric,” which I find means they 
had one line of teaching for the outside 
world and another for the inside, the 
initiates. 

. . . After years of being known as ad- 
herents of some of the most blasphemous 
doctrines that have come up in Christen- 
dom, how does it come that these sup- 
posedly “repentant” people have not made 
a public statement of their error and made 
a public apology? A “repentance” that does 
not publicly clear oneself of errors publicly 
wrought, is something that I wouldn’t giv 
a nickel for... . ; 

FLORENCE CUMMINS 
Stanley, Wis. 


- In 1953 1. attended a six weeks 
summer session in a school with about 
fifty teachers of economics from various 
schools in eastern United States. . . . One 
Ph.D. was a Seventh-day Adventist from 
Atlantic Union, near Boston. We soon dis- 
covered that we absented ourselves from 
the pre-meal cocktails and were usually 
standing together with soft drinks at affairs 
where liquor was freely given the group by 
the business leaders of -*.2 city. 


Our conversations soon left economics, 
and we explored each other’s beliefs more 
thoroughly. As my master’s thesis had been 
in the field of small religious groups, I was 
fairly well acquainted with what had been 
taught me to be Seventh-day Adventist 
beliefs, but I found this man with a love 
and understanding commonly felt among 
believers with whom I have had fellowship 
through the years. Since that time I have 
explored further into the matter and have 
come to the same conclusion the recent 
ETERNITY article reached. 

: Rosert L. Wenpt 


“pSalem College 


Winston-Salem, N. C. 








Coulson Shepherd, 
Director 
(FOUNDED 1937) 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, Inc. 
_ BOX 682, G.P.O., NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 
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SECURITY © 


in Your Sunset Years 


Old age can be a wonderful time of 
life—if you have inward peace. It is 
wonderful to have the peace of God 
in your heart—the assurance of salva- 
tion and the joyous anticipation of 
seeing your Saviour face to face, and 
being re-united with loved ones who 
have gone before. 
But peace at sunset depends too 
upon material security, and enough 
independence so that you do not feel 
you are a burden to others. 
New York Bible Society Annui- 
ties can help you achieve the security 
that will safeguard your peace of mind. 
Write today for full information as 
to how you may have a guaranteed 
life-time income as dependable as the 
calendar—and at the same time share 
in a great missionary enterprise. 


REV. D. J. FANT, General 
WEW YORK BIBLE SOCIET 





NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. 18 

5 East 48th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 

Please send me Bs free booklet describing 
1ETY ANNU 








the N. Y. BIBLE ITY PLAN. 
Nome. 
Street. 
City. Stote. 
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SADNESS 


ice) 


SUNSHINE 





Con Mahe The Difference 


Tonight as you go to sleep thank God that you have a bed and that your children do not have to sleep in 


a barn or in a refugee cam 


Last winter the Continent of Europe suffered the worst weather of the century. Tens of thousands were 


made homeless and in certain distressed areas thousands of others were isolated from the out- 
side world and threatened with starvation. A new winter confronts them. Today many of them 
have not fully recovered from the disaster that struck them. And they face the coming winter 


with fear and forboding in their hearts. 

From Greece, Germany, Austria and Yugoslavia 
we have received many heart-rending appeals for help 
from God’s own children who have gone through 
much suffering. 

Added to this we have the plight of Europe's refu- 
gees who live under depressing and dismal circum: 
stances. One typical family writes: 

“As refugees from the Communists, we 
have lost everything. We are forced to live 
in a barn. There are eight of us in our family. 
Three sacks filled with straw serve as Our 
beds. We plead with you for help, not for 
ourselves, but for our children. Your parcel 
was a direct gift from God. May He continue 
to supply our daily bread through you.” 

How can we refuse such an appeal! The best way 
I know to help these refugees is to send them CARE 
parcels. CARE ago are already in European ware- 
houses and all that is needed to release them are your 
gifts. The European Evangelistic Crusade stands 
ready to translate your Christian love and sympathy 
into IMMEDIATE aid for these stricken people. 

In cooperation with the United States Government 
and the CARE organization. 

$1.00 will help us send one parcel containing 
20 Ibs. of food. 
$5.00 will help us send 5 packages or 100 Ibs. 
of food. 
$10.00 will help us send 10 packages or 200 
Ibs. of food. 
$100.00 will help us send 100 packages or 
2.000 Ibs. of food. 
We need your immediate help. You can make the 


difference. Yes, you can bring the 
SUNSHINE of God’s love into 
their SADDENED lives. 

Stretch out your hand of love 
across the ocean to your brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Life will take rev. Douglas G. Stewart 
on a new meaning for you when Director 
you realize that your gift will bring SUNSHINE into 
hearts that have had so much darkness. 

Send your gift today. YOU CAN MAKE THE 
DIFFERENCE. Please help God’s people in Europe 
during this Thanksgiving season. 
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; Europe's REFUGEE FUND 
g Rev. Douglas G: Stewart, F. R, G. S. 

; European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc.” 

{| (Member Mission 1. F. M. A.) 

: 811 Westview ‘Street, Dept. E 

« Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania 

YES, | want to bring sunshine into the saddened hearts of our 
: 
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Christian brethren.- Enclosed is my gift of $ for 
CARE parcels. 


NAME Reet ous 


ADDRESS 
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CITY STATE 





811 WESTVIEW STREET 
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PHILADELPHIA 19, PA. 
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LETTER; TO OUR 


READERS 





*FAMILY NEEDS * 








“ 


“<3 As I sit down to write you this month, there is only one thought 
“dominant in my mind—the faithfulness of God. Here in the office 
these days the conversation so often turns to the “Bible Study 
Hour” and ETERNITY, and just as surely as it does we end up dis- 
cussing the way God has blessed in these ministries in recent 
months. And I'm happy to be able to record our joy here for cer- 
tainly what is happening is not because of what we have done but 
a testimony to God's faithfulness: 


“O give thanks unto the Lord; 
for He is good; 
For His mercy endureth forever.” 


I started out to tell you about developments in the “Bible Study 
Hour” since starting on the N.B.C. network. It would take far 
more space than this column permits to do it properly, but in 
condensed form: 


Letters received from listeners: increased many times. 


Requests for literature and help: far greater than any equal period 
in our more than seven years of broadcasting. 
Gifts for the work: July and August record on our books the faith- 
fulness of the Lord and our friends as never before with one excep- 
tion—and this in the middle of the summer! 


Number of stations carrying the “Bible Study Hour”: Almost 
double the number releasing the program in June, 1956. 


Financial Report: All bills paid with a small balance (equal to 
less than one-half month’s expenses) on hand. | 


A more complete report has been prepared and is available. This 
report gives details of income and expenses for our last fiscal year 
and budget for the year ahead. If you would like to have a copy, 
drop me a note, and I'll be glad to see that one goes off to you at 
once. 


It is a great joy to realize that despite the tremendously increased 
expenses of the network the Lord through His people is providing 
for our needs. I emphasize this particularly because it is a testimony 
to God’s promise-keeping, and it also is important that all who read 
this and hear about it should realize that because we praise the 
Lord for all His goodness is no reason for us to stop praying for 
this greatly expanded and extended ministry. The greatly increased 
expenses continue week by week; so must our support in prayer 
and giving. 


Incidentally, because many of our friends have commented on 
the work of Anton Marco and Robert Elmore, the soloist and or- 

ist on our program, you may be interested in knowing that 
each of them-has recently released new records. I'll be glad to send 
you more information about this truly fine music on 3314 records if 
you write me. 


Cordially in Christ, 








Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 





ETERNITY has received a request that six 
Scofield Bibles be sent to students at the 
Madras Bible Seminary, 5 Waddell Road, 
Kilpauk, Madras 10, India. Possibly some 
church might be able to donate used pew 
Bibles for this worthy purpose, or perhaps 
friends would like to send Bibles directly 
to the Seminary. Whatever is done will be 
greatly appreciated and will be for you an 
investment in eternity. 








NURSES AIDES 

Positions now = for Nurses Aides. Salary 
ran from $180.00 to $220.00 per month for 
40 hour week. Evening and night differentials. 
ringe ts. Full maintenance $30.00 T 
month. Give full details of experience in first 
letter. 

Director of Nurses 
_ CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 

301 Sicomac Avenue Wyckoff, New Jersey 


—— 











POSITION OPEN 


Leading evangelical publication seeking 
alert young woman preferably with 
promotional experience to handle ad- 
vertisting. Box C, ETERNITY 











WANTED 


A Christian publishing company in the East 
wishes to contact a born-again -Christian 
qualified as a machinist-operator who can set 
type and care for two Linotype machines (Mer- 
genthaler, models 29 and 25). Please write to 


c/o Eternity, 1716 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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A Penny a Day 


(Not suck a large sum to invest for eternity) 
Will give spiritual sight to the blind 
HOW? 

For information write to 
THE CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE BLIND, INC. 
Founded in 1929 
430 East 141st Street - New York 54, N. Y. 


John Binns, Pres. James E. Bennett, Treas. { 


Rev. John Ernest Brown, Field Rep. 
\ 
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SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 


Nov. 1, 2, Grand Avenue Temple, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Nov. 4-9, Central 
Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Tex.; 
Nov. 11-16, First /- * Church, Mid- 
land, Tex.; Nov. 18, 25, also Nov. 
22, 29, Tenth Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Nov. 19, 26, New 
York Bible Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, New York, N. Y. 


ETERNITY 














NOW AND LATER 


Last month we told you about EtTEr- 
NiTy’s daughter, Toshii Shimoda, whom 
Dr. and Mrs. Barnhouse brought back 
with them from Hokkaido, Japan, where 
she taught Bible and English in a girls’ 
school. And here is a picture of Toshii, 
who has arrived safely in the U. S. and 
is already enrolled at Princeton to con- 
tinue her education. 





If the Lord moves upon your heart 
to send something for her scholarship 
fund, send your checks to ETERNITY, 
and mark them “For Toshii.” 


It took the fertile imagination of Dr. 
Vernon Grounds to ‘think up the pro- 
vocative subject, “If Man Ever Reaches 
Mars.” Since Mars has been in the news 
so recently, we believe this article will 
have more than normal interest. 


It is not often that ETERNITY reprints 
from other publications, but we were so 
impressed with Ray Stedman’s article on 
“True Separation” that we obtained 
gracious permission from Our Hope to 
share it with the 45,000 who'll be re- 
ceiving this issue of ETERNITY. 

a * 

In forthcoming issues ETERNITY will 
have the honor of presenting three 
highly significant articles on “authority” 
by Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, pastor of 
Westminster Chapel, London. The 
trilogy deals with the authority of Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Scriptures, and the 
Holy Spirit. We urge you to watch for 
these articles and encourage you to sub- 
scribe for extra magazines for all of 
your friends. Sorry we can’t say yet just 
which month the series will start. We 
hope it will not be later than January. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, our television program, and conference ministry to His everlasting glory. 
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IF MAN 
EVER REACHES 
MARS 


A very helpful text for every Christian to remember occurs 

in the Book of Deuteronomy, 29:29; “The secret things 
belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that 
we may do all the words of this law.” There are some things, 
consequently, about which the Bible tells us nothing, mys- 
teries locked up in the mind of God, mysteries which bafile 
our finding out, mysteries concerning which, for all our sci- 
ence and philosophy, we are now completely ignorant and 
may remain so forever. Hence any evangelical who presumes 
to discuss whether or not there is life like our own elsewhere 
in the cosmos must confess at the outset that he is grappling 
with a problem for which no solution has been revealed. At 
best Scripture contains merely a few vague hints with re- 
spect to this matter. Yet these hints, vague as they are, justi- 
fy an investigation of this important question—and un- 
deniably it is important, a question which will plague 
Christians more and more as time marches on, a question 
which cries out for contemporary rethinking. 

Perhaps it will be instructive for me to mention some of 
the factors which recently attracted my attention to this 
tantalizing problem. A while back a friend in Detroit sent 
me a three-fold inquiry. He asked in the first place: are 
there beings like ourselves living elsewhere in the universe? 
He asked in the second place: if such beings do exist, are 
they sinners like ourselves? He asked in the third place: 
if they are, has God provided redemption for them in Jesus 
Christ, or, because they do not belong to our human race, 
will they be redeemed in some other way? 

Shortly afterward, I came across an interesting letter 
which a correspondent contributed to the Christian Century, 
perhaps the outstanding organ of Protestant liberalism in 
our country. This is what he wrote: 


The author is President of Conservative Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Denver, Colo. 





6 Faith is the total committment of life to the will of God 





By VERNON GROUNDS 


No matter where men may journey, sin has been 
forgiven by faith in Jesus Christ crucified and 


resurrected. 


“Recent observations in astronomy may lead to revolu- 
tionary results in human thinking. The Hale telescope has 
revealed the existence in the universe of a billion galaxies. 
(A galaxy is an assembly of an immense number of stars and 
planets, of which the Milky Way is an example.) From this 
discovery Prof. Harlow Shapley, the eminent astronomer 
of Harvard University, reached the conclusion that one 
hundred million earths, peopled much like this earth, may 
exist. If this turns out to be true, it would have a tremen- 
dous effect on man’s scientific, religious, and general outlook. 
. . . It should be noted that there is no proof, as yet, 
that anything like human life is to be found on other 
planets. But the probability is so great and the consequences 
for religion would be so momentous that religious journals, 
religious thinkers and theological seminaries should begin to 
consider what is involved with the utmost seriousness.” 

Almost at the same time an article by Dr. Robert S. 
Richardson, astronomer at the Mt. Wilson and Palomar Ob- 
servatories, appeared in the Saturday Review. Rather sen- 
sationally entitled, “The Day After We Land on Mars,” it 
said in part: 

“Doubtless men have always dreamed of traveling to far- 
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off worlds more wonderful and (presumably) happier than 
their own. Until very recently the idea of travel beyond the 
Earth has hardly been more than a vague dream. Indeed, 
few ever contended that it could be anything else. Now sud- 
denly the spectacular advances in rocketry and electronics 
have made space travel a possibility within our life-time— 
within the next ten years, according to some. The prospect 
it holds before us is dazzling. The opportunities for discovery 
seem unlimited and our enthusiasm for exploration in space 
unbounded.” 

Then a few months later the Saturday Review featured 
a similar article, “The Planets Are Not Enough,” by the 
famous British astronaut, Arthur C. Clarke. In the course 
of his argument he asserted: 

“It seems incredible that ours should be the only in- 
habited planet among the millions of worlds that must exist 
among the stars, but we cannot solve this problem by 
speculating about it. If it can be solved at all it will be by 
visiting other planets to see for ourselves. . . . Though the 
difficulties of interstellar travel are stupendous they are not 
insuperable. It is by no means certain that Man must re- 
main trapped in the Solar System for eternity, never to know 
if he is a lonely freak without brothers and/or competitors. 

. The men of 500 or 1,000 years from now will have 
motivations very different from ours, but if they are men 
at all they will still burn with that restless curiosity which 
has driven us over this world and which is about to take us 
into space. Sooner or later we will come to the edge of the 
Solar System and will be looking out across the ultimate 
abyss. We may pause there for centuries, gathering our 
strength. Then we will reach out for the stars.” 

Hence by this configuration of factors I was prompted to 
reflect upon the issue of interstellar exploration and what it 
may imply. And my reflection has brought me thus far to 
some extremely tentative conclusions. Tentative as they are, 
I venture to share them with you. 

Now in order to keep this study within manageable 
limits we will deal with only two questions. First, is there 
life like our own anywhere else in the cosmos? Second, if 
some other planet does and can support life, will we ever be 
able to reach that body (and maybe even beyond!) across 
the vast emptiness of space, and if we do, will that achieve- 
ment revolutionize human nature? 


I 


Consider, then, the first of these two questions. Is. there 
life like our own anywhere else in the cosmos? Some astron- 
omers are emphatically affirmative. Dr. Harlow Shapley, 
for example, insists that there may be millions of earths in- 
habited by people somewhat like ourselves. That opinion, 
advanced by so outstanding a scientist, indicates that from 
the viewpoint of the available data there is at least a prob- 
ability that life like our own exists elsewhere than on this 
little globe. But keep this fact steadily in mind: as yet we 
have no convincing evidence whatever to support that be- 
lief. It is a conjecture, a pure and simple guess, not even a 
hypothesis. 

Keep in mind, furthermore, that we have good reasons 
for skepticism about the validity of Shapley’s speculation. In 
fact, five strong reasons militate against this learned guess. 
The first fact is this. The laws of chemistry are the same 
throughout the length and breadth of the cosmos. We know 
that by spectroanalysis of the stars. The second fact is this. 
Beyond a certain degree of heat, organized matter simply 
disintegrates; and most of the heavenly bodies are far too 
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hot for life in any conceivable form to exist. The third fact 
is this. Beyond a certain degree of cold, no activity is possi- 
ble since matter congeals into frozen inmobility; and many 
of the heavenly bodies are far too cold for life to exist. The 
fourth fact is this. Life requires a certain atmosphere, and 
the nature of an atmosphere is determined by the size of the 
heavenly body which it surrounds. Some of these bodies 
are so big that the atmosphere is too heavy to support life; 
some are so small that the atmosphere is too rarified to sup- 
port life. The fifth fact is this. Life requires water and other 
specific elements; and by some strange coincidence our 
earth has just the precise combination of all the elements 
essential for life to exist; indeed, our earth is a kind of freak, 
one of the oddities of the cosmos. It is really such an oddity 
that its fitness as a stage for life can hardly be dismissed as 
an accidental: mathematical probability forces us to con- 
clude that it is the product of creative purpose. 

Now put these five facts together, and what conclusion 
emerges? It is highly improbable that life like our own 
exists anywhere else in the universe. It may exist, to be sure. 
With Christian humility let us admit that, eschewing any 
unfounded dogmatism. At the same time, however, let us 
continue to insist that we have no convincing proof of life 
like our own existing elsewhere; let us also continue to in- 
sist that the chances are staggeringly against it. 

Yet for the sake of argument suppose we assume with Dr. 
Shapley that there are other earths, many of them perhaps, 
inhabited by beings somewhat like ourselves. Does that as- 
sumption in any way destroy or modify our evangelical faith? 
Not in the least! I answer in the negative unhesitatingly 
because the Bible says nothing for or against the supposition. 


(Continued on page 52) 








A “free-thinker” is not free; he is really a slave to his own self. God 
is not in his life, and his own soul is his supreme court whose decisions 
must ultimately be reversed. It is when we are bound to Christ that 
we become really free. A pamphlet came back from the printer with 
an interesting mistake. A word in a Bible verse evidently didn’t make 
sense to the compositor, and he changed it. “Casting down imagina- 
tions, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into activity. every thought to the obedience of 
Christ” (11 Cor. 10:5). That seems like a good thing to do, but God put 
it quite differently: fren n Rry Beye + Merge Bp sae to 4 
obedience of Christ.” Not activity, but captivity is the secret of spirit- 


ual knowledge and gi 
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TYPHOON 
LILLIAN 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 










Another report of a 


Christian work in the Orient 


Love cannot bless if it is not trusted 


W came back to Taipei from beautiful Sun-Moon Lake in 
central Formosa to learn that there was a typhoon warn- 
ing up and that our plane for Tokyo would be delayed for 
at least twenty-four hours. The paper announced that 
Typhoon Wanda, second of the year, was five hundred miles 
away. Rain so heavy that we could not see beyond the trees 
outside our window began to fall. The first typhoon of the 
year had been called Typhoon Sarah. There is no alphabet 
in Chinese! 

Much more impressive to us is Typhoon Lillian. She has 
been sweeping back and forth across this island for many 
years, blowing down official barriers, stirring lethargic people 
to action, and leaving an aftermath of blessing in her wake. 

James Dickson, born on a Dakota ranch and educated at 
Macalester College and Princeton Theological Seminary, 
spent a summer preaching in a little church in Canada. A 
church leader told of the great need on Formosa, and Jim 
and Lillian, his college classmate, decided to come out. The 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Canadian Presbyterian 
Church does not commission missionary wives. Just as a 
church calls a pastor not knowing sometimes what kind of 
a pastor’s wife is included in the bargain, so a missionary 
is sent to the field and his wife accompanies him. The Ca- 
nadians didn’t know what a bonus they were getting when 
Jim brought Lillian out with him. 


There was much to be done—the multitudinous duties 
that fall on a dedicated missionary, plus two languages to 
learn, for the people spoke the Amoy dialect of Chinese, 
and the island was under the control of the Japanese. It 
would be possible to write an article about Jim Dickson 
himself, for the Canadians got their money’s worth out of 
him a thousand times over. At present he is completing the 
building of a beautiful gray stone campus for the theological 
seminary, financing it all with funds received through the 
sale of the old campus, now a disreputable neighborhood. 
In addition to the seminary there are the thousand details 
that are given to the man who has the know-how. Once, for 
example, a chartered airplane arrived, and suddenly thirty- 
four people—missionaries and their wives and children—of 
another denomination descended upon the Dicksons unan- 
nounced with two truck loads of baggage. Jim went out and 
rented a small Chinese hotel and gave them their briefing 
for location, transportation, installation, and hiring of cooks 
for each family. Jim also has full charge of the work among 
the aboriginal peoples in the mountains of the island with 
scores of churches that must be reached on foot. The moun- 
tain people are amazed at his stamina for he has done a 
hundred miles on foot over precipitous paths in a weekend, 
and we saw how happily the children thronged around him 
when we went with him a mere mile or two to the most 
accessible of his dear villages. 


But this is a story about Lillian. Before the war she 
learned the languages, brought up two children, and ran the 
home of an active missionary. Just before the war the Dick- 
sons were on furlough, and the Canadian Board sent them 
to British Guiana when it was impossible for them to return 
to Formosa. When the Japanese were on the run, a U. S. 
Naval aviator, Lt. Com. Dowie, flew over Taipei and sent 
a cablegram: “The mission houses are all standing and the 
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flowers blooming in the garden.” It was the signal for a 
speedy return. 

Not being under the official control of the mission, Lillian 
was free to do with all her might what her hand found to 
do. It was plenty. She first tackled the government leper 
colony. Some ten miles outside the capital was the horrible 
corruption-ridden leper colony with about eight hundred 
patients. Lillian was appalled when she first visited the 
place. One afternoon she went to the leper colony to hold 
a meeting. The Christians who came asked if she would 
hurry as there was to be a big protest at five o’clock. They 
told her, in answer to her questions, that it was a protest 
against poor food, lack of medicines, lack of medical care, 
and lack of blankets. The suicide rate was three a week. 
Lillian knew what the protest would mean, and she asked 
the Christians to call the leaders to her. She also knew that 
they would march against the guards and “nurses” and 
that some of them would be clubbed and killed. She said, 
“They will put barbed wire around you; they will say that 
it is dangerous for foreigners to come in, and it will be two 
years before I can come back to visit you again. Trust me, 
and let us do this in the Christian way.” Grudgingly the 
heathen leaders of the protest gave way before the supplica- 
tions of the few Christians, and the burden was now squarely 
upon Lillian. 

These horrors on the lower level could not be too much 
blamed upon the higher ranks of government. Remember 
that Free China is still at war with the mainland Commun- 
ists and that three million refugees had suddenly descended 
upon the island. The aftermath of war is always misery, 
and at times lepers and such must be pushed aside in the 
struggle for mere existence. In those days the United States 
had not put its fleet in the Straits of Formosa, and everyone 
was expecting the Reds to attack at any time. 

Some of the Christians showed a wonderful spirit of 
self-sacrifice. Lillian could not lag behind them. A leper 
woman came for admission; there was no place for her. 
The government provides shelters for the patients to live 
in and daily rations of rice. One of them was occupied by 
a brother and sister, both lepers. They took the woman in 
until a place could be found for her. Someone would die, 
thus making space for a new patient! “But what will they 
eat?” asked Lillian. The two Christian lepers looked at her, 
and the sister said, “We have food for two, and we will eat 
a little less.” 

Finally Mrs. Dickson persuaded the head of the U. S. 
Medical Aid to come and visit the leprosarium. He toured 
with her for one hour. Again there was no action, but she 
returned again and again to his office. One day she said to 
him, “The Communists killed the lepers. We of the free 
world neglect them until they kill themselves. Are we any 
better than they? The Commies would love to have this 
for propaganda, and I won’t give it to them for I’m for the 
frqge world. But neither will I let the free world rest until 
they have done something about this.” Finally, the corrupt 
administration of the leper colony was put out, and five 
million Chinese dollars (then about $225,000 U. S.) was 
allocated by American aid for new buildings, medicines, and 
medical care. None of this was done in the name of any 
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Faith is the working limit of the Christian life 


mission of any organization. She smiled wryly and said, “By 
not running anything you can get things done.” 

Lillian went to the office of the American Information 
Service and asked for the use of American educational 
movies. The officer in charge said to her, “Mrs. Dickson, I 
am going to be brutal. We are here for politics. The lepers 
have no place in politics. I cannot lend you our films 
Lillian wrote this to some friends in her news-letter, and 
it was read to a Sunday School class in New York. One of 
the members took a copy and sent it to Washington to the 
State Department. A few weeks later the official came to 
her to apologize and to say she could have all of the movies 
she wanted. The lepers now have weekly educational mov- 
ing pictures. 

Mrs. Dickson said, “Our government with its point-four 
programs and medical aid and other social programs repre- 
sents the free world without Christ. We represent the free 
world with Christ. What we are doing will do more against 
Communism than anything mere social forces can do.” 

Running her home and the leper colony was not enough 

(Continued on page 49) 


An angel pushed her shoulder .. . 
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LONG WORDS 


A columnist in one of our contempo- 
rary publications recently wrote a wry 
article about the use of long words. It 
has long been a favorite subject of mine, 
for I never like to use two syllables 
where I can make one do. The writer 
stated that he had been thinking of 
what he would do if he were Satan. 
There were many thoughts, . . . “But 
right now I think I would give most of 
my attention to getting a job as a pro- 
fessor in a theological seminary, possibly 
as a professor of Unsystematic Theology, 
and teach the boys a whole dictionaryful 
of long, dense words that nobody could 
understand. I can’t think of any better 
way of making void the word of God, 
and ‘I'll bet Satan can’t think of any 
either.” 

The Reader's Digest recently carried 
a selection of molehill proverbs which 
had been turned into mountains. “A 
superabundance of talent skilled in the 
preparation of gastronomic concoctions 
will impair the quality of a certain, 
potabje solution made by immersing a% 
gallimaceous bird in ebullient Adam’s 
ale.” That is a theological way of say- 
ing, “Too many cooks spoil the broth 
Another example is, “One should hy; 
esthetically exercise macrography upon 
that situs which one will eventually 
tenant if one propels oneself into the 
troposphere.” That is a theological way 
of saying, “Look before you leap.” I 
smiled at this and made up one myself: 
“It is a sagacious procedure to make 
circumspect analysis of the terrain upon 
which the corpus will again reach in- 
ertia before projecting one’s self from 
a presently occupied base.” And it will 
not take much effort to see that that 
also says, “Look before you leap.” “But 
two different schools of theology could 
be made out of such divergence in say- 
ing such a thing. 

If we are honest with the Bible we 
will find that it is always pretty plain. 
“The wayfaring men, though fools, need 
not err therein” (Isa. 35:8). Men created 
much of theology in order to avoid the 
terrible impact of the Word that comes 


10 if we have the smile of God, we need not be trouble by the frown of men 


with such divine force behind it. The 
columnist who launched this thought 
described a sermon by a young man who 
will be a good preacher when he gets 
over his “obsession with foreign jargon. 
I can’t tell you about the high spots of 
the sermon. Even the low spots were 
out of my reach. It was something about 
the correlation of the kerygma and 
epistemology—that is, presupposing the 
universality of the logos. But there 
seemed, he said, to be an imbalance of 
subjective and objective data which pre- 
vents methodological research. There 
was also something to do with the exist- 
ential involvement which had a bad 
effect on eschatology.” 

The biblical concepts are frequently 
set forth in words of one syllable. We 
can not run away from truth when we 
hear it; “All have sinned. . .” “He loved 
me and gave himself for me. . .” “We 
shall see him and be like him, for we 
hall see him as he is. . .” 


MILLSTONE NECKLACE 


The sharpest words ever spoken by 
our Lord are words addressed to religious 
leaders. Among the most terrible of 
these are the words spoken against those 
who mislead the Lord’s little ones. We 
read, “Who so shall offend one of these 
little ones which believe in me, it were 
better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the depth of the sea. 
Woe unto the world because of offences! 
For it must needs be that offences come; 
but woe to that man by whom the 
offence comes” (Matt. 18:6, 7). 

There are many ways in which it is 
possible tghurt the Lord’s little ones. 
I can think of ways in which I may 
have been guilty of this hurt, but the 
Lord knows that I have long since cried 
out for cleansing and forgiveness. There 
is one such.offense of which I am con- 
scious of no guilt; namely, that of lead- 
ing some one, through false teaching, to 
deny the Lord. 

Recently I had occasion to take two 
men to task for a terrible breach of 
this principle. In a certain country I 


was approached by. the nationals who 
are in charge of translation and printing 
of “Christian” literature. I put the word 
Christian in quotes because what these 
men are doing is anti-Christian to a 
very high degree. On my first meeting 
with one of them he presented me with 
a pamphlet in English giving a list of 
all of the books that had been published 
by the literature committee of the coun- 
cil of churches for that land. As I read 
the list carefully I was appalled at what 
I found. When I had occasion to confer 
with him a few weeks later I told him 
frankly what I had found. I put it in 
approximately the following words: “If 
someone should give me a hundred 
thousand dollars and tell me to use it 
for the best possible results in your land 
I believe that it would be well spent, 
if not best spent, in destroying every- 
thing you have printed during the past 
five years.” He was astonished, and I 
then quoted to him, as solemnly as I 
knew how, the terrible words of our 
Lord about millstones. I warned him 
that he was in danger of drastic judg- 
ment and that one could seriously ques- 
tion his salvation since he was involved 
in such work. I do not exaggerate when 
I say that a man who acted as procurer 
for a house of prostitution would not 
mislead young Christians more than a 
man who publishes literature stating 
that the New Testament is full of myths 
and that the deity and resurrection of 
our Lord are not to be taken too seri- 
ously. On still another occasion, in the 
presence of two faithful missionaries, I 
had the occasion of saying almost the 
same thing to a man who is head of a 
Protestant publishing house in that same 
country. 

And I would call to the attention of 
American denominational leaders who 
earmark large sums of money for litera- 
ture and who leave the choice to such 
nationals as these that they are partakers 
of their evil.deeds and must certainly 
answer at the judgment seat of Christ. 
Christ was not joking when He said what 
He did about millstones. More furious 
than a lioness in defending her cubs 
will be our Lord judging those who have 
touched His little ones. 


FUNDAMENTAL FAILURE 


In the previous editorial I spoke of 
a conversation with a national who is 
in charge of the Christian literature pro- 
gram for his country. 1 did not know 
when I would see him again, and I 
wanted to leave the deepest possible 
impression upon his mind. Thus I spoke 
with the force of Christ’s own words, 
and they are more terrible than any 
that can be devised and arranged by 
man. 
with an explanation that does not dis- 

The man in question answered me 


(Continued on page 48) 
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Fear should turn us to God 
whose love will cast out fear 


THE CONQUEST OF FEAR 


T he fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” but 
it is only the beginning, and we are not meant to live 
all our lives in the beginners class. Yet fear casts its dread- 
ful shadow over so many of us that it is one of the great 
modern diseases. Fear of the past, the future, of God and 
man, of life and death, of ourselves and others; haunting 
nameless fears that sap the strength and will and make us 
desperately unhappy. Is there an answer? Yes! there is, for 
we read, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth 
out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not 
made perfect in love” (I John 4:18). Fear can be conquered, 
and the antidote is love. The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom, and the love of God is the end of fear! 
Fear has a function to perform. A ‘near miss’ when driv- 
ing a car causes us, through reaction to fear, to check our 
speed; a sinking sensation of fear as we look over the steep 
cliff makes us draw back to safety; it is to the mind what 
pain is to the body, a sensation of warning that should 
lead to putting right what is wrong. John writes in our 
text, “Fear hath punishment” (A.S.V.), and the purpose 
of punishment is not that it should continue for ever but 
that it should be corrective. Punishment of children has 
completely failed unless it leads to correction and restora- 
tion to right relationship. So it is with fear. Originally the 
God-man relationship was perfect, but after sin entered 
there came fear (Gen. 3:10), but it is corrective—it should 
drive us with a sense of need to God. Says Augustine, “It 
is the needle that passes leaving the thread that binds us 
to God.” We may try to ignore fear, but it hibernates for 
a time, awakes like a snake, and strikes when least expected. 
Christ, speaking of judgment and hell, sought by reference 
to fear to warn men and women and thus lead them to God 
in repentance. This is the function of fear, to check us in 
our headlong path to destruction and to turn us to God. 
The antidote to fear is not courage, as might be supposed, 
but love for “perfect love casteth out fear.” Courage can 
enable us to face and even temporarily to conquer fear, but 
it cannot eradicate it, for in the quiet moments fear in- 
sistently returns. Courage is a great virtue that enables men 
to press on through the thorns of fear, but love roots out 


This is the third in a series of devotional talks which Mr. Fife gave 
to the staff of the Evangelical Foundation at their weekly prayer 
meeting. 
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those thorns. A child may awake from a fearsome nightmare 
and find peace; not in reasoned argument or exhortations 
to be brave, but in nestling into the embrace of mother or 
father. We have no fears that our loved ones will poison 
our food, murder us while we sleep, ruin our character by 
gossip, or render us penniless by astute maneuvering! We 
never give these things a thought, and why? Because we 
have conquered such thinking with courage? No! It is that 
perfect love has cast out fear, and, therefore, such ap- 
prehensions never enter our minds. 

Fear does not intrude into the orbit of things under the 
control of those we love and trust; it is only upon the areas 
beyond their control (i.e. health, death, disaster, etc.) that 
the dark shadow falls. If, therefore, we can project the 
antidote of perfect love into every realm, it must exclude 
fear, and that is precisely the teaching of this First Epistle 
of John and more particularly of the fourth chapter. 

God is God, almighty controller of the universe in which 
we live. God’s almighty power is sheathed in, and has at 
the heart, love (I John 4:8, 16). God is love, and those who 
are His children are born of His love and have it shed 
abroad in their hearts and overflowing in their lives (vss. 
7, 8). Furthermore, God has removed the cause of our fear 
by manifesting His love in sending His Son to die for our 
sins (vss. 9, 10) so that our friendship with the God of the 
universe is restored. To believe that love, receive it, dwell 
in the consciousness of it, and to let it govern our relation- 
ships with God and our fellows, banishes fear (vss. 15, 16), 
and we can face the day of judgment with boldness because 
we know the love of Him who is the judge. 

Perfect love casts out fear. This is not the doctrine of 
relaxing into yourself and trying to forget your sins and 
fears (that is like the child hiding itself under the covers 
whimpering. “I am not afraid!”’); it is the biblical doctrine 
that there is no rest for the impenitent but that “thou wilt 
keep us in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee be- 
cause he trusteth in thee” (Isa. 26:3) (which is the child rest- 
ing in the embrace of the parent!). We see in the united and 
happy family where love and trust reign the pattern of the 
exclusion of fear from that circle, and that is just a minia- 
ture of the great picture drawn for us in this passage. If 
we are born again of God, we are His children, and in the 
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In his separation unto God, is the Christian to 


lead a monastic life? How, then, will he witness to 


Christ? What does the Bible teach? 


TRUE 


SEPARATION 


S eparation is one of the watchwords of the hour. The 
word has been nailed to the masthead of many organi- 
zations and denominations today as evangelicalism’s answer 
to fast-growing liberal churches where no distinction is evi- 
dent in thought or conduct between church members and 
the cultured worldly pagans around them. 

Certainly a powerful protest to such living is wholly justi- 
fied. To profess to know Christ and share eternal life with 
Him and yet to continue living for self and the fleeting 
values of the world is nothing but practical atheism. We may 
as well fling away our religious disguises and live as utter 
blatant pagans for all the good effect our ungodly godliness 
will have upon the society in which we live. No wonder 
many have sickened at this hypocrisy and raised anew the 
cry: “Come out from among them, and be ye separate!” 

But what has been the result? Too often it has repeated 
the old pattern of swinging from one extreme to the other. 
From practical atheism many have turned to lives of practi- 
cal monasticism. Thousands of Bible-believing Christians 
have become so afraid of the contaminating influence of 
worldly friends and social functions that they have built 
around themselves high protective walls of thought outside 
of which they dare not venture, or have so filled their lives 
with an unending stream of Christian activities with Chris- 
tian friends in Christian surroundings that, with respect to 
the world outside, they may as well be monks secluded in 
some medieval monastery. True, they have successfully 
avoided certain dangers from the world but, in so doing, 
they have defeated the very purpose for which their Lord 
has left them in the world—that they may be witnesses of 
Him and bring to bear the influence of their faith upon the 
faithless but thirsting souls around them. 


Mr. Stedman, who is the editor of the Book Review department of 
Our Hope magazine, is pastor of the Peninsula Bible Church, Palo 
Alto, Cal. This article is reprinted from Our Hope magazine with per- 
mission. 


12 You must know who Christ is before you can “Be not afraid” 


By Ray C. Stedman 


Of course we cannot overlook the earnest, sporadic at- 
tempts made to span the gulf by means of an evangelistic 
crusade or the many individual efforts to lean across the 
chasm to hand someone on the other side a tract, but if this 
is biblical separation, then it is a separation that defeats 
itself. For the sad but true fact is that many, especially 
young people, grow rebellious at false restraints and en- 
forced loneliness and, reversing the pendulum, lose them- 
selves in the flesh-satisfying, world-conforming circle of re- 
ligious atheism. Or, worse yet, they pride themselves on not 
being worldly Christians and become instead Christian 
worldlings, governed as much by the praise or fear of man 
within their Christian circle or subserving the artificial 
standards of their “set,” fully as much as though they were 
living in pagan circles. 

Such false separation is worse than no separation at all. 
Those who live totally unseparated lives leave little or no 
impact on their non-professing friends. But those who with- 
draw from others in a false separation leave a strongly 
negative impact for, as the Apostle Paul put it, they cause 
the name of God to be blasphemed among the Gentiles by 
their hypocritical conduct. 

The result of this false concept of separation is that many 
churches suffer from ecclesiastical schizophrenia. On the 
one hand, they urge the necessity of separation and with- 
drawal from all unrighteous persons or activities and, at the 
same time, they proclaim the need of rescuing the perishing 
and cultivating the friendship of the unsaved in order that 
they may win a hearing for the gospel. It is impossible to 
do both! Teen-age Christians especially are confused, for 
the rigid separationists of their church frown on their parti- 
cipation in most school activities while, at the same time, 
they are berated for not being more of a witness for Christ 
on the school campus. No wonder there is much rebellion, 
frustration, and defeat among teen-agers. 

A recent attempt to solve this dilemma tries to maintain 
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both the need for witnessing and the monastic type of 
separation, and the result is a mechanical form of highly 
zealous witnessing that employs button-holing, sidewalk- 
ranting, judgment-proclaiming methods that ignore alike 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit and the personal rights of 
individuals, and leave a bad taste in everybody’s mouth. 

The true solution lies in a return to the biblical concept 
of separation. Our Lord Jesus put it in a nutshell when He 
said to His disciples: “Behold, I send you forth as sheep 
in the midst of wolves.” What a strange situation! A human 
shepherd tries to keep his sheep as far away from the wolves 
as possible. Here is a Shepherd, the Good Shepherd, who 
deliberately sends His sheep out into the midst of wolves. 
That is where He wants them to be! He sent them there! 
Are not the sheep in danger? Of course they are! What is 
the protection for the individual sheep? It is only as he 
realizes his constant danger and remains in touch with his 
Shepherd; then, and then only, is he safe. The inward 
strength the Shepherd gives is sufficient to overcome the 
outward threat of the wolves. 

If it be argued that this is a statement made only to the 
Seventy who were sent out to Israel before the cross, let it 
be remembered that also twice in John, once in the Upper 
Room discourse and once after the resurrection, the Lord 
Jesus said to His own: “As the Father has sent me, even so 
send I you into the world.” How was He sent? As a Lamb, 
a Lamb among wolves; and though the wolves did their 
worst, yet the Lamb was triumphant in the end. Did He 
not pray specifically to the Father about the disciples: “I 
pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world 
{whether actually or practically], but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil one”? 

And what form of separation did He practice when He 
was here? Did not the separated Pharisees say of Him: 
“This man eateth with publicans and sinners’? They did 
not say this with malice; they said it with a gasp. They were 
amazed at His willingness to mix with sinners. They were 
afraid He would be defiled by such contact. But He never 
was. Instead, He drew many from among the publicans 
and sinners to Himself and cleansed away their defilement 
with His own purity. 

“But,” you say, “the Lord was God, manifested in the 
flesh. I dare not mix with sinners as He did, for I have not 
His strength and purity.” Yes, you have! What else does 
it mean, “Christ in you, the hope of glory’? “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengtheneth me.” Does. He not 
say: “As the Father hath sent Me, even so send I you into 
the world”? Are not all His resources at our disposal? 

Does the Lord, then, want His own to withdraw from all 
worldly associations and activities? Absolutely not! He 
wants them to mix with the world, eat with them, make 
friends with them, enter into their homes and invite them 
freely into theirs. But He wants them to remember that, 
in so doing, they are in great danger. They are sheep in the 
midst of wolves. One failure to maintain contact with the 
Shepherd, one little yielding to the enticement of the wolves 
to be as they are, and the whole pack will be on them hope- 
ful for a kill. It is a place of great danger. But it is the place 
where the Lord wants us to be. Christians are expected to 
live on a frontier, ever alert to the danger without, ever 
drawing upon the Strength within. Paul describes just such 
an experience in II Corinthians 1:8-10. 

“But what about John’s warning, ‘Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world’; and James’s sharp 
word, ‘Know ye not that the friendship of the world is 
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enmity with God?’” Exactly! They are both warning about : 
the same thing: the danger that is involved in being sheep 
in the midst of wolves. It is not friendship for the worldling - 
that is dangerous, but friendship for the world the worldling 
loves. As long as the sheep acts as a sheep, he is safe in the 
wolf’s den; but when he forgets what he is and begins to 
think as a wolf, ah, then he is in terrible danger. Thus 
Christians are to use the world and the things of the world, 
but they must not love them. They must not regard them 
as of great importance, as the unsaved do; for to do so is 
enmity with God. Paul says the same thing: “And they 
that use this world, as not abusing it; for the fashion of this 
world passeth away.” 

It should be immediately evident that such a concept of 
separation is a far cry from the invitation to boredom and 
frustration that characterizes the monastic type. It is, 
instead, a thrilling and daring challenge, appealing instantly 
to the God-given love of adventure in every person. The 
Christian life becomes colorful and interesting because 
fraught with danger and offering the heady joy of successful 
combat with dark and sinister forces. 

Further, such a concept makes Bible study and prayer to 
seem exceedingly vital and useful. There is nothing like an 
awareness of danger to make an individual tremendously 
interested in weapons and defensive maneuvers and the 
nature and strategy of the enemy. For spiritual danger, 
where is such information found? Only in the pages of 
Scripture and the place of prayer where danger-alerted 
Christians instinctively turn. 

Is it not all too obviously true that a view of separation 
which seeks to remove all danger at the same time removes 
much incentive to growth and accomplishment? Has not 
our common practice of raising children in a practically 
100 per cent Christian environment—Christian schools, 
Christian friends, Christian societies, Christian parties, etc.— 
resulted in a race of spiritual mollycoddles who lack both 
the interest and the ability to influence for Christ the non- 
Christian world into which they are eventually thrust? It 
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Many European towns still bear the marks of having been surrounded 
by walls in the Middle Ages. Streets near these old walls are curved 
and sometimes come to dead ends. A man stopped a stranger and 
asked him the way to reach a certain address. The stranger directed 
him but the enquirer was still a little dubious. “Is that the best way?” 
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The Lord is more interested in you than He is in what you do 13 








We have a wonderful message-that of a unique, loving Savior, a crucified, 


Frisen Lord. Universal knowledge o) His great salvation is our concern. 


Appointment with 


AFRICA 


frica’s literature hour has struck! From the deep inter- 
ior to the bustling coastal areas, Africa’s insistent cry is 
for literature—now! 

The feverish educational activity in Africa during the 
last decade has produced a generation of literates whose 
thirst for printed matter seems insatiable. Unfortunately, 
the acquisition of literacy does not carry with it the powers 
of discrimination as to what literature is desirable, and 
what is undesirable. Avidly, the African reads anything 
offered him in a language he understands and printed 
pieces are soon worn to shreds in the hands of many read- 
ers or are plastered on walls in decoration and for conven- 
ient re-reading at leisure. 

Worldly and heretical forces follow a planned strategic 
pattern, exploiting the Africans’ thirst for literature to ad- 
vance their own soul-destroying doctrines. Evangelical Chris- 
tians have been too satisfied with the time-honored method 
of evangelism by mission stations, with resident missionaries 
in each area, and largely have left the field of literature to 
others, until recently hardly realizing that God is giving an 
unprecedented opportunity now to win a literate continent 
for Christ. 

The military tragedy of “too little, too late” spells de- 
feat. Will commission-charged believers in our day lose the 
spiritual battle for Africa to the energetic forces of evil who 
are devoting incredible resources to capture the opinion 
of the newly-created African reading public? 

Occupied with local responsibilities of mission stations, 
overburdened, inadequate staffs have concentrated on re- 
stricted mission areas and have been slow to see the whole 
picture of the continent-wide challenge in literature. 

Individual missionaries who caught this vision often have 
nearly despaired of communicating it to their home con- 
stituency and returned to the field after furlough strongly 
suspecting that Christians in the homelands are basically 
more interested in geography and the odd customs of the 
land than in the souls of the people, more interested in big 
game and exciting adventures than in accounts of spiritual 
miracles in twice-born lives, or in the thrilling prospect of 
mass evangelism using the God-given tool, the printing 
press, to reach the reading millions. 

Undue insistence upon sectarian differences has hindered 
corporate planning in literature and prevented the realiza- 
tion of the wider ministry that seeks not the numerical in- 
crease of a denomination, but joys in the better object of 
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the spiritual result to be evaluated at the judgment seat of 
Christ. 

Isolationist policies have limited publishing activities and 
obstructed the pooling of information and formulation of 
united plans. This restricted vision has dissipated resources 
and fostered many small efforts with resulting duplication 
and uneconomical employ of missionary manpower and 
means. 

There are, however, hopeful signs of increased spiritua: 
perception. The British and Foreign Bible Society and its 
American associate, the American Bible Society have for 
years encouraged the translation of the Scriptures into 
African vernaculars and published splendid editions of 
the Bible and the New Testament in many languages, made 
available to all without discrimination, and at a price of 
half the cost to produce! Scripture publishing has rightly 
been given first priority. 

Other Christian publishing agencies have shared this 
wider vision of a general ministry in literature, to meet the 
need. The Scripture Gift Mission freely makes available 
booklets of pertinent Bible verses in numerous languages. 
The Pocket Testament League has embarked on a project 
to scatter Gospels in various tongues over the African con- 
tinent. Every Home Crusade aims at placing a Gospel tract 
in a local language in every home in Africa. American Tract 
Society cooperates in providing tracts and color cards for 
children. 

Committees have been formed to implement Christian 
literature programs. The Evangelical Literature Overseas, 
seeing the need of a general literature ministry, is fostering 
inter-mission projects and sending the E.L.O. representative, 
Harold Street, to Central Africa to preside at a series of 
literature conferences in various linguistic areas. The Secre- 
tary of the International Committee for Christian Litera- 
ture for Africa, London, Claude de Mestral,-is to join in 
the analysis of findings, making his experience available in 
planning literature projects. 

In North America the Missionary Publishers Association 
has been formed to assist mission presses, and Good News 
Press, Chicago, has opened a printing school to train mis- 
sionary printers. The Moody Bible Institute offers a sum- 
mer course in literature, dealing with writing, producing, 
and distributing on the mission field. Kings Garden, Seattle, 
has shown a new interest in African literature. These and 
other agencies rise above sectarian limitations to consider 
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the general literature opportunity in Africa and elsewhere. 

Individuals are offering their talents in art and journal- 
ism to further the work, and consecrated craftsmen are 
going forth to operate mission presses and train native 
workers. Publishers offer manuscripts freely for adaptation 
in African dialects. 

The importance of inter-mission projects needs emphasis 
in this literature hour. Millions of Africans are detribalized— 
uprooted from their traditional environment; ties with 
home, family, and local mission are often severed. These 
have migrated to the teeming African cities, or to mines, 
plantations, or factories, where they live outside the mis- 
sionaries’ positive Christian influence and are often un- 
touched by direct evangelistic approach. Believers, out- 
standingly ambitious, go to the cities in large numbers to 
obtain better living conditions, and their souls grow cold 
in the loss of spiritual shepherding formerly provided by the 
missionary back at home. They lose habits of Bible study 
and prayer and suffer because of the lack of fellowship with 
other believers. 

The obvious answer to the problem of maintaining con- 
tact with these scattered believers and literate unsaved is by 
Bible-true, Christ-exalting, Christian literature, chiefly in 
the form of periodicals. In the periodicals books are adver- 
tised and spiritual relationships reestablished. 

Over twelve years ago God showed us this ministry. Dur- 
ing these years Neno la Imani, a monthly periodical in the 
Congo Swahili language, has been issued without interrup- 
tion on the presses at Nyankunde, Belgian Congo, and 
distributed to an ever-increasing Congo-wide subscription 
list. In September, the first month of its thirteenth year, 
Neno la Imani converted from newspaper style to a maga- 
zine and will appear with a color cover and large cover 
photo, both to be changed monthly. Many new features 
will be incorporated and the Christ-exalting articles that 
have proved to be such a blessing in the past will be con- 
tinued. 

In these years Neno la Imani (“Word of Faith”—Romans 
10:8) has acquired companion periodicals also issued at 
Nyankunde. Litatoli (Witness) is a monthly newspaper pub- 
lished since 1950, now appearing in two principal linguae 
francae, Lingala and Bangala. Two Bible study bi-monthlies 
are translations of the Scripture Union Notes into the 
Congo Swahili—senior and junior editions. With these five 
periodicals Congo-wide coverage has been obtained, and the 
circulation (about 20,000) has been restricted to paid sub- 
scribers who obtain the papers at half cost. With its en- 
larged edition after September Neno la Imani will supple- 
ment its subscription circulation with intensive distribution 
through sales agents in vital population centers. 

Four years ago the African Challenge appeared, pub- 
lished by the Sudan Interior Mission in Lagos, Nigeria. Ex- 
cellently produced, this magazine has been phenomenally 
successful and carries the gospel and Bible teaching into 
150,000 homes monthly. Published in English, it is widely 
accepted in British Colonies in Africa. 

The New Nation is a noteworthy magazine which is com- 
pleting its first year of publication. English is the language 
of this periodical, too, edited at Accra, Gold Coast. It aims 
at reaching the literate population of the Gold Coast, soon 
to be an independent nation. 

Envol has recently made its debut for French-speaking 
readers. Published by Trevor Shaw, it was originally pro- 
duced in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, but publication offices have 
been moved to Léopoldville, Belgian Congo due to better 
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publishing facilities. Other Envol publications are in im: 


mediate prospect in three of Congo’s great languages, . 


Lingala, Kikongo, and Tshiluba, with a possible edition in 
the language of Ruanda-Urundi later. 

Meanwhile Burakeye is published as a monthly news sheet 
in Ruanda-Urundi on an inter-mission basis. 

In Angola O Esperanca has been published for years in 
Portuguese by an African Christian, Senor G. Alméda, and 
his staff. 

Other Challenge type periodicals are planned for other 
parts of Africa, possibly one in East Africa in coastal 
Swahili. 

It is literature hour—periodical hour in Africa. False sects 
and ideological fanaticists have unleashed a flood of perni- 
cious propaganda to dupe the naive literate. Governments, 
too, have embarked on ambitious publishing projects, es- 
pecially in the periodical field. These all, however, have 
nothing to give to the hungry soul. What they offer cannot 
possibly bring peace—peace with God or soul rest. 

We have a wonderful message—that of a unique, loving 
Savior, a crucified, risen Lord. We offer peace and pardon 
and eternal life through Christ. Many a good product has 
failed to find a market because of poor packaging or un- 
planned publicity. Also, many a poor product has been 
ballyhooed into popularity by high pressure advertising and 
flashy containers. Dare we jeopardize the effectiveness of the 
gospel message by poor presentation or inadequate circula- 
tion? We compete with literature specialists and master 
craftsmen for the eyes and hearts of African literates. Pub- 
lications now must be produced in good literary style by 
linguistic experts, and be of technical excellence. 

Evangelical periodicals must not cater to circulation to 
the extent of weakening their positive witness for Christ. 
They must come out with “all guns firing for Christ,” as one 
African editor put it. 

The periodicals must carry interesting material and well- 
written features of general information to attract readers 
and make the papers so invaluable as to be indispensable. 
But the Lord’s words, “Give ye them to eat,” must be the 
editor’s challenge, and consistently he will supplement the 
announcement of the good news of salvation through Christ 
with spiritual milk and meat—a diet suited to the differ- 
ing needs and appetites of readers. 

(Continued on page 46) 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 
Complete Cooperation with NCC Impossible, says NAE Head 
Missionary Warns Christians against Shortsightedness in Suez Affair 


Roman Church Seen Influencing Mexican Government in Recent Events 


NCC AND NAE 

Although there are some areas in 
which they can work together there can 
be no rapprochement between the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals and 
the National Council of Churches. 

At least that was the opinion voiced 
by Dr. Paul P. Petticord of Portland, 
Ore., NAE president, in a communica- 
tion addressed to the Rt. Rev. John S. 
Higgins, D.D., Episcopal Bishop of 
Rhode Island and a leader in the NCC. 

The pronouncement on co-operation 
was made by Dr. Petticord during ses- 
sions of the international conference of 
the World Evangelical Fellowship at 
Barrington, R. I., early in September. 

There was considerable evidence that 
Dr. Petticord’s position was not fully 
supported by other responsible leaders 
in the NAE for Dr. Paul S. Rees of 
Minneapolis, a past president of NAE, 
sent a cordial reply to Bishop Higgins 
“as a Christian interested in co-opera- 
tion and willing to talk about it with 
other Christians.” 

Dr. George Ford, executive director of 
NAE, said the evangelical agency has a 
tremendous “selling job” to educate 
American Protestantism to the facts that 
the NCC “does not represent Protestants 
in toto.” 

Bishop Higgins said he had been told 
that NAE members did not want to 
make any moves that might antagonize 
or arouse NAE’s Holiness and Pente- 
costal members. 

WEF will seek accreditation by the 
United Nations; sought means of re- 
stating the evangelical position on the 
inspiration and authority of Holy Scrip- 
ture; and reorganized itself into six 
world regional areas. 

Lt. Gen. Sir Arthur Smith of England 
was re-elected president. 


ISLAM AND THE SUEZ 

A Church of England official said in 
London President Gamal Abdel Nasser 
of Egypt was acting as “the paladin of 
Islam” in the “Suez Canal episode.” 

Canon Max Alexander Cunningham 
Warren, general secretary of the Church 
Missionary Society, wrote in its news- 
letter: 

“Behind Colonel Nasser’s protestation 
of independence lies all the emotional 
drive of the Arab renaissance of the last 
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thirty years. And with this must be seen 
a widespread effort to promote a revival 
of Islam as a religious force which can 
unite the Muslim peoples of the world 
in a political bloc able to negotiate from 
strength. 

“Islam is most certainly on the 
march.” 

Canon Warren said, “We must ask 
what this increase of tension in the 
heart of the Muslim world means for 
the continuing mission of the Christian 
Church.” 

He said Egypt was trying to. take the 
leadership in the Islamic revival move- 
ment. 

“There is some evidence for the fact 
that there is considerable Egyptian in- 
fluence in the Muslim emirates of North- 
ern Nigeria,” Canon Warren stated. “An 
independent Northern Nigeria might 
well find its natural affiliation in that 
direction. Meanwhile the Egyptian 
broadcasts are heard all over East 
Africa.” 

The missionary leader warned that 
the Suez Canal situation may result in 
underdeveloped countries, newly-inde- 
pendent ones or those on the brink of 
independence being starved of capital 
investment from the West. 

“This risk, and not our standard of 
living,” he said, “should be the pre- 
occupation of Christians in the West. 
Colonel Nasser offers a new excuse for 
shortsightedness.” 

The Christian approach to the world 
of Islam and to independent Moslems, 
he suggested, “must be based on 
thorough and sympathetic understand- 
ing of how that world and those Muslims 
think and feel.” 


CHANGING TREND IN MEXICO 


Missionary observers have been noting 
recent political developments in Mexico. 
The party in power has been making 
overtures to the Roman Catholic Church 
and the opposition party, which is 
Catholic-controlled. 

On Sept. 1 the Mexico City newspaper 
Ovaciones published an account of an 
interview the previous evening between 
the president of the Revolutionary In- 
stitutional Party, Gen. Augustin Ola- 
chea, and the archbishop primate of 
Mexico, Dr. Miguel Dario Miranda. The 
Revolutionary Institutional Party, back- 


ed by the government and known as the 
“official” party, has been characterized 
by absolute religious liberty and has 
maintained an attitude of indifference 
toward the Roman Catholic Church. 
Since General Olachea has taken over 
the party’s leadership this attitude seems 
to be changing. There are those who 
feel that his technique of appealing to 
“all Mexicans regardless of creed” will 
eventually result in the discontinuance 
of the Roman Catholic party “National 
Action” which has been opposing the 
government-sponsored party. 

During the last month the Roman 
Church has revealed another facet of 
its program by granting diplomas to 
future newspaper reporters, undoubtedly 
a move to influence or control the press 
—which control the Church in Mexico 
has not had for many years. 

The governor of the State of Puebla, 
Gen. Manuel Avila Camacho, has open- 
ed a campaign against the evangelical 
minority, basing his efforts on “protec- 
tion of public peace.” 

In the little town of Juan N. Mendez, 
Sr. Benjamin Crispin was arrested for 
having disturbed the public peace by 
holding evangelical meetings in his 
home. He was later released after paying 
a heavy fine. In another town, Domingo 
Arenas, Lorenzo Juarez requested per- 
mission to build an evangelical church 
in the town. The reply to his petition 
was, “There already exist two temples 
of the Roman Catholic apostolic faith 
in this place and it is the opinion of the 
government that in order to conserve 
public peace and order we cannot give 
permission for the construction of an 
evangelical chapel in this place.” Thus 
many evangelical congregations continue 
to meet secretly. 

Among the Huixteco Indians in the 
city of Huistan, the evangelicals have 
been isolated from both missionaries 
and fellow believers for several months. 
On July 16 a group of evangelicals went 
with other men to help in the building 
of a bridge for the town. On their way 
to work they were forcibly taken to the 
town hall where an angry mob accused 
them of “bringing division” to their land 
by accepting the “devil’s religion.” They 
were beaten and then taken to the 
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A Material Gift 


witha 
ALY Spiritual Value 


Few people know how to give . . . today. A gift 
should come from the heart. Preferably it should be 
something of continuous and lasting value. It should 
enrich both the recipient and the giver. And its 

material value should be inconsequential when 
compared with its sentimental or— in this case— 
its spiritual value. 
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Lachish Falls to Invader! 





Broken pottery brings news from beleaguered 
Lachish to modern scholars 


t was late afternoon when the Auckland morning paper 
i reached Opononi seventeen years ago. Among the cabled 
items was one brief paragraph of news which took me from 
the crisp and golden sands of the Hokianga Harbor to a 
torn mound of ruin in Palestine. J. L. Starkey, excavator 
of Lachish, was dead, killed by an Arab bandit. Archeology 
has its martyrs, too. Among the prizes in museum vaults that 
scholars sort and classify is Starkey’s last find—a few hand- 
fuls of broken pottery. 

They come from the mud-choked floor of the ruined 
guardhouse by the gate of Lachish, and the faded scrawl on 
the rough brown surface make the broken earthenware an 
archeologist’s treasure worth its weight in gold. There is 
little alphabetical writing older than this. There is the 
wall inscription of the Siloam tunnel, the mile-long cul- 
vert under Jerusalem which Hezekiah hacked to bring in 
the precious water, when the ruthless Assyrian swept his 
Blitzkrieg south; there are the graffiti of the Midianite shrine 
of Serabit in the Sinai range, the script of the Ras Shamra 
tablets, and perhaps some of the recently deciphered script 
from Crete. 

But the Lachish letters are more than ancient writing. 
Patient scholarship has found meaning in the script and 
discovered to its glad surprise a commentary on Jeremiah. 
They were more than prophets, poets, preachers, they whose 
pages fill the Jewish Scriptures. They were statesmen, too. 
Isaiah’s counsel and courage was the morale of a people 
in the awful days when Sennacherib was a dark cloud over 
Judah. Ezekiel’s voice was a power in a people’s restoration. 
And now from the Lachish potsherds comes unexpected 
light on another statesman, who has given his name to sad- 
ness and prophecy of woe. 

Jeremiah had a cruel part to play. Assyria’s wickedness 
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had long since sunk to rest, and Babylon was now the north- 
ern terror. Jeremiah saw with awful clarity that submission 
was the only hope for his generation, that Jerusalem could 
only bow to the Chaldean storm and preserve her culture 
until a happier day when the foe should weaken and free- 
dom be born again. Such counsel was wide open to the 
charge of treason, and a lesser man who could not raise a 
valiant battle-cry would have held his peace. A patriot alone 
would speak and pay the price. The price Jeremiah paid is 
an Old Testament story which deserves reading again. And 
Starkey’s potsherds provide an odd commentary. 

There was an officer, we learn, named Jaush in charge of 
the fortress of Lachish, thirty-seven rocky miles from Jeru- 
salem. His story takes some fitting together from scraps of 
inscribed pottery, but we can imagine Jaush as a man of 
the bulldog breed. He no doubt was one of those who cursed 
Jeremiah and his “defeatism,” and he seems to have spoken 
with contempt of it all to one Hoshaiah, who commanded 
a lonely outpost in the hills. This junior officer saw the 
force of Jeremiah’s timely pacifism and dared, in the polit- 
est terms, to argue with his fierce commander. He had no 
papyrus. Writing material in all ages seems to be the first 
product of civilization affected by war conditions, and there 
is no evidence that papyrus was used this early in Palestine. 
However, there was broken pottery enough in any eastern 
town. He picked up a few pieces on the sidewalk and wrote 
to Jaush. 

Letter Six in the series is strangely interesting. Hoshaiah 
writes: “Who am I, thy slave, a dog, that thou hast sent me 
a letter of the king to the princes saying, ‘Read, and see 
that the words of the prophet are not good, liable, indeed, 
to weaken the hands, to make sink the hands of the men in 
the city and the country.’” 
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Professor Torczyner unravelled the text of this ancient 
circular, and his excitement may be imagined, for a verse in 
Jeremiah runs: “Therefore the princes said unto the king, 
“We pray thee, let this man be put to death, for thus he 
weakeneth the hands of the men of war and the hands of 
the people, for this man seeketh not the welfare of the 
people, but the hurt.’” 

At any rate, Hoshaiah begs Jaush to intercede with the 
princes. ““My lord, wilt thou not write to them saying, “Why 
should ye do this’?” The letter then becomes confused. 
Hoshaiah probably imagined his senior officer a much more 
important man than he was. 

The letters came to Lachish, and there were no doubt 
round oaths in the dialect of Jaush for his subaltern’s in- 
solence in championing the doleful preacher in Jerusalem. 
But the letters were still in the guardhouse when Nebu- 
chadnezzar came. From the fortress walls of Lachish they 
would see his Scythian cavalry harry the countryside. “Their 
horses are swifter than leopards,” a man named Habakkuk 
had written, “and more fierce than the evening wolves. 
They shall spread themselves and fly as the eagle that hast- 
eth to eat.” This man had seen with his own fear-filled eyes 
the king’s army throw out its cavalry screen. They extend, 
deploy, rise in the stirrup, and come on at a mad gallop. 

And now Lachish was shut up. A century before, Sen- 
nacherib of Assyria had flung his wild storm troops at the 
wall and taken the fort with scaling ladders. He inscribed 
the whole story with bas-reliefs in his palace at Nineveh. 

Nebuchadnezzar had other methods. He cut down every 
olive tree in the green and fertile district and left the hills 
bare to this day. He built a terrific fire against the limestone 
walls and fed it day and night. As the red-hot stone flaked 
into powder the battering rams thudded home. And there 
we can see to-day the breach in the wall, full of powdered 
lime and olive stones. Jaush doubtless swung his sword like 
(Continued on page 45) 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM 


By Walter R. Martin 


WHAT SEVENTH-DAY 


ADVENTISTS 


REALLY BELIEVE 


Are the differences between Adventist and 
orthodox Christian doctrines sufficient to deny 


them fellowship? 


W: saw in our first article of the series something of the 


origin, growth and development of Seventh-day Ad- . 


ventism as a movement. Now we shall review briefly Ad- 
ventist theology of today. The theology of Seventh-day Ad- 
ventism can be divided into three separate sections, as 
follows: 

(1) Cardinal Doctrines of the Christian Faith; The doc- 
trine of the Trinity, the virgin birth of Christ, the perfect 
human nature of Christ during the incarnation, His eternal 
deity, the vicarious atonement of Christ on the cross for 
all sin, the bodily resurrection of our Lord from the grave, 
and His visible second advent to judge the world. On these 
basic fundamentals of the gospel of Jesus Christ, Seventh- 
day Adventists are solidly in the tradition of historic ortho- 
dox Christianity. And without hesitation they recognize the 
Bible alone as the inspired, inerrant Word of God, the only 
rule of faith and practice. 

(2) Alternate Views on Secondary Teachings: The second 
section of theological beliefs concerns alternate views on 
biblical doctrines, either view being admissible from the 
standpoint of Christian belief and argument, such as 
Arminianism versus Calvinism, Historicist eschatology 
versus Futurist, etc., so that the Adventists find themselves 
at times on one side and at other times on the other side 
relative to theological issues that have never fully been 
settled throughout the history of the Christian Church. 

(3) Doctrines Peculiar to Seventh-day Adventism: The 
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third division involves a relatively small group of doc- 
trines which are peculiar to the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, and which are not held or shared by any other 
groups. These distinctive doctrines are: (a) The doctrine 
of the heavenly sanctuary, (b) the investigative judgment, 
and (c) the restoration of spiritual gifts, including the 
“spirit of prophecy.” 

A concise statement of what Seventh-day Adventists do 
believe from an authoritative source will probably serve to 
establish their adherence to the basic principles of Christian 
theology far better than a hundred articles by a non- 
Adventist. Therefore, the following statement, prepared by 
a group of leading theologians of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, appearing in a new book soon to be released by the 
Review and Herald Publishing Association, covers the sub- 
ject quite thoroughly and is reproduced here by permission. 

“Seventh-day Adventists believe that the unfolding light 
of Bible truth is progressive and is to shine ‘more and more 
unto the perfect day’ (Prov. 4:18). And we have sought 
to walk in the advancing light of truth. We have never 
driven in formal creedal stakes, and said, “This is the truth; 
thus far and no farther.’ Ellen G. White, one of our lead- 
ing writers, wrote in 1892: ‘New light will ever be revealed 
on the Word of God to him who is in living connection 
with the Sun of Righteousness. Let no one come to the 
conclusion that there is no more truth to be revealed. The 
diligent, prayerful seeker for truth will find precious rays 
of light yet to shine forth from the Word of God.’— (Coun- 
sels on Sabbath School Work, 1892, p. 34.) The founding 
fathers of the Seventh-day Adventist Church over a century 
ago came out of various denominational backgrounds. While 
all were premillennialists, some were Trinitarian; others 
were Arian. The majority were Arminians; a few Calvinists. 
Some insisted on immersion; a few were content with 
sprinkling. There was diversity on these points. And, as 
with various religious groups, our early days were charac- 
terized by transition and adjustment. A church was being 
brought forth. As these men were already born-again be- 
lievers, the initial study and emphasis was placed upon the 
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distinctive teachings of the movement. And they were 
similarly occupied in developing an effective organization. 

“In those early years relatively little attention was paid 
to the respective merits of Arminianism in contrast to the 
Calvinist position. The historic differences of thought in- 
volved had reached back to Augustine and Chrysostom. 
They did not concern themselves with ‘absolute decrees,’ 
‘divine sovereignty,’ ‘particular election,’ or ‘limited atone- 
ment.’ Nor did they, at first, seek to define the nature of 
the Godhead, or the problems of Christology, involving the 
deity of Christ and His nature during the incarnation; the 
personality and deity of the Holy Spirit; the nature, scope, 
and completeness of the atonement; the relationship of 
law to grace, or the fullness of the doctrine of righteousness 
by faith; and the like. 

“But with the passage of years the earlier diversity of 
view on certain doctrines gradually gave way to unity of 
view. Clear and sound positions were then taken by the 
great majority on such doctrines as the Godhead, the deity 
and eternal preexistence of Christ, and the personality of 
the Holy Spirit. Clear-cut views were established on right- 
eousness by faith, the true relationship of law and grace, 
and on the death of Christ as the complete atonement for 
sin. 

“A few, however, held to some of their former views, 
and at times these ideas got into print. However, for 
decades now the church has been practically at one on the 
basic truths of the Christian faith. 


“The very fact that our positions: were now clarified 
seemed to us to be sufficient. Our: teachings, we felt, were 
clear. And no particular statement of change from those 
earlier ideas appeared necessary. Today the primary em- 
phasis of all our leading denominational literature, as 
well as the continuous presentations over radio and tele- 
vision, emphasizes the historic fundamentals of the Chris- 
tian faith. 


“But the charges and attacks have persisted. Some con- 
tinue to gather up quotations from some of our earlier 
literature long since out of date and print. Certain state- 
ments are cited, often wrested out of context, which give 
a totally distorted picture of the beliefs and teachings of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church of today. 


“All this has made it desirable and necessary for us to 
declare our position afresh upon the great fundamental 
teachings of the Christian faith, and to deny every statement 
or implication that Christ, the second Person of the God- 
head, was not One with the Father from all eternity, and 
that His sacrifice on the cross was not a full and complete 
atonement. The present belief of Seventh-day Adventists on 
these great truths is clear and emphatic. And we feel that 
we should no longer be identified with or stigmatized for 
certain limited and faulty concepts held by some in our 
formative years. 


(Continued on page 38) 





UNUSED BLESSINGS 


With the coming of Thanksgiving Day we think of our 
blessings—blessings material, blessings spiritual, blessings in- 
numerable. We are conscious of blessing we have taken for 
granted and blessings we have completely overlooked, bless- 
ings undeserved and blessings unasked for. And if we care- 
fully consider all our blessings, we will admit that in the 
vast treasury of God’s beneficence, there are blessings un- 
used. 

Yes, over and above all the blessings we have enjoyed, 
there are still others we have never appropriated, although 
they are in God’s outstretched hand. 


How many unbelievers, for example, never use the bless- 
ings purchased for them on the cross? They know nothing 
of peace with God and pardon for sin. They know nothing 
of the gift of the Holy Spirit and the victory He provides. 
These are blessings God has provided for all men, but they 
are unused by many. 


How many Christians never use all the blessings God has 
for them? Think of the blessings of prayer in our lives—not 
simply the blessing of being able to make our requests 
known to God in the assurance that He hears our prayers, 
but the additional blessings of personal face to face com- 
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munion with Him! To a great number of believing people, 
these are left unused. Think of the blessings of a mind at 
perfect peace promised by a gracious God (Isa. 26:3)—ours 
for the taking but so often left unused. 

Time, the weekly news magazine, once published the 
results of a survey of their men readers. The “typical Time 
reading man” was found to spend seven and one-half 
minutes a day shaving, to own twenty-one shirts, six pairs 
of shoes, three hats and thirty-one ties, to have about $30.50 
in his pocket, and to carry six keys and use all but one of 
them. Note the unused key. Why would a man carry a key 
he does not use? It is more difficult to answer the question, 
Why should a man have blessings he does not use? 

Having counted the blessings we have enjoyed and 
thanked God for them, let us now, in this Thanksgiving 
season, count up the blessings we have not used—those bless- 
ings of a deeper prayer life and a more confident faith men- 
tioned above, the blessings of the services we do not attend, 
of the portions of the Word of God we do not read, of the 
self-effacing service we do not render. What a list we could 
quickly draw up! Of course, it is silly to thank God for 
unused blessings. The best way to express our gratitude is 
to use them. We are richer than we think. 


All sin in the Christian life issues from unbelief 21 
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By HAROLD W. FIFE 


OCTOBER 28, 1956 
The Shepherd Psalm 


Background Scripture: Psalm 23 
Devotional Reading: Ezekiel 34: 11-16 
Memory Selection: Psalm 23: 1 


INTRODUCTION Among the many gems in 

the Psalms, numbers 22, 
23, and 24 form a triple-cluster of unsur- 
passed beauty. Apart from their intrinsic 
worth they say forth prophetically three 
aspects of Christ: in Psalm 22 we see the 
Savior, in Psalm 23 the Shepherd, in Psalm 
24 the Sovereign: and of these three un- 
doubtedly the most popular is the Twenty 
Third. The familiar truths of these brief 
verses have brought infinite comfort to the 
tried, ‘sick, and bereaved of every generation 
of Christians. When Jesus saw the multi- 
tudes, “he was moved with compassion on 
them, because they fainted, and were 
scattered, as sheep having no shepherd” 
(Matt. 9: 36), and presently He met that 
aching void in the heart of humanity with 
the words, “I am the good shepherd” 
(John 10:11, 14). God still regards us with 
the same infinite compassion, and seeing 
that our need of shepherding is still as great 
as when Jesus looked at the multitudes, these 
matchless words of Psalm 23 speak to our 
hearts today. 


EXPOSITION 
THE SHEPHERD 


In the near East where pasture is gen- 
erally scarce and fields practically unknown, 
the shepherd always leads his flock. He must 
know where to find food and accessible 
water and be prepared to defend his flock 
against animal or human marauders. There- 
fore, the stronger and more knowledgeable 
the shepherd, the better cared for is the 
flock. So when David wishes to write of 
the infinite wisdom of God that plans and 

rovides for him, and the almighty arm of 

od that encircles him, he expresses this 
in the words, “The Lord is my shepherd, 
I shall not want.” David as a craftsman 


knew a good shepherd when he saw one- 


and could discuss the merits and demerits 
of those he had known personally, but 
there was One that outshone them all in 
unfailing care of His flock, provision of 
their needs, and devotion to their welfare— 
it was Jehovah, his God, and as David 
could refer to Him as “my shepherd” he 
could also add, “I shall not want,” or, as 
Coverdale translates, “Therefore can I lack 
nothing.” “Want” and “God” are mutually 
exclusive terms, and to be able to claim 
God as our Shepherd we must cancel out 
any thought of want. Jehovah stands for 
all a man needs in time and eternity, and 
from that sure foundation David can look 
upon the changing scenes of life with 
equanimity and praise. 
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The Testimony of One of His Sheep 

Sheep walk and wander so long as they 
are in need, but when they find rich 
pasture they take their fill and rest. That 
is the first picture of testimony, “He maketh 
me to lie down in green pastures”—“they 
that believe do enter into rest,” and the 
very first blessing that God gives to the 
yielded life is inward tranquillity—the 
peace of a life rested in the everlastin 
arms. “Peace, peace to him that is far off, 
and him that is near, saith the Lord; and 
I will heal him. But the wicked are like 
the troubled sea, when it cannot rest. . .” 
(Isa. 57:19, 20). The peace that God gives 
is not that of escapism, neither is it in- 
activity; it is the rest of repletion. As well 
as food the sheep need water, and in coun- 
tries where the terrain is wild and the 
occasional streams and rivers fast flowing 
and dangerous, the shepherd must know 
where to find ‘still’ (or quiet) waters. Soul 
thirst cannot be slaked at the rushing waters 
of pleasures and activities, it needs waters 
of quietness, inner springs in the life, which 
the Old Testament foreshadowed (Psalm 
46) and Christ brought in their fullness 
(John 4: 14; 7: 37, etc.). Oftentimes the 
poe gy draws the water from a deep well 
and pours it out for the sheep. Our 
Shepherd drew from the deepest well of 
all (the good shepherd giveth his life for 
the sheep (John 10:11) that He might 
redeem us from our sins and give us the 
Holy Spirit. Thus it is that He restoreth 
our lost souls and leadeth us in the paths 
of righteousness, i.e., straight paths. The 
present tense should be noticed here, for 
salvation, to be real and vital, must always 
be in the present tense. It is not enough 
to have been with the Shepherd yesterday; 
today the sheep must know His guiding, 
sustaining, and blessing! Today we must 
be obedient if we would be blessed! 

Sometimes, in search of new pastures, 
the shepherd must lead his sheep through 
gloomy gorges (thus “valley of the shadow 
of death”); the overhanging cliffs cast dark 
shadows; in the caves and rocks there may 
be predatory animals or lurking robbers. 
The sheep draw close to their shepherd, 
and what is the rod to others is the staff 
of comfort to them! What a picture! And 
so often spoiled for us because we only 
associate it with bereavement. But every 
Christian knows those times when they 
leave the green pastures and enter a go 
of gloom and threatening rocks. It aay 
a period of sickness, adversity, or - change; 
it can be a time when faith itself is over- 
shadowed, and doubts and fears predom- 
inate; it can refer to the shadow of death 
itself falling upon us or our loved ones. 
Whatever form it takes the time will in- 
evitably come when we enter some gorge 
of gloom, and then it is that keeping close 
to our Good Shepherd and feeling the 
strength of the almighty arm that wields 
the rod and the staff, “we fear no evil,” 
and find that, long though the valley seems, 
it will lead to richer and more satisfying 
pastures. 


The sheep are not left to fend for them- 
selves when enemies and adversities abound. 
W. M. Thompson writes, “In ordinary cir- 
cumstances the shepherd does not feed his 
flock, except by leading and guiding them 
where they may gather for themselves; but 
there are times when it is otherwise. Late 
in autumn when the pastures are dried up, 
and in winter in places covered with snow, 
he must furnish them food or they die. . . 
On the eastern sides of Lebanon . . . the 
shepherds are all day long in the trees, 
cutting down the branches, upon whose 
green leaves the sheep are entirely sup- 
ported.” So also the Good Shepherd~an 
ample table is — for His, sheep even 
in the most unlikely — (5a); , loving 
ministries to the bruised abound (5b); our 
cup of blessing overflows ‘(5c). 

Such an experience of God builds for 
us a bridge over the otherwise uncertain 
future. To, have traced God’s unfailing 
care throughout the varied circamstances of 
the lives of all His childrén, and to know 
that He is unchanging means we can pre- 
dict the future. with assurance—not in its 
day to day events but in its encircling with 

ness and mercy, and ultimate end 
(vs. 6). To be able to say, “The King of 
love my Shepherd is, whose goodness faileth 
NEVER,” means we can also add, “I noth- 
ing lack if I am His, and He is mine For- 
EVER.” 
SUMMARY Everyone should memorize 
this Psalm and _ similar 
passages of Scripture for they are rich food 
on which to feed. And each of us should 
be certain that we know not only the Psalm 
but the Shepherd. Lady Boyd used to tell 
the story of a minister visiting an ignorant 
and dying shepherd boy and giving him the 
text “The Lord is my shepherd.” He bade 
him notice the text had five words as his 
hand had five knuckles. He repeated the 
text slowly, appropriating a word for each 
knuckle and getting the boy to fold in a 
knuckle with each word. He told him the 
fourth knckle represented a most important 
word, “my,” and explained personal faith 
in Christ; . . . eventually the Light dawned. 
One day Jamie’s mother met the minister 
with the words, “My Janie is dead, and 
you will find his fourth knuckle folded 
in, and his forefinger resting upon it.” 
Happy is the person in any circumstances 
that lives with his finger on the fact that 
“THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD.” 


NOVEMBER 4, 1956 
The Suffering Servant 


Background Scripture: Isaiah 52: 13—53: 12 
‘Devotional Reading: I Peter 3: 14-22 
Memory Selection: Isaiah 53: 5 


INTRODUCTION Our study today brings 

us to one of the most re- 
markable predictive passages of Scripture. 
Written hundreds of years B.c. (Ussher 
gives 712 B.c., while Adam Smith gives 550 
B.C., it is unmatched in the Old Testament 
in spiritual insight into our Lord’s Passion, 
and the specific prediction regarding His 
burial is striking (53:9). We shall not un- 
derstand this Scripture as the redemptive 
m of Christ until we grasp the fact 
that Christ’s death was God’s chosen method 
of saving mankind (John 10:18); hence its 
persistence through hundreds of years of 
Old Testament prophecy, through the birth 
and life of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 1:2; 
Luke 2:34, 35; Luke 9:51; @tc.), to the solemn 
cross and beyond. Hence also the underly- 
ing note of joyous assurance that it is God’s 
will for Christ to go into the suffering of 
the hour, and that from it He will emerge 
triumphant and that the ultimate victory 
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will be with Him. That truth is expressed 
in many places in the New Testament (not- 
ably, of course, in Revelation) and is clearly 
apparent in today’s lesson, which begins 
with the statement that “he shall deal 
prudently” (i.e., that He shall succeed by 
His innate wisdom); speaks of His being 
exalted, extolled, and very high (52:13); 
and, even though He is subjected to direct 
suffering and degradation (52:14), warns 
that nations and rulers will have to reckon 
with Him. Similarly this wonderful proph- 
ecy closes in the dominant re (53: 10-12) 
and with the assurance of final victory. So 
the spirit and message of the New Testa- 
ment breathes through this passage and tells 
us of redemption and victory coming to us 
by way of infinite suffering. 


Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise: 

In all His words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all His ways. 


EXPOSITION 
The Poignancy of Redeeming Love 


Mankind did not, and does not, welcome 
with open arms the Suffering Savior; indeed, 
except in unusually enlightened circles we 
always tend to shrink from suffering and 
sufferers. It is our sportsmen we honor; 
our success-stories we thrill to; it is our 
leaders to whom we build our statues and 
dedicate our buildings; but rarely do we 
seek the fellowship of the suffering except 
as a duty to be borne. So it is that our need 
of a Savior does not make the nations 
spontaneously rise to acclaim the suffering 
Christ. We tend to spurn the message and 
the outstretched arms of God (53:1); ap- 
parent insignificance is unattractive to a 
world that delights in success. A world that 
pays its greatest tribute to quickly passing, 
purely physical beauty irrespective of moral 
standing and character, is hardly likely to 
desire One whose beauty is in the image of 
God. His rejection, suffering, and grief, the 
constituents of the loving mercy of God and 
His plan of — are the very things 
which repel men. From Him they turn and 
hide their faces, going blindly along in their 
fears and with unhealed wounds and un- 
cleansed sins. It was true then and is equally 
true now, that, for the majority “He has no 
form nor comeliness; . . . no beauty that 
we should desire Him. . . . He is despised, 

. . and to our infinite loss we esteem Him 
not. These opening three verses of Isaiah 
53 constitute a poignant summary of the 
world’s unrelieved need. 


The Measure of Divine Love 


Whether man acknowledges and under- 
stands it or not, the fact is that on Calvary 
“God was in Christ, revealing the world 
unto himself” (II Cor. 5:19). There it was 
that “he bore our griefs and carried our 
sorrows.” Our very word “pain” suggests it 
is a penalty, and that is precisely the judg- 
ment that men have passed upon sufferers, 
of which we have examples in Job and in 
the healing of the man blind from birth 
(John 9:2). So it is with Christ’s sufferings, 
the first human reaction is to put it down 
to God’s permissive punishment (53:4b). But 
the realization dawns to the Spirit taught, 
that He was sinless God, and His wounds, 
His bruising, His chastisement were all 
penalties borne for us and issue in our 
peace and healing (53:4, 5). To understand 
that our basic sin is the selfish choosing of 
our own way in life is to see that such an 
iniquity embraces the whole of mankind. 
Verse 6 begins with the “All” that reminds 
us of the universality of sin, and ends with 
the “All” that speaks of the all-embracing 
redemption of Christ. But immense though 
that is, it finds its crown in the willing 
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love that took Christ to Calvary; His sacri- 
fice was not urged or imposed upon Him, 
it was voluntarily chosen, and so in quiet 
submission, as a Lamb to the slaughter, He 
went to death and the grave (vss. 7-9). In 
order to appreciate this passage fully it is 
best to read verses 4 and 5 in the first per- 
son singular; e.g., “Surely he has borne my 
griefs and carried my sorrows. ” Such 
an application will surely bring us to Isaac 
Watts position: 


“Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all”. 


The Mode of Divine Victory 


Mankind did its worst. (A reference to 
R.V. or R.S.V. makes verses 8 and 9 easier 
to understand). Sin, injustice, hatred, sadis- 
tic violence, callousness, treachery, ignom- 
iny—all the heaped up evil of mankind met 
on Him, “although he had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth. Was 
this the triumph of evil and the end of 
God’s plan? Does this prove the essential 
immorality of the world that suffering comes 
to the os re and good and injustice has its 
way? These are perennial questions vitally 
alive today, and God here gives the an- 
swer. It was God’s will (vs. 10 R.S.V.) to 
bruise Him and put Him to grief (and 
remember God was in Christ), because by 
so doing there could be a new race born 
of His seed—a race of those who made His 
sacrifice their offering for sin—and this 
fearful travail of His that was to bring them 
new birth would be amply repaid by the 
results (vs. 11). Victory was to come by way 
of (and not in spite of) Calvary and that 
victory was, and is, so sure that the chap- 
ter closes in a burst of triumph! 


SUMMARY Eleven times in this chap- 
ter there seem expressions 
conveying the idea of sufferings borne for 
others. It is clear, therefore, that the Person 
of whom it speaks had a unique ministry. 
Who was it? Some still ask the question 
posed by the Ethiopian eunuch as he read 
these words, “of whom speaketh the prophet 
this?” (Acts 8:34), and from this very Scrip- 
ture Phillip preached unto him Jesus with 
the result we all know. Has the truth of this 
glorious passage had a similar result in our 
lives? 


NOVEMBER 11, 1956 
The Lord’s Requirements 


Background Scripture: Micah 4: 6 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 1: 11-17 
Memory Selection: Micah 6: 8. 


INTRODUCTION We do not accomplish 
very much without a clear 
objective, and that is very true of the spirit- 
ual life. The first of our two great passages 
set for study today (Micah 4:1-5) gives us 
God’s objective for His people, and a very 
thrilling picture it is. God’s people shall be 
exalted to rule (vs.  s His knowledge shall 
attract and educate the peoples (vs. 2); His 
authority (and that alone—not the efforts 
of man!) shall assure final and lasting peace 
(vs. 3); in —o tranquility shall mankind 
live (vs. 4). The. purpose and issue of all 
this—the divine objective of the ages? “We 
will walk in the name of the Lord our God 
for ever.” Prayer for peace the motive of 
which is to give us opportunity to live sel- 

fishly is waste of time. God’s overruling of 
nations and kingdoms is not for the purpose 
of making us self-indulgent. Christ’s re- 
deeming grace is sent to us “that we might 
show forth the praises of him who has called 
us out of darkness into his marvellous light” 

(I Pet. 2:9). To keep before us continually 
the fact that the consummation of all spirit- 
| ual blessings and experiences is our know- 
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ing, enjoying, and reflecting God _ will 
enable us to understand His requirements. 
God must require something of us if we are 
to fulfil His purposes; what can that ‘some- 
thing’ be? A moral life? A regular attend- 
ance on religious things? A life crowded 
with service to mankind? What does the 
Lord, require? The answer to that question 
is found in today’s lesson. 


EXPOSITION 
The Inadequate Offering 


After the reign of Hezekiah there followed 
spiritual decline in Israel, particularly in 
the reign of Jotham and Ahaz, during which 
period Micah’s prophecy was uttered (Chap- 
ter 1:1). In a time of apostasy and even dur- 
ing an awakening the tendency is to keep to 
outward forms of religion and to miss the 
inner essentials. So Micah puts their inten- 
tions into words and the underlying thought 
is, “Can we buy God’s favor if only we pay 
enough?” The ‘offers’ are on an ascending 
scale of values: burnt offerings and calves 
of a year old? (6:6); thousands of rams or 
ten thousands of rivers of oil? then, in a 
frightful reference to child sacrifice—Ahaz 
had sacrificed his own son (II Kings 16:3; 
cf. 17:31; Jer. 19:3-5)—“shall I give my first- 
born for my transgression, the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul”? Before we 
condemn them let us ask ourselves if we 
have ever been guilty of thinking we could 
buy God’s blessings at a lesser cost—a regular 
(and even generous) tithe of our income, a 
piece of sacrificial service, even the offering 
of a beloved child to the mission field? The 
fact is that all men in every age have to 
learn that God’s blessings cannot be bought 
with our puny gifts. 

“Were the whole realm of nature mine 

That were an offering far too small” 
There is a place for our offerings, but they 
are not valid or adequate to buy God’s 
favor, which must be freely received on His 
terms; subsequently come our offerings as 
the expression of our love. 


The Consistent Revelation 


Does God condemn us, then, if our offer- 
ing is wrong? Yes! because it is wrong by 
our own willful choice! “He hath showed 
thee, O man, what is good” (Mic. 6:8). God 
has showed us what is good by way of our 
conscience, for “the spirit of man is the 
candle of the Lord” (Prov. 20:27); He has 
spoken to us through His word, notably in 
this connection in Deuteronomy 10:12: 
“What doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his 
ways, and to love him, and to serve the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart and with 
all thy soul”; and He has in these last days 
spoken unto to us by His Son. God has 
shown us what is good—good in the abso- 
lute sense, and good for us (Deut. 10:13)— 
but owing to man’s innate rebellion he 
spurns God’s light and tries to walk by 
sparks of his own kindling. God says that 
true and sincere worshippers are those who 
worship in spirit and in truth. It is useless 
pulling down the blinds on revelation and 
then complaining of our ignorance! 


God’s Requirement 


In our passage today God’s requirements 
come to us in three sections: do justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with thy God, 
although Christ gave them to us in two- 
fold form (Mark 12:30, etc.). Dr. Campbell 
Morgan says:— “To do justly in our dealings 
with men we must have a true standard, a 
righteous law. . . . We must be careful that 
our decisions concerning each person are 
just, and that our action is in harmony with 
the great eternal principles found in the 
character of God. . . . The word for mercy 
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is a great word, representing the idea of 
stooping, bending, serving, all activity creat- 
ed by love. . . . We are not told we are to 
love justice and do mercy. It is possible for 
a man to love justice in the abstract, and 
yet do unjust things to his fellow-man. .. . 
Moreover, to do mercy is not enough... . 
When mercy is loved, it is because the soul 
is in harmony with the compassions of God.” 
That brings us to the very heart of the 
spiritual life, for it is only as we walk hum- 
bly with God that we can do justice and 
love mercy. To: walk with God means we 
long for His ways, to be humble is to be 
obedient to His laws. The inner discipline 
that this brings, the voluntary surrender of 
self-will and the swinging of the focus of 
our lives from self to God, is the primary 
requisite of true godliness. These people, 
while professing to worship God and even 
prepared for great sacrifice in so doing, were 
selfishly grasping to themselves great es- 
tates and wealth (Mic. 2:1, 2) and impover- 
ishing others thereby. The and sel- 
fishness of man is still working havoc in 
the world, and the challenge of this passage 
is very apposite today. 


SUMMARY Micah writes under the 

Law and sets before us its 
standards but cannot offer us the gospel 
that alone meets our need. “If a man be in 
Christ he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away: behold all things are become 
new” (II Cor: 5:17). To meet God’s require- 
ments we need a Savior to cleanse us from 
sin and the gift of His Holy Spirit to give 
us newness of life. That is precisely what 
Christ offers. 


NOVEMBER 18, 1956 
The Beatitudes 


‘ound Scripture: Matthew 4: 23—5: 20 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 15: 1-5; 24: 3-6 
Memory Selection: Matthew 5: 6 


INTRODUCTION ‘The Beatitudes (Blessings) 

are not the gospel of 
Christ but the fruit of that gospel. Jesus 
came saying, “Repent and believe the gos- 
pel,” and subsequently came the incompar- 
able teaching. We need to keep that se- 
quence clearly in our minds for Christ's 
teaching without His gospel is merely a 
wonderful but unattainable ideal, which ac- 
cepted on its own inevitably leads to dis- 
illusionment. 

Christ’s reaction to the multitudes was 
His being “moved with compassion,” and 
it is instructive to notice how He purposes 
to meet their needs. Seeing the multitude 
. . . He went up into a mountain and left 
them! Why? Because the divine method of 
assuaging the aching heart of humanity is 
not by the palliative of sympathetic words 
but by the practicality of transformed lives. 
The way to end the appalling and unneces- 
sary suffering of mankind, the servile state 
of women, the problem of slavery, the dev- 
astation of war and was to call to 
Himself disciples (i.e., those willing to be 
trained and taught by Him) who would 
learn His ways and teach them to others. 
His goal was their happiness (or, blessed- 
ness), which can only be attained and en- 
joyed when our hearts are changed and 
characters are molded by Christ. God’s goal 
for us is the same today, as is His method: 
for our true happiness and in order to meet 
the world’s need, He calls us to Christ to be 
taught. We can imagine ourselves on that 
mountain eagerly listening to His words. 


EXPOSITION 
The First Blessing 


“Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven.” To be poor is 


to have inadequate resources, and the very 
beginning of the spiritual life in Christ is 
to feel our sense of need. Pride and self- 
sufficiency are the lock gates that keep out 
the ocean of His love. To fling those gates 
7 and let in the flood tide of the grace 
of God is to possess His Kingdom: the ship 
of life can only be buoyant if sustained by 
the ocean of God’s love. To confess our sin 
and receive His forgiveness, to own our 
emptiness and have His fullness, to admit 
our weakness and know His strength—these 
things constitute the beginnings of true hap- 
piness. There is no Beatitude, “Blessed are 
those who succeed!” 
The Second 

“Blessed are they that mourn for they 
shall be comforted.” To mourn is to ex- 
perience sorrow and in this setting must 
primarily (though not exclusively) mean 
sorrow for ones shortcomings; the blessed- 
ness here is that which ensues from real con- 
trition—it is the happiness known by every 
child who has been corrected and then cud- 
dled! To feel real contrition (a rare com- 
modity these days!) for sin is to ensure the 
consequent forgiveness and comfort of God 
and to know the spontaneous upsurge of 
love and gratitude to Him. From that stems 
our forgiveness of others for as the Lord’s 
prayer teaches us, forgiveness is always a 
two-lane highway and never a one-way 
street. 

The Third 

“Blessed are the meek for they shall in- 
herit the earth.” Mleekness is not weakness. 
To quote Aristotle, “It is the character of 
one who has resentment under control,” 
and Christian meekness is the character of 
one who has resentment under God’s con- 
trol. Fundamentally, meekness is the quiet 
acceptance of God’s will for our lives, and 
being free from the perpetual chafing of a 
complaining spirit reserves our energies for 
God’s use. The meek are happy for they 
“inherit the earth.” At first sight this seems 
foolishness, but to whom has the world 
yielded most happiness? To the Herods, 
Caesars, Napoleons, Hitlers, Mussolinis, and 
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business tycoons, or to the Pauls, Careys, 
Moodys, and a host of unnoticed Christians? 
When God takes away from us the fret of 
pride, arrogance, and self-seeking, the en- 
suing peace enables us to inherit the bless- 
ings of the earth! There is a further thought 
suggested—that the perfected form of the 
Kingdom of God is to be realized by His 
people on His renovated earth. 


The Fourth 


“Blessed are they which hunger and thirst 
after righteousness for they shall be filled.” 
Quite simply in spiritual things we may 
say “according to your appetite be it unto 
you.” Righteousness is rightness and one- 
ness with God. To long tor that is to be 
sure of attaining it and to be equally certain 
that there can be no disillusionment. Said a 
Moslem who became a Christian recently, 
“I sought for something that not only pro- 
claimed a higher standard but gave the 
power to attain it, and I found it in Christ.” 


The Fifth 


“Blessed are the merciful for they shall 
obtain mercy.” Shakespeare says, ““The qual- 
ity of mercy is not strained, it droppeth as 
the gentle rain from heaven,” and Christ 
teaches that an ingredient of the happy life 
is to be full of mercy—not occasionally 
squeezing it out in moments of self-righteous 
virtue. There should spring from the heart 
of the Christian a loving sympathy and out- 
stretched helping hand that is quite spon- 
taneous. A missionary, asked if he thought 
medical work profitable for the mission field 
replied, “I couldn’t be a Christian and do 
nothing in face of that real need.” There 
are needs around us that should stir our 
love to action. 


The Sixth 


“Blessed are the pure in heart for they 
shall see God.” A man once said to G. H. 
Spurgeon, “I have lived sixty years and 
never seen God”; telling the story, Mr. 
Spurgeon added, “and when I looked at his 
besotted face, I Could well believe it.” We 
see God in Christ and in the Bible when 
the Holy Spirit opens our eyes; we see 
God in nature and in history as He reveals 
His beauty and plans to us; but unless there 
is the pure heart desire to know and see 
God, we can pass through this world with 
all its wonders and miss Him. 


The Seventh 


“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they 
shall be called the children of God.” The 
world is crying for peace but cannot find 
it either in individuals or among the na- 
tions. Peace cannot be given unless it is first 
possessed, and it is dependent upon a right 
relationship with God. Christ gives peace 
(John 14:27, etc.)—peace w:th God, peace 
in our hearts, and then an overflow for 
others. This is the crown of the Beatitudes 
of Christ and the only definitely objective 
work for the Christian in this whole pass- 
age. We must not shrink from the world in 
its need and unrest, but, enjoying the poise 
of a life that is one with God, we must go 
into a godless world as peacemakers be-. 
tween God and man (by preaching the gos- 
pel of peace), and man and his fellows. 


SUMMARY The challenge of these 

familiar verses reaches 
each one of us. Too often we have avoided 
the persecution and reviling of the world 
(vss. 10, 11) by our conformity to it, and 
thus the salt of the earth has lost its savor 
(vs. 13). May Christ take us to His moun- 
tain afresh today and teach us these things 
again, then sending us back to the multitude 
equipped to meet its needs. 
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IN SEARCH OF A COMMON 


ESSENCE 


An Historian’s Approach to Religion, 
by Arnold Toynbee. Oxford Univer- 
sity Press. 318 pp. $5.00. 


Reviewed by Culbert G. Rutenber 


is a re- 
markably clearly 
written book 
about religion by 
one of the great- 
est and most con- 
troversial _histor- 
ians of his time, 
having for his 
sounding board 
the most famous 
lectureship in the world—the Gifford 
Lectureship. Some of the material is a 
re-hash of sections of his monumental A 
Study of History. But there is enough of 
the new to make the book well worth 
reading. 

Toynbee divides religions into three 
main types: worship of Nature, worship 
of Man, or worship of Absolute Reality. 
In the beginning was the worship of 
Nature, which became outmoded when 
man became clever enough to control 
her. Then comes the idolatrous worship 
of Man in one of three forms: (a) in 
the form of the parochial group (the 
nation); (b) in the form of the “world- 
wide” community, like the Roman 
Empire; (c) and then in the form of 
the individual man, like Buddha. 
Finally there is the worship of Absolute 
Reality, as in the higher religions of 
the world. But the higher religions have 
their own troubles. Their institutions 
become divinized, their religious leaders 
become too absorbed in secular matters, 
and their dogmas become diluted by 
philosophical speculation. 

One would not expect a full-bloom 
revelation of a theological position in 
a Gifford Lecture, whose terms, indeed, 
preclude such a thing. Nonetheless, 
there are facets of Toynbee’s doctrinal 
position that shine through. In the past 
he has put his vast erudition to the 
service of giving a spiritual interpreta- 
tion to history, going so far as to say 
that religion does not exist for the sake 
of Civilization, but Civilizations rise and 
fall as a vehicle of religion. In this book 
there are many fine insights. For ex- 
ample, Toynbee has a deep apprecia- 
tion of the universality and tenacity of 
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Original Sin, which he identifies with 
self-centeredness. Some of his comments 
on how life and suffering are interwoven 
and how Christianity teaches us to 
accept suffering and use it in the service 
of Love, as God in self-sacrifice has 
shown us by His own Example, are 
among the best in the book. But un- 
fortunately he identifies Later Buddhism 
with Christianity as holding the same 
position. At this point the present book 
represents a deterioration of his posi- 
tion in A Study of History. There he 
noted the superiority of Jesus Christ 
over the would-be Saviors of the Oriental 
religions by stressing the fact that Jesus 
Christ was an actual historical figure 
whereas these other Saviors were not. 
It is ironical here to find an historian 
ignoring the historical basis of the 
Christian faith in order to lump it with 


other non-historical religions in an 
effort to find a common essence. This 
is Toynbee’s most serious defection from 
biblical truth, and his encouragement of 
the modern tendency to regard all re- 
ligions as equally good is perilous. With- 
out denying the Incarnation he denies 
the uniqueness of the Christian faith. 
Any claim of one religion to have the 
truth and be the final revelation of God 
he labels as pharisaical self-righteous- 
ness. All religions are roads to the one 
Mystery, for Toynbee; and no one alive 
is in a position to judge between his 
own religion and that of his neighbor. 
Today religions are thrown up against 
each other and are learning from one 
another. Meanwhile by their fruits ye 
shall know them, and every religion 
must show its credentials in its ability 
to, help people conquer sin and suffer- 
ing. So Toynbee. 


There are many interesting comments 
on historical events, and much in the 
analysis of the various higher religions 
is educational. The analysis of the dif- 
ference between the two kinds of desire 
in classical and Later Buddhism and the 
implications of this difference is first- 
class stuff, as is much else in this stim- 
ulating book. 





LUMINOUS HUMILITY IN NAZI MARTYR 


Paul Schneider—The Pastor of Buchen- 
wald, by E. H. Robertson, Macmillan, 


125 pp. $2. 


Reviewed by George W. Carson 


Two dominant virtues characterized 
our subject: passion for truth and 
humility. This free translation of his 
story told by his widow, diary, and let- 
ters, concerns his struggle for “the in- 
dissoluble link between pastor and 
people.” 

He possessed a more than usual sense 
of truth, the pursuit of which led to 
martyrdom. 

His passion was limitless. He fought 
the encroachments of National Socialism 
upon the Church; refused to own the 
Nazi “greeting” or support its program 
of discrimination. “No Christian who 
knows the forgiveness of Christ needs 
to put ‘German’ in front.” 

He was considered a “dangerous 
man.” “War” with the State was declared 
about 1936, when he protested against 
the “fixed” election ballot. He called 
upon the Church to witness against “de- 
christianising the people.” “Whether 


Hitler be from God or the Devil, only 
the future can tell.” How prophetic! 

Imprisoned and then banished from 
the Rhineland, he declared, “. . . serious 
interference . . . contrary to guaran- 
tees. . . .” He did not live to see his 
prophecy fulfilled: “The enemies of the 
Gospel will in the end hang themselves.” 
His last days were spent in torture; his 
body permanently twisted. “They are 
afraid to torment me any more, for it is 
not clear to them what they will 
achieve.” 

Humility was likewise luminous. “I 
have not conquered myself” was a con- 
stant phrase. Yet there was probably no 
man in Germany who denounced the 
regime more boldly or with deeper 
humility. 





Dr. Carson is pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Williamsport, Pa. 
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IS BARTH ORTHODOX? 


The Triumph of Grace in the Theology 
of Karl Barth. By G. C. Berkouwer, 
Eerdmans 393 pp. $4.95. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


First published in Dutch (1954) and 
translated into English by H. R. Boer, 
this book is the latest of Berkouwer’s 
books on Barth and represents a decisive 
change of emphasis. The thesis of the 
book is that the over-arching theme of 
Barth’s theology is the triumph of God’s 
grace, that therefore Barth’s theology 
deserves a more favorable assessment by 
Reformed theologians. The theology of 
Barth is surveyed from the perspective 
of the triumph of grace, and, therefore, 
one should not look for a treatment of 
all of Barth’s opinions in this book. It is 
not a convenient digest of Barth’s the- 
ology. 

The book is difficult to read because 
Barth himself is difficult. Berkouwer in 
so carefully reproducing the thought of 
Barth also managed to reproduce much 
of Barth’s ponderosity. Further, the 
book is not a series of sharp criticisms 
of Barth (although there are criticisms) 
but principally a summary and interpre- 
tation of Barth. Criticism is in the 
book, but not nearly to the extent one 
would expect from such a Reformed 
scholar as Berkouwer reviewing Barth. 

There are some surprises in the book. 
Most interpreters of Barth believe Barth 
teaches universalism, but Berkouwer in- 
sists that he doesn’t (p. 112). Berkouwer 
says that Barth’s theology was not born 
from the crises of World War I (p. 29)— 
which is now part of the stock inter- 
pretation of Barth—further, that Barth 
is not a modalist (p. 131). One of the 
murkiest sections on the thought of 
Barth is the discussion of sin as “The 
Nothing,” or “The ontologically im- 
possible,” which to most readers will 
appear as the “epistemologically in- 
scrutable.” 

The real rub of the book is the ques- 
tion of the proper interpretation of 
Barth. The American theologian, Dr. 
Van Til, has insisted that Barth is hetero- 
dox (cf. his book, The New Modernism 
and his booklet, Has Karl Barth Become 
Orthodox?). In the original Dutch edi- 
tion Berkouwer is very critical of Van 
Til, and this footnote material is re- 
placed by an appendix entitled “The 
Problem of Interpretation.” 

There are two interrelated issues in 
the interpretation of Barth. Firstly, it 
must be decided if Barth is a neo-liberal 
or not. Secondly, it must be decided—if 
he is not neo-liberal—whether or not his 
theology has any congruencies with 


Dr. Ramm is Director of Graduate Studies in 
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orthodoxy. The position of Van Til is 
that Barth is a reconstructed liberal, and 
any similarities with orthodoxy are ap- 
parent but not real. Berkouwer’s posi- 
tion is that Barth’s theology is corrupted 
by a residuum of liberalism and that he 
does fail to square properly with the 
biblical data on different scores, but that 
nevertheless a measure of biblical truth 
is in the Barthian theology. Berkouwer 
writes: “What must one think, for in- 
stance, of a characterization of Barth’s 
theology as ‘new Modernism’ when in 
that theology are taught the virgin birth, 
incarnation, resurrection, and ascension 
to heaven?” (p. 16). 

Van Till reviewed the Dutch edition 
of The Triumph of Grace (Westminster 
Theological Journal, Nov., 1955) and 
was not very happy with Berkouwer, 
claiming that Berkouwer had not dem- 
onstrated that Barth’s apparent similari- 
ties with orthodoxy were real and not 
merely apparent. 

There is no question that one of the 
great stirrings among orthodoxy in the 
future (and at a very high level at that) 
will be over the question of the com- 
patibility or incompatibility of Barth 
with orthodoxy. All are agreed that 
Barth is not a fundamentalist or even 
an old Protestant conservative. Most 
interpreters agree that he is not a recon- 
structed liberal although this issue is by 
no means settled. 

One group believes that Barth has 
shown the way out of the dilemma creat- 
ed for orthodoxy by the rise of modern 
science and_ biblical criticism. His 
formula enables us to retain a biblical 
theology without being upset over the 
antiquated world view of the Bible or 
the pronouncements of biblical criticism. 

A second group believes that these 
concessions of Barth to. science and 
criticism are fatal to a proper under- 
standing of the Bible and to its theologi- 
cal value. 

A third group believes that while 
Barth is not strictly orthodox his theol- 
ogy counts for orthodoxy in theological 
debate. 

It must be admitted that the possi- 
bility of variant interpretations of Barth 
is great. His literary output is enormous; 
his style is a species of its own; he 
changes his mind, etc., etc. The jibe 
from all parties, “you don’t really under- 
stand Barth,” is already trite. Perhaps 
there are many Barths just as there 
were two or three Platos. In recent 
correspondence of ours tw6 scholars of 
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equal learning and theological aware- 
ness and both in the orthodox Reformed 
tradition expressed diametrically op- 
posite views of Barth. One thought his 
theology hopelessly subjectivistic; the 
other thought Barth was courageously 
attempting to be orthodox in a world 
that considered orthodoxy a dead issue. 

Neo-orthodoxy continues to grow and 
spread. Its followers are producing a 
sizeable literature, have already pene- 
trated most theological faculties, and in 
many instances taken the citadel itself. 
Many of the younger scholars, especially 
abroad, are choosing neo-orthodoxy over 
liberalism whereas a generation ago they 
perhaps would have chosen orthodoxy. 
The theological chairs filled by orthodox 
scholars are now being filled by neo- 
orthodox scholars. 

The only real answer to the problem 
of the interpretation of Barth is for 
those scholars of orthodox conviction 
with requisite theological and philosoph- 
ical learning (for Barth has lived in 
an intense philosophical atmosphere) to 
apply themselves to a thorough study of 
the corpus of Barth’s writings. Sub- 
jected to a constant criticism extended 
over a period of time, the true genre 
of his thought will eventually be made 
apparent. 


The Seven Deadly Sins. Billy Graham. 
Zondervan. 113 pp. $2. 
Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


A good deal of serious thought was 
put into Billy Graham’s Peace With 
God, and it was truly a “best seller.” 
Then came The Secret of Happiness 
which did not measure up in quality to 
the earlier volume. And now, The 7 
Deadly Sins which is, frankly, the poor- 
est of the lot. 

These seven meditations are brief ser- 
mons making use of the so-called divis- 
ion of sin into seven categories by Pope 
Gregory the Great, and include Pride, 
Anger, Envy, Impurity, Gluttony, Sloth- 
fulness and Avarice. As evangelistic ser- 
mons, complete with Scripture collation, 
anecdotes, and hymn quotations, the 
messages are good, but one tires of read- 
ing merely evangelistic sermons; there 
are so many books filled with them. 
Though we admire Billy Graham as an 
evangelist, one wishes that a deeper 
treatment had been given each of the 
“sins” listed. The book proved a distinct 
disappointment to this reviewer al- 
though, undoubtedly, it will find wide 
interest and acceptance because of its 
distinguished author. 


Titles of the Triune God. Herbert F. 
Stevenson. Revell. 182 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by the Editor-in-Chief 
Many books have been written on 
this subject, and many of them are out 
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of print. Dr. Stevenson’s index covers 


‘250 items, and he has certainly given us 


studies on all the more outstanding of 
the names and titles of our God. The 
author properly states that many of the 
source books on this theme have long 
been out of print, and we are under 
debt to this man of God (long the 
editor of England’s Life of Faith) for 
the great task of separating the cream 
for us and giving it to us in this present 
volume. It is a volume that any student 
of the Bible can read with great profit 
as it will furnish not only biblical 
knowledge but a road to spiritual in- 
sight. 


Ben Hur. Lew Wallace. Bantam. $.35. 


This is a definitive modern abridge- 
ment, offering a rich reading experience 
to all readers, but especially to younger 
readers who may not have had the chance 
to own an inexpensive copy of the 
masterpiece for themselves. Ben Hur 
brings to life again the cruelty and 
splendor of ancient Rome, when pagan- 
ism tried vainly to stem the rising tide of 
the new, virile Christian faith. The dar- 
ing adventures of Ben Hur, the hero, 
lead to his meeting with Christ, and the 
sublime spectacle of the Crucifixion itself 
becomes the climax of this extraordin- 
ary novel. 


Man Under the Sea. James Dugan. 
Harper. 332 pp. $5. 


Reviewed by Dr. Barnhouse 


A fascinating book, being an anthol- 
ogy of about everything that man has 
done under water from the beginning 
until now. Men now dive 300 feet deep 
with compressed air tanks strapped to 
their backs; 350 feet with helium. The 
wreck of the British Comet, jet plane, 
in 600 feet of water has been explored 
with a TV camera bringing the facts to 
experts on the surface. Piccard has been 
13,000 feet down in his bathyscaphe. 
Photographs have been taken 18,000 
feet down, animals have been dredged 
up from 34,000 feet, and the deepest 
spot known has been measured by echo- 
soundings—35,847 feet. Interesting, en- 
tertaining, instructive. 


Fight the Good Fight. Robert G. Ray- 
burn. Covenant College 108 pp. $2. 


Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


Not everyone likes war stories, but 
here is a book that we feel sure no 
reader will want to put down until he 
has finished the last page. Chaplain 
Rayburn’s personal account of his min- 
istry in Korea is superb. 

The author, son of a well-known 
evangelist, James Rayburn, is a graduate 
of Wheaton College and Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary of Omaha. He 
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Alfred A. Kunz, [MUTA Ute eee sale Vo 
International Director 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


, socially, economically 
and spiritually affects us in 
America. 

As Americans we have a stake 


















earned his doctorate at Dallas Theologi- 
cal Seminary. Having served in World 
War II as a chaplain, Rayburn returned 
to civilian life as a pastor of a church. 
Suddenly, he was recalled to active serv- 
ice in Korea as chaplain to a paratrooper 
outfit. The reader is thrilled as he reads 
of the author’s rebellion against a re- 
turn to service, his plans being shattered, 
his will overruled by the Lord. The 
hair-raising experiences he faced day 
by day are told in a humble way by this 
man of God who preached and lived 
Christ before the men of his combat 
outfit. The fascinating part about all 
ot this is that each anecdote is followed 
by a stirring lesson for the Christian. 

Throughout the book, the backdrop 
of Ephesians 6 is clearly seen as the im- 
portance of the Christian’s armor is 
made lucid by actual illustration from 
Rayburn’s life in Korea. 

An excellent book for young people— 
particularly those young men who are 
facing military service—its message is ap- 
plicable and suitable for all. 


Devotions and Prayers of Martin Luther. 
Edit. Andrew Kosten. Baker. 111 pp. 
$1.50. 

Fifty-two prayers and devotions of 
Martin Luther based on the Psalms that 
will not only give increased understand- 
ing of the great reformer, but will pro- 
vide comfort, counsel and inspiration 
in one’s own devotions. 


The Mennonite Encyclopedia, Vol. I. 
A-C. Mennonite Brethren. 812 pp. 
$10.00. 


Reviewed by Ralph L. Keiper 

One of the small instruments used 
mightily of the Lord is that faithful 
group of believers known as the Men- 
nonites. Many of us know little about 
them, though there is much to know. 
We need be ignorant no longer. The 
Mennonite Encyclopedia tells their story 
graphically, setting forth their contribu- 
tion under God in maintaining their 
faith under terrific odds. 

This work, in four volumes, is to set 
forth the history of the Anabaptist move- 
ment of which the Mennonites are part 
heirs. In three thousand pages, ten 
thousand articles, four hundred _ illus- 
trations, and one hundred maps, the 
story of this gallant people is told. In 
well-written articles their history, theo- 
logy, culture, and ethics are unfolded. 
One is deeply moved as a parade of 
over two-thousand martyrs, who willingly 
gave their lives for the Giver of Eternal 
life, passes in review—martyrs from Hol- 
land, Switzerland, Germany, and Aus- 
tria. 

In the Mennonite Encyclopedia we 
have scholarship at its best. The editors, 
Harold S. Bender and C. Henry Smith 
have given us a work that no library 
can be without and no student of church 
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history can afford to miss. The publishers 
have presented the volume on good 
paper, fine, clear type, and well bound. 
The first volume covers the letters A-C. 
Volume II will appear sometime during 
this year, and volumes III and IV will 
appear in 1957 and 1958 respectively. If 
one orders the four volumes now a saving 
of six dollars can be realized. 


How Christian Parents Face Family 
Problems. John Charles Wynn. West- 
minster. 138 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Agnes Bustard 


This is a “down-to-earth” consider- 
ation of family conflicts; discipline and 
punishment; finances and the trouble- 
some question of weekly allowances; 
how to have family worship; and most 
of all, how parents themselves can pre- 
serve energy and equilibrium. The sec- 
ond part is a discussion of special prob- 
lems: interpreting sex to our children; 
the parent who must walk alone; should 
young people date Roman Catholics; 
and facing the world with a_ handi- 
capped child. The problems are earthly, 
but Christianity enables the Christian 
family to “grasp onto divine resources.” 
Conservative Christians would appreci- 
ate a stronger emphasis on the depend- 
ence on the Lord Jesus. Ballet dancing 
and dramatics as social attainments 
would not be those of conservative 
Christians. The writer maintains that it 
takes a mature parent to discipline a 
child. The book is easy to read and 
should prove helpful to parents and 
Christian counselors of young people. It 
would be fine in the Sunday School li- 
brary. 


The Epistle of Paul to the Philippians. 
Robert Johnstone. Baker. 490 pp. 
$3.95. 


Reviewed by Douglas B. MacCorkle 


These thirty lectures would change a 
man’s month tremendously if he were to 
read one a day. The same goes for the 
family devotional circle where adults 
are involved. The readers will want to 
pay special attention to chapters two 
and three where our author reveals his 
warm devotion to the Person of Christ 
and then to the persuasion of Christ 
with His own people. 

This reviewer heartily commends this 
reprint as scholarly, substantial, and 
stimulating. 


Principles of Expository Preaching. 
Merrill F. Unger. Zondervan. 267 pp. 
$3.50. : 

Reviewed by Douglas B. MacCorkle 
It is a habit among contemporary 
evangelicals to expect from Dr. - Unger 

a book that has structure and substance. 

In this book preachers will find a com- 

prehensive handling of the practical de- 
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All Other Ground 


ARGYE M. BRIGGS 


The spiritual odyssey of Martin Ramsey, raw, 
proud, rebellious, born to trouble in Western 
Oklahoma, and to final awakening service as a 
chaplain in the Pacific. A novel of power and of 
the unusual sensitivity that has made Mrs. Briggs’ 
Root Out of Dry Ground and other books such 
outstanding successes. November 1, $3.00 








Plenty, Priscilla 


HELEN R. MANN 


A vivid chronicle of 17th century New England and 
the love of vivacious Priscilla Appleton and the 
forceful, dedicated Rev. Joseph Capen, this second 
novel by the author of Gallant Warrior is built on 
authentic sources and delineated with verve and fine 
craftsmanship. November 15, $3.00 


The Gospels .  kennetu s. wuest 


The esteemed author’s Word Studies have immeasurably aided thousands 
to a better understanding of the Greek New Testament. This new, ex- 
panded translation gives the full English equivalent of the Greek text of the 
four Gospels in modern English, giving the reader a wonderful grasp of 
what the four evangelists actually wrote and the phrasing, tense and style 
they employed. November 1, $3.50 


KNIGHT'S MASTER BOOK 


OF NEW ILLUSTRATIONS 


Walter B. Knight. The brand new collection of more than 4,000 stories, 
anecdotes and illustrations, both timely and up to date. Here is the widest 
range of usable material topically arranged for convenient use. The best 
available for pastors, teachers, Christian workers, evangelists and speakers. 
$6.95 








THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 


Davidson, Kevan and Stibbs. “The biggest commen- 
tary bargain on the market today, the best one- 
volume conservative commentary on the Bible,” 
states United Evangelical Action. “Unquestioned 
pre-eminence among one-volume Bible commen- 
taries,” states Moody Monthly. “The finest one-vol- 
ume commentary in the English language,” states 
Christian Life. The concise reference work for the 
general reader. $7.95 e %, 


Te ‘ 
Pi a 


“This bouk is absolutely the most colorfully written 
Bible story I’ve ever read; the children love it,” 
writes Mrs. Betty G. Owens of Wewahitchka, Fla. 
Easy to read for ages 7 to 12, it covers the entire 
Bible in 292 stories (732 pp.), has large, clear type, 
colored pictures, indexes, pronunciation and Scrip- 
ture guides. $3.95. (Deluxe leatherette edition, 
boxed, $5.95) 


At your bookstore, or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 


Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 






















24 Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas 


the high priest. 
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| 25 And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. 
| They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also 


Here are some of the featu 
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admires the HARPER 


Illustrated Family 


BIBLE 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith calls it 
“A great illustrated Bible!” 


res that make this a great Bible: 


> 225 full-page engravings by Gustave Doré> Over 300 smaller illustrations 
taken from art galleries and museums all over the world >} Extensive family 
record section } Large type on strong, white, opaque paper > Bound like 
iron in long-lasting maroon oxhide over board > Artistic Florentine tooling 
> Embossed cross > 22 carat gold edges 


Truly a Bible in all its glory—one that will become an heirloom 
to be read and re-read generation after generation. 


KING JAMES VERSION e Size 13 


x 10 x 4.¢ $40 at your bookstore 


HARPER & BROTHERS, Publisher, New York 16, N. Y. 















there are hundreds more blind and 
someone’s love and Christian care. 
lives. Won’t you pray for our work 
by your gift? 


Help for the blind children of the 
mee: is only one of the many 
services to the blind at home and 
overseas which the John Milton 
Society carries on as the official 
agency of the Churches of the 
United States and Canada. Your 
contribution in ANY AMOUNT 
is desperately needed. 


~ SOMEONE TO LOVE 
A BLIND CHILD 


O BE A CHILD is to believe in love .. . 
Te believe that God will help you 

grow up strong . . . to believe that 
tomorrow you'll know how to care for 
yourself. But to a blind child in darkness 
and poverty the most important thing in 
the world is to have someone’s love. 

In the name of Jesus Christ who loved 
the children and opened the eyes of the 
blind the JOHN MILTON SOCIETY is 
helping to feed, clothe, educate and care 
for blind children in 33 Christian Schools 
in Africa, the Middle East and Asia. But 
destitute children we know of who. need 
Only you can bring hope to their tragic 
and make God’s love real to a blind child 


JOHN MILTON SOCIETY 


THE BLIND 
New York 10, N.Y 


FOR 
160 Fifth Ave 
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tails that. face them as they seek to 
preach the Word. Dr. Unger pleads for 
expository preaching, explores the 
dearth of it, and emphasizes the benefits 
to preacher and people from it. Then 
he rolls up his own expositional sleeves 
and having defined biblical exposition, 
parades the specific tools and devices of 
the art—pointing out the laboratory use 
of the same. One gets a sense of familiar- 
ity with the tools and also a sense of ways 
and means to keep the tools sharp for 
evangelical use on the firing-line of the 
true faith. 

This book will win its own way to a 
permanent place on the preacher’s desk. 


Elisha. F. W. Krummacher. Zondervan. 
251 pp. $2.95. 


Reviewed by Dr. Barnhouse 


The fact that Krummacher was trans- 
lated into English 118 years ago shows 
that he had done a work which reached 
outside of his own pulpit in Berlin and 
his own land of Prussia. If you can’t find 
a second-hand copy of the old edition 
for a quarter in some book store, this 
book could be worth twelve times that 
price for the spiritual blessing it brings. 
The style is somewhat flowery and pon- 
derous, but there is gold in the mine 
for those willing to smelt the ore. 


Meet These Men. Clovis G. Chappell. 
Abingdon. 156 pp. $2. 


Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


Dr. Chappell has a knack of taking 
biblical truth and setting it in modern 
language and thought so that even the 
most biblically-illiterate can comprehend 
and appreciate it, while Bible students 
will revel in the freshness of the pre- 
sentation. 

In this book of biographical studies, 
we meet famous Bible personalities such 
as Paul, Onesimus, Samuel, Jacob, 
Abraham, Judas, Habakkuk and Na- 
aman, dressed up, however, in twentieth- 
century clothes. We may almost mistake 
them for our next-door neighbors or 
the fellow down the street; the politician 
in City Hall or the gangster who gave 
himself up and made good. Dr. Chap- 
pell has used a lot of sanctified imagina- 
tion to fill in story details in a remark- 
able manner. It is intriguing to walk 
beside Onesimus as he “annexes” his 
master’s bank account, takes off for 
Rome, meets Paul and is converted. 
General Naaman is introduced to us, 
sitting in his car outside the prophet’s 
home, waiting for Elisha to come to 
him and fretting over the delay. 

The studies themselves are augmented 
by a multitude of illustrations drawn 
from the author’s vast experience in 
the ministry of Christ. This is certainly 
a must book for every Christian. 
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Just in time for Christmas Giving 


Kg One or more of these new Fall CONCORDIA pub- 
i ZZSES ; lications will prove just the “right” gift for that 
3 teen-ager— your Mom, Dad, Aunt, Grandpar- 

ents, friends, church leaders. Of course, 
you'll want to make this a “book” 
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A new book of inspiration! Those who appre- 
ciate deep sentiments, expressed with beauty 
and sincerity, will want to own this new book 
of enduring Christian truths. Bound in a color- 
ful, deluxe patterned binding. Makes a highly 
appropriate and appealing gift for Christmas. 


Approx. 200 pages. Cloth. $2.50 


VOICE OF CONSCIENCE 
By Alfred M. Rehwinkel 


Designed to help clarify the concepts of con- 
science, fundamental morality, and man’s re- 
sponsibility to God. Christians of all classes— 
particularly students, doctors, nurses, chap- 
lains, social workers, will be especially grateful 
for the guidance and insight this new book 
brings. 
Approx. 174 pages. Cloth. $2.75 


MARTIN LUTHER—SAINT AND SINNER 
By Theodore J. Kleinhans 


Martin Luther presented in personal-anecdotal 
style. 


So entertainingly written, so inspiring, it makes 
an ideal Christmas gift for most anyone on 
your list. 

144 pages. Cloth. $1.65 


By Various Authors 
By Henry Rische 


Christmas for yourself, too! 


MEDITATIONS 
FROM 
PORTALS 
OF PRAYER 


New Twentieth Anniversary Edition! Contains 
selected meditations for every day of the year— 
378 daily devotions by 65 different authors. 
Especially ideal for friends and relatives in con- 
vekigiati homes and homes for the aged—and 
for young people at college or in the military 
service. 
Approx. 380 pages. Cloth. $3.00 


THE CROSS AND THE COMMON MAN 


By H.W. Gockel 
Director of “This Is The Life”, TV’s most 
popular inspirational program. 


“The kind of a book one can give to any lay- 
man, within or without the church, and expect 
him to gain a better understanding of what 
Christianity is all about.”—The Lutheran Lay- 


man. 
155 pages. Cloth. $2.00 


LABOR, INDUSTRY AND THE CHURCH 
By John Daniel 


A comprehensive discussion of industrial and 
labor problems, with Christian applications. 
All who want their Christian faith to work a 
seven day week will find Labor, Industry and 
the Church both helpful and enlightening. 


240 pages. Cloth. $3.00 


At your religious book store or from 


CSONCOLPAEAS} pwpiisuing wovse - st. Lovis 18, missouri 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 16) 


Church, where the police stood by while 
the priest told them that if they con- 
tinued in the evangelical faith they 
would be killed—and if anyone came to 
teach them more they would be killed 
too. Since that day the Huixtecos, con- 
stantly being watched, have been afraid 
to contact the missionaries or even to 
stop on the trail to talk with evangelicals 
from other places. 


COMMUNIST PAPER SWITCHES STAND 


East Germany’s official Communist 
organ told readers that a church mem- 
ber could join the party. 

Neues Deutschland also said, in an- 
other deviation from Communist policy, 
that Christian workers were welcome in 


the party. 
The paper added that the “Socialist 
workers’ movement” and “upright 


Christendom” have quite a few social, 
ethical and moral points of contact. 

However, it stressed that “Marxism- 
Leninism, based on dialectical and his- 
torical materialism is the proper ideology 
for all progressive people.” The party, 
it said, will “patiently and insistently 
convince all workers of the correctness 
of this ideology.” 

A few weeks ago Neues Deutschland 
called upon all party members to be 
“unremitting in their fight against 
religion.” Party members were warned 
against taking a “neutral” attitude to- 
wards religion and regarding it as an 
“abstract issue outside of the class 
struggle.” 


BILLY GRAHAM MISQUOTED 


The Associated Press misquoted Billy 
Graham when reporting a New York 
meeting, according to a wire sent out by 
his Minneapolis headquarters. The AP 
reported, “We are not coming here to 
clean up New York City. We are coming 
to get the people to dedicate themselves 
to God and then send them to their own 
church, Catholic, Jew, or Protestant.” 
According to the Rev. George L. Ed- 
strom of the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, Graham actually said, “We 
are not coming to New York with 
grandiose ideas that we can clean up 
New York City, though we have a gospel 
that could be the dynamite of God to 
transform New York as it did the Roman 
world. Fifty-eight per cent of the people 
of New York do not attend any church, 
Catholic, Jews, or Protestant.” 


RIPE FOR CONVERSION 

The Rev. John T. McGinn of the 
Paulist Fathers, New York, said at Notre 
Dame, Ind., that Roman Catholics have 
“an exceptionally favorable opportu- 
nity” today to “win a hearing” for their 
faith in the United States. 
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bomb fell on Hiroshima. The Editor-in chief of ETERNITY tly 


months trip to the Orient. 


He told 3,500 teenagers attending the 
national convention of the Catholic 
Students’ Mission Crusade at Notre 
Dame University that “ten million 
Americans are ripe for conversion to 
Catholicism.” 

Chiding American Catholics for 
apathy in “the apostolate to our non- 
Catholic neighbors” the priest called 
upon the laity to enlist their “full talents 
and energies” in “winning Christ’s 
‘other sheep’ to His fold. 

Father McGinn pointed out that a 
casual inquiry from a neighbor about a 
play based on the story of Joan of Arc 
might be a “decisive moment” in win- 
ning a convert. 

“It is usually a layman who is nearest 
at hand at such a moment,” he said. “If 
our laity are ill-informed, timid, apa- 
thetic or tongue-tied, those favorable 
occasions will pass unrealized.” 


BANTU CHURCH ASSUMES ITS PLACE 


An occasion of historic significance 
took place in South Africa in July when 
an American missionary and two native 
pastors stepped into the red plush fur- 
nished room of Sobhuza II, Paramount 
Chief of Swaziland, to meet the Swazi 
king and members of his Council. The 
business transacted brought to fruition 
twenty years of planning on the part of 
some missionaries of The Evangelical 
Alliance Mission to establish an indige- 
nous church in Swaziland. 

At the conference the Rev. Irl T. 
McCallister, representing TEAM, pre- 
sented the Rev. Abner Mndebele and 
the Rev. Johane Nyawo to the Para- 
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Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse preaches at a missionary conference held by the Evangelical Mission- 
ary Association of Japan at Karavizawa, August 6, 1956—exactly eleven years since the atom 
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mount Chief. Thirty-six-year-old Pastor 
Mndebele is the recently elected general 
superintendent of the newly formed 
Bantu Evangelical Church and Pastor 
Nyawo is his assistant. 

In his presentation McCallister stated 
that the handing over of all the admin- 
istration of the BEC was so complete 
that it was unparalleled in the history 
of missions in South Africa. Henceforth 
any missionary having work directly 
connected with BEC will be under the 
supervision of an African. This is an 
important step in a country where white 
supremacy is practiced. 

This action of TEAM makes Mnde- 
bele the head over some 130 churches 
in the Union of South Africa and Swazi- 
land, but it does not include the mission 
releasing control of boarding schools, 
mission stations or medical work. 


WORLDWIDE BIBLE READING 


Theme for the 1956 Worldwide Bible 
Reading observance to be held from 
Thanksgiving to Christmas will be “The 
Bible Speaks Today.” 

This was announced in New York by 
the American Bible Society, sponsor 
of the observance, now in its thirteenth 
year. 

During the designated period, people 
all over the world read a pre-selected 
scriptural passage on the same day. Last 
year persons in more than forty coun- 
tries participtated. 

Climax of the observance is Universal 
Bible Sunday, a tradition in this coun- 
try since 1904, which falls on Dec. 9. 
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BLACK ANGUS CATTLE, BEWARE 


The South African Outlook notes that 
Anna Sewell’s Black Beauty, story of a 
thoroughbred horse, has been banned in 
South Africa as “offending against the 
color bar.” The Outlook asks: “Will the 
Friesland cattle be next, on account of 
the integration of black and white on 
their hides?” 


SIGNS FOR BIBLICAL SITES 


Three hundred signposts are being 
erected by the Israeli government to 
mark biblical and_ historical _ sites 
throughout the country. 

They are designed to aid tourists and 
link the ancient Kingdom of Israel with 
the modern Israeli state. 

‘The markers are six feet high and two 
feet wide at the top, narrowing down 
to 18 inches at the bottom. Lettering in 
English and Hebrew describes the his- 
torical importance of each site. 

First to go up was a sign pointing out 
Sodom on the shore of the Dead Sea— 
the city of infamy. Another was erected 
in a valley along the Jerusalem-Beer- 
sheba highway marking the site where 
David slew Goliath. 

Directing the project is Gen. Yigael 
Yadin, Israeli war hero and archeolo- 
gist. He is chairman of a council that 
advises the government on_historical- 
archeological matters. 


MORE ‘REALISTIC’ LITERATURE 


Dr. William Nicol, government ad- 
ministrator of the Transvaal Province, 
said in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
there is no reason why “black children 
should not have Bibles with black 
angels.” 

The administrator, an ordained clergy- 
man, made the comment in addressing 
a conference on Christian Literature for 
the Bantus of Southern Africa called 
here by South African Protestant groups. 

“After all, what right have we to de- 
mand that angels in children’s Bibles 
should all be white angels?” Dr. Nicol 
asked. “The Chinese picture their angels 
with slanting eyes; why can’t the Bantu 
have books with black angels?” 

Urging that more use be made of “the 
great unwritten treasury of Bantu 
mythology and legend,” he said it is 
the task of writers and preachers to 
“change the dress of the truth without 
changing its essential core.” 

Dr. R. W. H. Shepherd, president of 
the Christian Council of South Africa, 
told the conference that missionaries 
should foster a literary movement among 
the Bantus. 

“The press is one of the most power- 
ful agencies in the onward march of a 
people,” he said. “The more education 
spreads in Africa, the mightier will that 
agency become. 

(Continued on page 46) 
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the RISING THREAT of the... 


CULES 


The growth of the combined non-Christian cults is estimated to be . 
ten times that of evangelical Christianity. Here are four outstand- 
ing books that will give you facts about this dangerous, rising 
tide of contemporary cultism. 


THE RISE OF THE CULTS by Walter R. Martin — This is an 
introduction to the non-Christian religions of Christian 
Science, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormonism, Unity and Father 
Divine. $2.00 


JEHOVAH OF THE WATCH TOWER by Walter R. Martin and 
Norman H. Klann—The Southern Presbyterian Journal says: 
“. .. this is a thorough expose of the important anti-Biblical 
teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses.”” Enlarged edition, indexed. 

Cloth—$2.50. Paper—$1.50 


THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MYTH by Walter R. Martin and 
Norman H. Klann — The Bookcast says: “. . . the entire 
doctrine of Christian Science is thoroughly discussed and 
exposed — the whole cult and its doctrines are exploded 
as false.”’ Indexed. Cloth—$2.50. Paper—$1.50 


THE CHRISTIAN AND THE CULTS by Walter R. Martin — This 
is a handbook to help Christians deal effectively with cultists, 
repel their arguments, find their weaknesses, and answer 
this threat from the Bible. $2.00 
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Save... BEZOO 


BY ORDERING BEFORE DEC. 31, 1956! 
Ryle’s Expository Thoughts on the Gospels 


By BISHOP J. C. RYLE 


A full and complete, four-volume commentary on every 
verse in the Gospels. In these outstanding books the 
author has brought together valuable comments that 
are based on the most thorough scholarly research. 
Enlivened by practical explanations in a clear readable 
style, these volumes place incomparable reference ma- 
terial before the pastor, teacher or layman. 


DR. PAUL S. REES, Pastor First Covenant Church, Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, says “. . . I have come to rd this 
as one of the richest additions that I have made to my 
library . . . the wealth of research and scholarship, the 
simplicity and directness of style, the warm devotional 
spirit, which have gone into the writing of these volumes 
have enriched my heart and ministry beyond measure. 
Outstanding!” 

Four large volumes complete 

and unabridged (53/,” x 9”). En- 

larged clear type. May be pur- 

chased by the volume or as a set. 
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wing individual vol- 

umes at $4.95 per volume. 
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 
(Continued from page 21) 


“This statement should therefore 
nullify the stock ‘quotations’ that have 
been circulated against us. We are one 
with our fellow Christians of denomina- 
tional groups in the great fundamentals 
of the faith once delivered to the saints. 
Our hope is in a crucified, risen, minis- 
tering, and soon-returning Saviour.” 

It is true that there is still some 
literature in print and on the shelves 
of libraries that reflects some of the 
earlier positions just mentioned, but 
precautions are being taken to limit 
further circulation and to present a uni- 
fied and true picture of Seventh-day 
Adventist adherence to the cardinal doc- 
trines of the Christian faith. 

In contrast to this development in 
Seventh-day Adventism, it is to be noted 
that there are many publications cir- 
culated today in evangelical bodies, deal- 
ing with the Seventh-day Adventist de- 
nomination that are seemingly unaware 
of or unconcerned with the present 
positions of the church. This writer has 
read all the anti-Adventist publications 
issued within the last fifty-seven years 
and listed in the catalogs of the Library 
of Congress and the New York Public 
Library. Less than 20 per cent of these 
volumes are now up to date or contain 
the true Seventh-day Adventist posi- 
tions as they are stated and published in 
contemporary Adventist circles. 

My research has uncovered the fact 
that not only have many unrepresenta- 
tive quotations cited from _ earlier 
Seventh-day Adventist publications been 
expunged from the current editions of 
these publications, but that many of 
the critics of Seventh-day Adventism con- 
stantly make unethical use of the elipsis 
—the deletion of parts of sentences, and 
sometimes whole paragraphs in between 
sentences—in order seemingly to indict 
the Adventists for holding beliefs that 
they most strenuously reject. The abuse 
of ethics by some Christian writers and 
publishers, both non-Adventist and Ad- 
ventist, is shocking when one makes a 
close survey of the conflicting literature 
involved! 

This writer is by no means a Seventh- 
day Adventist, nor do I as a Baptist 
at all hold their distinctive doctrines, 
which we shall discuss next, but an 
impartial study of the facts extending 
over a seven-year period, interviews with 
leaders in the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, and a thorough acquaintance 
with a voluminous amount of Adventist 
and non-Adventist publications, has led 
me as a research polemicist to believe 
that a reasonable re-evaluation of the 
position of Seventh-day Adventism is 
called for in orthodox evangelical circles 
today. The need for abandoning the 
out-of-print quotations and questionable 


statements that have been repudiated 
by the Adventist denomination ought 
also to be recognized by Christian pub- 
lishers who wish to present the truth. 
Surely none is interested merely in 
issuing books and pamphlets to sell and 
make money, irrespective of the truth- 
fulness of their contents. 

Seventh-day Adventists, then, assured- 
ly accept the Bible as the inspired revela- 
tion of God to man, the sole rule of 
faith and practice. Their theology em- 
braces the orthodox doctrines of the 
Trinity, the deity and eternal preexist- 
ence of Jesus Christ, the second Person 
of the Godhead, His miraculous con- 
ception and Virgin birth, sinless human 
nature during the incarnation, vicarious 
atoning death on the cross, bodily res- 
urrection, literal ascension, priestly 
ministry as Intercessor before the Father, 
and His second personal, premillennial 
advent to judge the world. 

In addition to this, all reliable, rep- 
resentative, Seventh-day Adventist litera- 
ture holds to the fundamental doctrines 
of the new birth, justification by 
faith, progressive sanctification by the 
indwelling Holy Spirit, and salvation 
by grace alone through the blood of 
Jesus Christ, apart from the works of the 
law. Should anyone reading this article 
desire proof of the official Seventh-day 
Adventist position on these statements 
they should address a letter or postal 
card to: The General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists, Department I, 
Takoma Park, Washington 12, D. C., 
and confirmation sufficient to convince 
any honest investigator will be forth- 
coming immediately. In the early months 
of 1957 the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists will release a 
new book dealing with contemporary 
Seventh-day Adventist theology, which 
should supersede individual-author pub- 
lications on the basis of authoritative 
theological positions, stating unequivo- 
cally the adherence of the General Con- 
ference, and of all true Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists, to the fundamentals of the 
gospel just stated. 

Seventh-day Adventism in 1956 is a 
far cry from the Adventism—rightly criti- 
cized in certain areas—of Dudley M. Can- 
right in his book Seventh-day Adventism 
Renounced. Whoever attempts to refute 
Adventism today by using Canright and 
by quoting him as authoritative in every 
area of his criticism of Seventh-day 
Adventism is tearing down a straw man. 
Where Canright deals with the divergent 
views of Adventism as they affect the 
historic Christian message, he is relevant. 
However, many of the earlier minority 
positions in Adventism have either been 
reversed or revised in line with the 
convictions of the leadership of the 
Seventh-day Adventist denomination 
that advancing light and _ progressive 
truth make necessary clarification and 
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_adherence to the cardinal truths of the 
gospel. 

Dr. LeRoy E. Froom, one of the 
Secretaries of the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists, writing in a new 
theological publication to be released 
early in 1957, clearly states the Seventh- 
day Adventist denomination’s repudia- 
tion of all extremist or personal posi- 
tions of the past that misrepresent the 
clear teachings of the church and of 
distorted positions wrongly attributed to 
them. Writes Dr. Froom: 

“We wholly reject the thought that 
the atoning sacrifice of Christ on Calvary 
was either insufficient or incomplete. We 
totally reject the concept of a dual 
atonement. We utterly repudiate the 
postulate that human works are in any 
way a ground of acceptance with God. 
And we reject the blasphemous and 
abhorrent suggestion that Satan plays 
any part in our salvation.” 

He also lists popular “errors” in the 
religious world repudiated by Adven- 
tists: “We likewise reject the evolution 
hypothesis, the fallacy of a second proba- 
tion, the fantasy of ultimate restoration- 
ism, or universalism, as well as spiritism, 
unitarianism, pantheism, ritualism, anti- 
nomianism, and rationalism. And we re- 
ject the practice of infant baptism and 
baptismal regeneration.” 

In addition, he states categorically: 
“And we similarly reject all such Roman 
Catholic doctrines as the superiority of 
tradition and the insufficience of Scrip- 
ture, the immaculate conception, the 
mass and transubstantiation, commun- 
ion in one kind, purgatory, penance, 
veneration of images, indulgences, in- 
vocation of saints, absolution, and ex- 
treme unction.” 

The positions presented in this cover- 
ing statement by Dr. Froom, speaking 
as a leading authority on Adventist 
history and theology, are fully supported 
by the declarations of the General Con- 
ference of Seventh-day Adventists. It is 
one more evidence that Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists wish to correct all misrepresen- 
tations, and any misinterpretations of 
some in the past, and to fellowship with 
the other members of the body of Christ. 


The Scapegoat Teaching 


One of the common charges raised 
against Seventh-day Adventist theology 
is that it makes Satan a co-sinbearer with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. This charge is 
based upon Leviticus 16, where one goat 
was slain for a sin offering and the other 
goat was sent out into the wilderness 
in the Old Testament symbolism. The 
second goat’s title was “Azazel,” and 
Seventh-day Adventists, in company with 
a number of prominent scholars who 
are not Adventists, maintain that this 
goat represents Satan. 

It is the Adventist teaching that when 
the Lord Jesus Christ returns from 
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heaven with His saints at the close of 
the millennial thousand years, to end 
the great and terrible day of Jehovah, 
He will place upon Satan, or the devil, 
the full responsibility for Satan’s role 
as instigator or tempter to sin. The 
Adventists reason that Satan is indirectly 
involved, where guilt is concerned, in 
that he was the originator of evil who 
caused our first parents to sin and 
ushered death into the world. There- 
fore it is only fitting, they believe, that 
according to the type he should be 
punished for his responsibility in bring- 
ing about the rebellion of both angels 
and men against the Creator, and he 
must therefore bear the retributive 
punishment for his responsibility in the 
sins of all men. 

However, the Adventists repudiate 
completely any suggestion or implication 
that Satan is in any degree their “sin- 
bearer,” pointing out that, in the Old 
Testament symbolism, only the first goat 
was slain as a vicarious offering. The 
second goat was not killed, but sent 
out into the wilderness to die. And they 
maintain that Satan similarly bears 
away to final annihilation his part and 
responsibility as the master criminal who 
plotted the development of sin and has 
sustained it throughout the period of 
God’s grace toward lost men. To quote 
a recognized Adventist authority: 

“Now concerning my sin, Christ died 
for my sins, (Romans 5:8). He was 
wounded for my transgressions and bore 
my iniquities (Isaiah 53). He assumed 
my responsibilities and His blood alone 
cleanses me from all sin (I John 1:7). 
The atonement for my sin is made solely 
by the shed blood of Christ, for without 
the shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission (Heb. 9:22).” 

The “scapegoat,” then, stands for 
Satan in Lev. 16, according to Seventh- 
day Adventist theology. It is he who, in 
the final analysis, is to have rolled back 
upon his head not only his own sins 
but the responsibility for all the sins 
he has caused others to commit. In their 
theology Satan does not vicariously bear 
the sins of anyone! He has no part 
whatsoever in the already completed 
atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
As Dr. Froom has succinctly said: 

“Satan’s death, a thousand times over, 
could never make him a saviour in any 
sense whatsoever. He is the arch-sinner 
of the universe, the author and instiga- 
tor of sin. Even if he had never sinned, 
he still could never save others. Not 
even the highest of the holy angels could 
atone for our sins. Only Christ, the 
Creator, the one and only God-man, 
could make.a substitutionary atonement 
for men’s transgressions. And this Christ 
did completely and perfectly and once- 
for-all on Golgotha.” 

The literature of Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists in past years, and even occasion- 


ally in some current publications, has 
unfortunately not been altogether clear 
in this differentiation, when the scape- 
goat was discussed. But neither Ellen 
G. White nor the overwhelming ma- 
jority of Adventist writers has ever held 
that Satan was in any degree a vicarious 
substitute or a sin-bearer, much less a 
co-worker with Christ in the atonement. 
All Seventh-day Adventists are in har- 
mony with the teachings of the General 
Conference that Jesus Christ shed His 
blood upon the cross once for all, and 
it was on that perfect sacrifice alone, 
and Christ’s completed atonement, that 
they have rested, and do now rest, all 
hope for their salvation. 


Salvation by Law or Grace? 


In 1888 at an important convocation 
of Seventh-day Adventist leaders, Ellen 
G. White encouraged members of the 
denomination to stand forthrightly upon 
the clear scriptural teaching of salva- 
tion by grace alone through the blood 
of Jesus Christ apart from the deeds of 
the law. There had been some confusion 
on this point. But Mrs. White emphati- 
cally rejected the ideas of a certain seg- 
ment of Adventist leadership at the 
time, which held that salvation was by 
grace, but was contingent in some re- 
spect upon the works of the law. The 
official position of the Seventh-day Ad- 
ventist denomination declares: 

“The law cannot save the transgressor 
from his sin, nor impart power to keep 
him from sinning. In infinite love and 
mercy, God provides a way whereby 
this may be done. He furnishes a sub- 
stitute, even Christ the Righteous One 
to die in man’s stead making Him to 
be sin for us who knew no sin that we 
might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him’ (II Cor. 5:21). That one is 
justified, not by obedience to the law 
but by the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
By accepting Christ man is reconciled 
to God, justified by His blood from the 
sins of the past, and saved from the 
power of sin by His indwelling life. 
Thus the gospel becomes ‘the power 
of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth’ (Romans 1:16). This experi- 
ence is wrought by the divine agency of 
the Holy Spirit, who convinces of sin 
and leads to the Sin-Bearer, inducting 
the believer into the new covenant re- 
lationship, where the law of God is 
written upon his heart, and through 
the enabling power of the indwelling 
Christ, his life is brought into conform- 
ity to the divine precepts. The honor 
and merit of this wonderful transforma- 
tion belongs wholly to Christ (I John 
2:1,2; 3:4; Romans 3:20; 5:8-10; 7:7; 
Ephesians 2:8-10; 3:17; Gal. 2:20; Heb. 
8:8-12).” (“Fundamental Beliefs of 
Seventh-day Adventists,” p. 4, of 
Seventh-day Adventist Year Book, 1956.) 

Seventh-day Adventists have reacted 
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rather violently against the modern 
trend toward Antinomianism or the con- 
cept that the Christian has nothing to 
do with the moral law and especially the 
Ten Commandments. They maintain, 
and rightly so, that although one is 
saved by grace through faith in Jesus 
Christ, wholly apart from the law, and 
while he is free from the condemnation 
of the law, he is certainly not free from 
the moral obligations of God’s moral 


law. For the Adventists (as for other 
informed Christians) it is just as wrong 
for a Christian in the Christian Era to 
lie, to cheat, to steal, to commit adultery, 
or to blaspheme now as it was for man- 
kind to do so before Calvary. And it 
has been their emphasis upon this point, 
in the face of certain Antinomian 
tendencies in evangelical circles through 
the years, which has largely been re- 
sponsible for characterizing them as 


““legalists.” That there are some legal- 


istic tendencies in Adventism however, 
there can be no doubt. But whatever 
legalistic tendencies do exist, in no way 
impugn the fundamental. adherence of ' 
Adventists to the gospel of Christ and 
the cardinal doctrines thereof. 

Historically, the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination has ever emphasized the 
blood of Jesus Christ and His grace 
alone as the true basis for salvation, 
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and their emphasis upon the law stems 
mainly from a desire to avoid the error 
of Antinomianism. 


The Doctrine of the Heavenly 
Sanctuary 


This particular doctrine, in its pre- 
sent form peculiar to the Seventh-day 
Adventist denomination, was first pro- 
mulgated by Hiram Edson, a prominent 
early Adventist, and a former Millerite 
minister. In the wake of the Great 
Disappointment of October 22, 1844, 
Edson reexamined the prophecy of 
Daniel 8:14 and _ the _ twenty-three 
hundred year-days, as ending in 1844. 
This examination culminated in what 
is today known, among Adventists, as 


the “sanctuary truth.” Hiram Edson 
came to believe that the Lord had im- 
parted to him a clearer interpretation 
of Daniel 8:14 relative to the Heavenly 
Sanctuary, which Edson transferred 
from the earlier Millerite concept of the 
earth as being the “sanctuary,” to rec- 
ognition of Heaven as the sanctuary, 
according to Hebrews 8 and 9. Instead 
of committing Miller’s error, however 
and stating that Christ was to come to 
earth in 1844 to cleanse the earthly 
sanctuary by fire, Edson believed that 
Christ at that time passed from the 
first apartment of the sanctuary in 
heaven into the second apartment of the 
heavenly sanctuary in 1844. Christ then 
was to complete this final phase of His 
heavenly ministry, which commenced in 
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1844, and come back to this earth bring- 
ing rewards with him at His glorious 
second advent—distinctly a future event. 
In a manuscript setting forth his life 
and experience, Edson records the event 
thusly: 

“After breakfast I said to one of my 
brethren, ‘Let us go and see and en- 
courage some of our brethren.’ We 
started, and while passing through a 
large field I was stopped about midway 
of the field. Heaven seemed open to 
my view and I saw distinctly and clearly 
that instead of our High Priest coming 
out of the Most Holy of the Heavenly 
Sanctuary to come to this earth on the 
tenth day of the seventh month, at 
the end of the 2300 days, He for the 
first time entered on that day the second 
apartment of that sanctuary; that he had 
a work to perform in the ‘most holy’ 
before coming to this earth. That He 
came to the marriage at that time (as 
mentioned in the parables of the ten 
virgins); in other words to the ancient 
of days to receive a kingdom, dominion 
and glory; we must wait for His return 
from the wedding. . . . 

“While I was thus standing in the 
midst of the field, my comrade passed 
on almost beyond speaking distance 
before missing me. He inquired why I 
was stopping so long, and I replied, 
‘The Lord was answering our morning 
prayers, by giving light with regard to 
our disappointment.’ ” 

In Edson’s mind then, and in the 
minds of many early Adventists, Heaven 
contained a literal sanctuary with a first 
apartment and a second apartment, 
constructed long the lines of the ancient 
Hebrew tabernacle. According to Edson, 
Christ entered the second apartment 
of the sanctuary in 1844 for the “first 
time,” to perform His final judgment 
work in the “Most Holy,” or second 
apartment, which would place Christ 
in the first apartment of the sanctuary 
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from the time of His ascension until 
October 22, 1844.* 

This second work that the Lord was 
expected to perform, and which He 
has been carrying out since 1844 accord- 
ing to Adventist theology, has been a 
work of “investigative judgment,” that 
is, a review of all believers, covering 
their lives, their works, etc., and when 
man’s probationary period is closed, the 
Lord Jesus Christ will come out of the 
heavenly sanctuary and return to earth, 
bringing all rewards with Him, and 
ushering in the great and terrible day 
of God Almighty. 

We have reserved further discussion 
of “the heavenly sanctuary,” the “in- 
vestigative judgment,” conditional im- 
mortality, annihilation of the wicked, 
and the Seventh-day Sabbath for our 
concluding article, which will deal 
particularly with those doctrines and 
give a summary of the reasons why, 
despite such views, the writer feels that 
it is still possible for us to have fellow- 
ship with Seventh-day Adventists. 

The deviations from what is common- 
ly called “historic orthodox theology” 
embraced by Seventh-day Adventism, 
will therefore be the subject of our final 
article. It has been the aim of this series 
of articles not to present an apologetic 
for Seventh-day Adventism, nor to 
whitewash their obvious deviations from 
the accepted theological views of 
orthodox Christianity, but rather to 
point out that all the evidence has not 
been considered where the Adventists 
are concerned, and what evidence has 
been presented has often been clouded 
by inaccuracy, lack of ethics, and distinct 
shortcomings of scholarly investigation. 
In order to have something to say 
against Adventism, many have been con- 
tent to say anything! However, whatever 
else one may say about Seventh-day 
Adventism, it cannot be denied from 
their truly representative literature and 
their historic positions that they have 
always as a majority, held to the 
cardinal, fundamental doctrines of the 
Christian faith which are necessary to 
salvation, and to the growth in grace 
that characterizes all true Christian 
believers. (To BE CONTINUED.) 


* This literalistic interpretation is con- 
tradicted by Hebrews 9: 12. Christ had al- 
ready entered in “once” into the holy places 
(Greek—Hagia, plural). 
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APPOINTMENT WITH AFRICA 
(Continued from page 15) 


Clear, practical Bible teaching is es- 
sential in Africa today that the believers 
may be built up in the faith to live holy, 
separate lives, apart from the evils 
around about them. 

We have recently issued, in Congo, 
a topical concordance in the Congo 
Swahili language—the first to be pub- 
lished in Central Africa. Commentaries 
and other Bible study helps are now 
being produced. The field of child evan- 
gelism is being attacked with literature 
prepared at Bukavu by Child Evangelism 
workers. Sunday School lesson manuals 
are appearing in native languages. A 
whole, nearly untouched field is the 
adaptation for Africa of the spiritual 
literature treasures containing the min- 
istry of God’s gifts to the Church Uni- 
versal. Correspondence courses, as the 
Emmaus series, have found an interested 
host of students, and thousands in 
Africa are taking these courses in a dozen 
languages. 

Phonograph records produced by Gos- 
pel Recordings have had an amazing 
success in Africa and bring the verbal 
gospel message to far-flung outposts in 
the local dialects. Literature and col- 
portage will not replace these other 
methods of witness but increasingly sup- 
plement them and coordinate the cor- 
porate testimony. 

God has prospered His people in 
North America, not for self-pleasing, 
but to provide the means of advancing 
His work in the world. Investment in 
Christian literature is a calculated reck- 
oning of the cost and a willingness to 
pay it for Christ. Universal knowledge 
of His great salvation should be our 
primary concern. 

How futile is indulgence in retro- 
spective regrets when the door is closed. 
We say of China, “We should have done 
more in literature before the bamboo 
curtain dropped.” Africa is wide open 
for the gospel. The opportunity may be 
transient, time is fleeting. May God 
help us to act effectively and adequately 
now to meet Africa’s crying literature 
needs. EnpD 
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CITY FALLS 
(Continued from page 19) 


a man and either went down fighting or 
went prisoner to Babylon. His little of- 
fice fell in ruin. Great rains seem to have 
followed and washed a silt of broken 
mud-brick through the ruins of the 
town. Thanks to this many objects have 
survived—among them the pottery let- 
ters. Two thousand five hundred years 
go by, and they speak to another age. 
And thanks to a petty correspondence 
we have in the translator’s words, “au- 
thentic, contemporary internal confirma- 


tion of the political and religious strug- 
gle during the last phase of the Judean 
Kingdom, as told in the Scriptures.” 

A word in closing on epistolary cour- 
tesies. All the letters begin with the hum- 
ble question: “Who am I, thy slave, a 
dog that thou shouldst write to me?” 
It meant no more than, “Dear Sir,” and 
“Your obedient servant.” There is an an- 
cient Chinese letter in existence from a 
minor official to his superior. “Your 
very foolish little brother,” he signs him- 
self. No doubt Hoshaiah had his tongue 
as politely in his cheek as he argued by 
potsherd with Captain Jaush. 
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TRUE SEPARATION 

(Continued from page 13) 
is not the young people’s fault that this 
is true; it is our fault, we the parents 
and pastors and Sunday school teachers 
who let them grow up without teaching 
them how to fight the good fight of 
faith, We have conditioned them to 
avoid evil—not to overcome it; and when 
they finally must face an evil world on 
their own, they quickly succumb to it 
or spend the rest of their lives running 
away. No, not only those two alterna- 
tives. A few, a very few, are able to 
make emergency adjustments and _ sur- 
vive until they learn by necessity to 
become good soldiers of Christ, but we 
can take no credit for them. 

We must listen again to the words of 
our Lord: “As the Father hath sent Me, 
even so send I you—to do My work, 
that of reaching and winning the lost— 
in My way, by becoming their friend, 
their confidant, their companion—ex- 
posed to My dangers, the allurement of 
the world, the selfishness of the flesh,* 
and the independence of the devil—but 
overcoming with My weapons, faith in 
God, knowledge of His Word, personal 
righteousness, perseverance in prayer, 
and loving not your lives unto death.” 


This is His command to us. We must’ 


prepare ourselves and our children to 
obey! 

A word of caution here is necessary. 
It is one thing to commission a soldier 
and equip him with adequate weapons. 
It is another thing to train him to use 
those weapons effectively. During the 
training period, a degree of protection 
and shelter from danger is necessary. We 
do not train raw recruits on the field of 
battle, nor can we thrust untrained 
Christians out into the midst of the 
world without proper preparation. But 
the whole point is that we must keep 
always in mind the goal toward which 
we are training. We must allow, even 
urge, a freer and more active contact 
with the world around, as young Chris- 
tians grow, so that they can try their 
weapons a bit and feel something of 
the danger and thrill of battle. And 
we must expect that by adolescence, or 
within a few years of conversion, they 
will be ready to move out on their own 
as sheep in the midst of wolves, but 
sheep so dependent on their Shepherd 
that the wolves cannot harm them but 
are rather themselves drawn to ask for 
the miracle of being made into sheep. 

But someone asks: “What shall we do 
with the words, ‘Be ye not unequallv 
yoked together with unbelievers,’ and, 
‘Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate’”? Admittedly these words do 
appear to sanction an isolationist type 


* He was “tempted in all points like as we are,” 
but His temptations from the fi arose peer _ 
of others, since He Himself possessed 
nature. See Peter’s words in Matthew 16: 21 28 Po 
a case in point. 
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of separation. But they only appear to do 
so. Carefully considered, they lend strong 
support to the sheep-among-wolves con- 
cept we believe our Lord wants His own 
to follow. 

Take the matter of the yoke, for ex- 
ample. This is a clear reference to 
Deuteronomy 22:10, where the people 
of God were warned: “Thou shalt not 
plow with an ox and an ass together.” 
This was because of the differing natures 
of the two beasts, the ass customarily 
walking much faster than the ox, and 
reacting differently to various com- 
mands. It would be exceedingly fretful 
to both beasts to be yoked together, and 
little could be accomplished. But noth- 
ing was said against an ass and an ox 
associating together or being placed in 
the same pasture, watering and feeding 
together, etc. It was the “yoke” that was 
forbidden,. for it involved a union of 
forces which neither animal was free 
to break voluntarily. 

So Christians may associate freely with 
unbelievers, even to joining clubs and 
associations where their mutual inter- 
ests meet, as long as such association 
does not commit them legally or morally 
to some act or practice from which a 
mere word of dissent could not excuse 
them. Marriage is such a yoke, for it 
involves legal commitments beyond the 
mere will of the individual. Churches 
have rightly held that this passage for- 
bids the marriage of Christian and non- 
Christian. A business partnership may 
likewise be such a yoke, though under 
most circumstances an employer-em- 
ployee relationship cannot be considered 
so. There are border-line areas here 
where each person must be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind, and others 
remember that “to his own master a 
man standeth or falleth.” 

As to the command, “Come out from 
among them, and be ye separate,” the 
key word here is “separate.” This is the 
Greek word, aphorizo, which can mean 
to remove physically, as in Galatians 
2:12, “he withdrew and separated: him- 
self.” But it can also mean, to render 
distinct, as when Paul speaks of him- 
self as “separated from my mother’s 
womb.” He was not physically removed 
from humanity but marked out as 
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distinct and different. This is the root 
meaning of the word: to mark off from 
others by boundaries, as when one des- 
ignates a-certain part of a garden for 
flowers, another part for vegetables, a 
third for vines, etc. The parts are not 
physically removed from one another 
but are rendered distinct. So the Scrip- 
ture may be paraphrased: “Do not be 
like others, but be distinct, etc.” Chris- 
tians could well remember the words of 
Thoreau: “If I do not seem to keep 
step with others, it is because I am 
listening to another drumbeat.” 

We must keep step with that “other 
drumbeat” at all costs. But we must 
remember that when our Commander 
walked in tune with it here in this 
world, it did not prevent Him from 
eating and drinking with publicans and 
sinners, or from being known as “the 
friend of sinners.” God has called us to 
be distinct but not to be distasteful. We 
are to be separated unto God but not 
separated from others. We must de- 
liberately seek the place “where cross 
the crowded ways of man,” and there 
sing: “In the cross of Christ I glory.” 
That is the place of danger but it is the 
place our Lord wants us to be—as sheep 
in the midst of wolves. Only when we 
are in that place shall we be able to 
fulfil our commission: “As the Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you.” 


THE CONQUEST OF FEAR 
(Continued from page 11) 


measure in which we dwell in His per- 
fect love fear is cast out. We may, if we 
so choose, experience none of His love 
and much fear; we can (and often do) 
choose that a measure of His love and 
some of our fears co-exist; or we can 
yield everything to Him and know all 
fear swept away by the inflow of divine 
love. 

Dr. Ironside used to tell the story of 
playing bears at home with his son, the 
doctor representing the bear chasing the 
boy. One day the excitement became 
rather too intense, and the boy, being 
cornered, became frightened for a mo- 
ment and hid his face. Then, whipping 
round and throwing himself into his 
father’s arms he said, “I’m not afraid of 
you, you’re not a bear you're my 
daddy!” 

We may reverently say it is a wonder- 
ful day for any human being when he 
ceases to try to run away from God and 
to hide his face from Him and His pur- 
poses, and instead casts himself into the 
everlasting arms with the cry, “You are 
not a bear, you’re my Heavenly Father!” 
That is the conquest of fear when per- 
fect love (and isn’t the love of our 
Heavenly Father perfect?) casts it out! 
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EDITORIAL 


(Continued from page 10) 

charge his obligation but which involves 
others with him in two different ways. 
He told me that he was but the chair- 
man of the committee and that when 
the committee met the decisions were 
made and he did no more than execute 
them. Then he continued, “The con- 
servatives are eligible to come, but they 
do not come to the meetings. Thus it 
is that the liberals make all the de- 
cisions.” 

This gave me a slow burn. The 
negligence of the conservatives was caus- 
ing a great imbalance in the available 
religious material available in a pagan 
land. Let’s put it this way: Suppose the 
boards of the denominations assign a 
hundred thousand dollars for literature 
in this particular land. The money is 
handed over without any strings what- 
soever to a national committee. The 
committee meets, and perhaps ninety-five 
percent of the moncy goes to produce 
advanced liberal theological works be- 
cause of conservative isolationism. Now 
if the conservatives attended the meet- 
ings they would undoubtedly obtain 


money for conservative theological 
works. 
But, says some narrow soul, “They 


would be sitting down at a table with 
liberals and partaking of their evil 
deeds.” I believe such a conclusion is 
twaddle. If I were a doctor and knew 
that a certain group was handing out 
100 per cent of small-pox cultures, I 
would feel it the highest privilege and 
duty to join the group so that I could 
reduce the small-pox culture output 
to 60 per cent and get 40 per cent of 
vaccine into circulation. If anyone gets 
vaccinated the work is good for several 
years, while if someone gets really saved 
through evangelical literature they are 
saved for life. Let every conservative 
do everything he possibly can to dim- 
inish the quantity of poison that is 
being circulated between the covers of 
books and set out the truth of God 
which can make men free. 

We must hold fast to the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in all its divine 
fullness and scriptural purity. And if 
our stand is certain and unshaken, we 
will never be misunderstood. I believe 
that the conservatives who take such an 
attitude will find that many whom they 
have thought liberal are more _ inter- 
ested in conservatism—with love—than 
in liberalism. It is conservatism without 
love that has caused too many divisions. 
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TYPHOON LILLIAN 
(Continued from page 9) 


for Lillian to do. There were other 
plague spots that needed reaching with 
Christ. In Taipei there is a place for 
men over fifty who are queer, deformed, 
or crazy. The aftermath of war created 
a problem of homeless boys. The au- 
thorities put these boys in part of this 
terribie place as a prison. One day 
Lillian stumbled upon the place while 
looking up a missing boy. The guards 
would not let her in. She came back with 
several packages of old Christmas cards 
(she gets tens of thousands of them after 
you folk are through with them and has 
a Chinese Scripture verse printed on 
each). The guards have children, and 
they were delighted at the thought of 
taking these cards to their homes. She 
got her boy, and that was the beginning. 
Mrs. Dickson has processed more than 
one hundred fifty of these boys through 
the red tape of police records and now 
has them back in their own homes or in 
her orphanage if they have no homes. 
Bob Pierce saw what was being done 
and went back to the United States and 
raised the money to build the boys’ 
home. 

The prison was a mudhole. Mrs. Dick- 
son brought some workmen, who laid 
a cement walk across the yard, while the 
authorities stood by and watched. She 
brought other men to whitewash one or 
two of the shacks. By now she had the 
run of the outer quarters, though there 
were inner rooms where she had never 
gone. Then one day a Mennonite mis- 
sionary visiting the place with her said 
to her, “Let’s blunder through as though 
we had lost our way.” So they went on 
and on till they came to a horrible place 
where there was a room full of insane 
men. Sitting at a table was a little boy 
of eight. Lillian tells the story: “His 
face was sad. I do not think I ever saw 
so much sadness. . . .” She stopped and 
then went on, “He was so sad. He had 
double club feet. We lifted him up and 
carried him out. He couldn’t walk. He 
was scared. He was so scared, and he was 
only a bag of bones. We took him to the 
mission hospital, and after days of good 
food and a clean bed we said to him, 
‘Do you want to go back?’ He was still 
frightened, and he did not look at us, 
but he reached down and ran his hand 
along the sheets of his bed—the only 
sheets he had ever seen—and said, “This 
bed is very soft.’ Finally I got the mis- 
sion doctor to look at him. The doctor 
operated and straightened both his feet. 
When the operation was over, he had to 
have special care, so we took him to our 
own home for more than a year. Now 
he walks very well and is in the boys’ 
home.” 

She went on, “Little by little we 
learned the boy’s story. He lived in a 
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village down the island. His parents 
were dead. One day his older brother 
carried him to Taichung, left him on the 
sidewalk, and ran away.. Two blind 
beggars found him and made him their 
slave, tying him with ropes and making 
him crawl like a dog along the sidewalk 
in front of them. The police finally got 
him and sent him to a government 
orphanage. The orphanage didn’t want 
him because he couldn’t walk. The 
police then put him in the boys’ prison 
in Taipei, but the prison officials didn’t 
want him because he couldn’t work; so 
they put him in the last dirty hole with 
the crazy men and left him to die. It was 
there that Christ found him.” 

“The wind blows where it wills.” So 
is the working of the Holy Spirit. One 
day Lillian on her way home from a 
visit to the children’s prison, passed by 
one of the government orphanages. She 
felt an irresistable urge to stop—it was 


what she calls “an angel’s push on the 
shoulder.” Walking through the wards, 
she found a little girl who was almost 
dead. The orphanage people said she 
was going to die and let Mrs. Dickson 
walk out with her. She took the child ‘ 
straight to the mission hospital and 
secured care for her. The child began to— 
get well. The orphanage sent word to 
Mrs. Dickson: “If that baby gets well, 
you can’t bring her back here. She is 
a leper’s child.” 

The baby did get well, and she is a 
beautiful child. Mrs. Dickson said, 
“What was I to do with her? You can’t 
throw a child in the street; you can’t 
take her to a leper colony to get leprosy. 
No orphanage would take her. There 
was no Christian orphanage for girls. 
So”—and with Lillian talking there was 
no other possible end to the sentence— 
“we brought her here to our house.” 
The child remained there for a year: 
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One day at the leprosarium Lillian 
met a beautiful young Chinese woman 
who was there as a patient. This young 
woman had been a school teacher on the 
mainland and was a part of the flood of 
three million Chinese who succeeded in 
reaching Formosa, blown there by the 
Communist storm. A spot of leprosy was 
discovered on her thigh. Her child was 
taken away, and her husband left her 
forever. Educated, refined, and charm- 
ing, she was thrown into the leper 
colony. Lillian became this woman’s 
friend and learned her story. There were 
details that proved beyond question the 
astonishing revelation that Lillian was 
able to make to the mother. You can 
well imagine the scene when she could 
say to her, “I have your child.” The 
angel who had pushed Lillian on the 
shoulder to reach the baby girl had now 
pushed her on the other shoulder and 
brought the child to the mother. 

Every care was given to the mother. 
She was intelligent and took the medi- 
cine as she was told so that her case was 
arrested, and she was ultimately pro- 
nounced cured. But where was she to 
go? Who would give a job to a woman 
who had just come out of a leper 
colony? Just at this time the Dicksons 
went back to America on furlough. 
Lillian went into the offices of Dan 
Poling and asked for some of the money 
which he raises for orphanages through 
his journal. Dan Poling was adamant— 
“I have too many irons in the fire; I am 
not going into leper work.” How well 
I understand him. Later Lillian went 
back again. This time he said to her, 
“You must have been praying. Here is 
a letter in the mail announcing a legacy 
to be used for leprosy work. Take it 
now, and use it for the home you want.” 
So a home was secured to which women 
whose cases were arrested could go 
and live until work could be obtained 
for them. People would hire someone 
from a home but not from a leper 
colony. Today the mother .and her 
daughter are happily reunited. It is 
their picture that is published here. 

And a picture of Lillian? She is about 
five feet tall with a round face that is 
not long free from a beaming smile. 
There is animation that is more than 
beauty, and a sense of humor ever 
bubbling. From speaking Chinese for 
so many years her voice has the slightly 
metallic edges of the oriental tongue— 
even when she speaks in English— and 
every few sentences her speech is punctu- 
ated by a rising laugh that is half a 
chuckle. We drove for five hours with 
her into the center for Formosa and 
back again for five hours on another 
day. I took so many notes that I grew 
dizzy from writing as her Chinese driver 
swung around the curves. 

Several years ago in Philadelphia, a 
handsome Chinese doctor came to 
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Tenth Church. He was from this island 
and was doing graduate work at the 
University of Pennsylvania hospital and 
medical school. Bob Finley of Focus 
(Fellowship of Overseas College and 
University Students) brought Dr. Sia to 
our home for a day’s outing. When we 
said goodby, I did not know where we 
would next meet. He _ returned - to 
Taiwan and was offered the medical 
direction of more than one hospital. 
This devoted doctor (who is also a 
graduate of the theological seminary and 
an ordained Presbyterian minister) 
steadfastly refused the lucrative offers 
and went to a small town a‘few miles 
inland from the center of the east coast. 
There he began his practice in his own 
little hospital, serving his people and 
preaching Christ. 

It was not long before this doctor 
sought the help of Lillian Dickson. The 
mountain people, speaking no Chinese, 
were coming down for help. The inci- 
dence of tuberculosis was frightfully 
high, and something should be done 
about it if at all possible. Lillian went 
to the authorities, but they informed her 
that nothing could be done. This was 
a problem the government could not 
touch. To attempt anything would be 
like taking a bucketful of water from 
the ocean. But Lillian told us, “I had 
to take a bucketful for Christ’s sake.” 
We drove from the coast for more than 
an hour into the center of the island. 
The wide, paved road gave way to a 
single-width paved road, and that in 
turn gave way to a gravel road. We 
went across high swinging bridges and 
finally turned near a great heathen 
temple to climb a little road which led 
to a flat piece of land about six acres 
in extent. Ten huts of bamboo and 
whitewashed mud construction with 
cement floors were ranged about the 
open square in the center. Each hut 
housed twenty people. Scores of emaci- 
ated patients came out to greet us wanly, 
a dozen or two of which were children. 
All of these were patients in this rest 
colony. We did not see the main home 
for TB work. Lillian has two hundred 
people in America who are giving six 
U. S. dollars a month to endow a bed 
and keep someone here as the “guest of 
Christ.” She hopes for one thousand 
who will join the Lord in playing host. 

We drove on down the road to a 
clinic of solid brick construction. We 
crossed the drainage ditch at the edge 
of the road, passed through a neat 
garden, and approached the building. 
It is about thirty by sixty feet, divided 
into three parts. One of the thirty by 
twenty sections we saw filled the next 
morning with about one hundred 
twenty patients who were listening to 
the last moments of the morning de- 
votions as a neighboring pastor preached 
to them. On our first visit here, in the 
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late afternoon, this chapel waiting room 
was empty. The second section, filled 
with drug supplies and records, wash- 
up basins, and other clinic parapher- 
nalia, was also empty. Going outside we 
peered through the large window of the 
third room and saw Dr. Sia and three 
nurses, gowned and masked, intently 
bending over a patient who was under- 


going a major abdominal operation. 
When the operation was over, the pa- 
tient was merely moved to the other end 
of the operating room. There was no 
place else. Clinic buildings for such ' 
patients are not yet built—the ground is 
there, but the money isn’t. This clinic - 
had been built brick by brick as the 
money came in so that Dr. Sia could be 








We are looking for good novels, 





HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! 


THAT’S WHAT WE GIVE NEW AUTHORS! THIS IS HOW WE DO IT! YOUR BOOK GETS: 
@ Crack EDITING @ Pinpoint PROMOTION @ Complete PUBLICITY IN YOUR AREA @ REVIEWS 


in key periodicals. @ ne sender AND APPEARANCE that will make you w groves of YOUR BOOK. 
poetry, non-fiction, rel 
juveniles, drama. Send your manuscript WITHOUT DELA 


GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS, INC. Atten: MR. GRAHAM 489 Fifth Ave. N. Y. 17, N. Y. 


jous manuscripts, apuaties work, 
for prompt and Re evaluation to: 














PRAISE THE LORD 


THE NEW HCJB 





ba. Ste ale y 


30,000 


WATT 
seseaemalins 


apie 2 














*eeeececeeee 6€teoeeeese te 6 §$ F&F Fe GF 


1 ON THE AIR | 


@eeaeneaeeeevnestevoe Cte ate ©G HR HOE HHH SH FE 








4.4 af 


Yer Ae ey ae ae 


Heralding Christ Jesus Blessings 
from QUITO, ECUADOR 


Ve neice Ae gadis teas oh 


Listen in and rejoice—There’s more power in the tower 
Tune shortwave for English programs—29:00-12:00 p.m. E.S.T. 


31 meters (night) 


19 meters (day) 





YOUR THANKSGIVING OFFERING NOW WILL HELP PURCHASE 
THE NEW DIESEL GENERATOR urgently required for larger power 
output for the first 50,000 watt transmitter plus the companion 
station now under construction and the five present stations. 











For international program schedule and “Call of the Andes” write 


HCJB, TALCOTTVILLE, CONN., U.S.A. 





51 











SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS! 











ONE ... Start with the finest, purest in- 
gredients available: Christ-centered, soul-win- 
ning ASSU Lesson Helps. 

{WO «+» Mix carefully all week with 
equal parts of prayer and study. ’ 
CE. «s Season to the taste of your 
pupils with illustrations appropriate to their 
age and interests. ASSU materials give you 
helps here. 
OUI 22: Serve on time Sunday 
morning. Be there early to welcome your 
pupils to the best lesson they've ever lis- 


to. 

, eveaeeaee 
Sunday school papers—to keep your class 
interested all week. 

YES, ASSU LESSON HELPS TAKE THE 
GUESSWORK OUT OF TEACHING. 

Send for our free sample Sunday school 
kit. Write Dept. E11 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








BE A BETTER SUPERINTENDENT. USE 
THE IMPROVED AND LARGER SIZE 
SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE FOR 1957 
@ program plans for each Sunday 
@ monthly outline for workers’ con- 
ference @ comments on lesson and 
home study suggestions @ a prayer for 
each Sunday @ ruled pages for handy 
records @ ten other wonderful helps 
(Based on Uniform International S.S. 
Lessons) Not a Commentary 
92 eagee sachet size—red 
flexible cover, 75 cents 
Order from: 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut St. Dept. ESG Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


World Gospel Crusades 


Mrs. Chas. E. Cowman, President 
Will you help us spread the 
Wanton Saupandt John 
and Bible tacos by mail? 
Gospel Crusades is 
entirely a service organization to existing evangel- 
ical churches, missions and agencies working for 
the evangelization of “‘all men everywhere.” 

Great work going on 
4,000 reached in Brazil, 138,000 “Light of Life 
Lessons” enrollees in India. 400,000 Is of 
John furnished revival in Portugal. Your prayers 
and interest earnestly entreated. 

Get FREE bulletin—Write: 

9.0. Box 9812--E, les Feliz Sta, Los Angeles 27, Calif. 


52 

















able to expand his charitable work for 
Christ. No fees are charged here. There 
is a resident M.D. (salary $56 U. S. a 
month). Dr. Sia comes up the mountain 
three days a week, and the resident doc- 
tor and nurses carry on the rest of the 
time. Lillian comes up once a week, four 
hours by ‘train and an hour by car, com- 
forting, smiling, touching the sick, and 
bringing money to pay the bills for rice, 
medicine, and other expenses—the 
the money which she gets from the Lord 
through friends at home. 


It has been about twenty hours since 
I started writing this article. Typhoon 
Wanda began blowing with gale force 
last night. Rains slash horizontally at 
our building. The trees bow fearfully 
before the great fury. Our Chinese room 
boy said, “This no or’inary typhoon. 
This werry big wind.” He pointed out 
the window, and we took our binoculars 
and began to look at the wreckage. As 
far as the eye can see the country is 
one vast lake. We watch the rescue boats 
taking people from high spots to which 
they have fled. We see one house dis- 
appear in the flood. The wreckage on 
one railroad line lies where it has been 
washed out, and we follow it for half 
a mile where no train will go for many 
days. 

In the province of God we are 
marooned here, and I have been able 
to take my notes and memories while 
they are fresh and put them down here. 
Another day has passed. The morning 
paper reports seventeen dead and ten 
thousand homeless. The people are re- 
turning sadly to their flooded fields and 
homes. Our prayer is that Typhoon 
Lillian, borne by the Holy Wind, will 
long blow blessings upon those who are 
despised and rejected of men. “Inas- 
much as you have done it unto one of 
the least of these, my brethren, you have 
done it unto me.” ? 

It would not be fair to all the other 
missionaries if we stopped just here. A 
typhoon makes headlines simply be- 
cause it is a typhoon. Lillian Dickson 
wants me to say that there are many 
other winds blowing on this island. We 
have seen some of them, and some of 
them we have not seen. We had defi- 
nitely planned to go twenty miles into 
the country to see the Happy Mount 
Leprosy Colony, which is entirely a 
Christian institution. Here Joy Lester 
and Dorothy Harris, M.D., of Phila- 
delphia, have been loaned by the China 
Inland Mission to the work at Pa Li, 
Tan Shui (it even sounds intriguing!), 
and we could undoubtedly write a story 
about their work and other works and 
yet others. Little breezes bring great 
comfort on warm days, and the Lord 
has His little breezes by the thousands. 
“The wind bloweth where it listeth.” 





IF MAN REACHES MARS 
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It leaves this problem, as it leaves most 
problems of the same genre, to the prog- 
ress of science for a solution, if of course 
any solution is eventually forthcoming. 
Hence if life like our own is ever dis- 
covered elsewhere, Christian faith will 
not be undermined nor will the Word of 
God be demonstrated untrue. Why not? 
Revelation is completely silent on this 
point. It invites science to speak, pro- 
vided science is some day able to speak 
authoritatively. 

Precisely at this juncture it may be ap- 
propriate to remind ourselves of what 
the Bible teaches concerning our earth 
and its relationship to the entire cosmos. 
This seems in order since ideas prevail 
regarding this matter which are grossly 
unscriptural. ‘The truth is this: the Bible 
is far from being geocentric in its at- 
titude or provincial in its perspective. 
The truth is this: the Bible does not as- 
sert by any means that man is the only 
intelligent and personal being in cosmic 
immensity. The truth is this: the Bible 
asserts that there are vast multitudes of 
non-human beings, both intelligent and 
personal, inhabiting ranges of reality 
which elude the telescope and micro- 
scope. These beings, incorporeal in na- 
ture, are the angels and demons, great 
hierarchies of benign and evil spirits. 
And while the Bible fails to tell us much 
about them, thus gratifying our curiosity, 
it does tell us that without exception 
all of these creatures are vitally con- 
cerned about the insignificant planet on 
which we live. Indeed, when we study 
what is revealed about the relationship 
of our planet to the cosmos and these 
spirit creatures, three tremendously en- 
grossing truths stand out. 

For one thing, this insignificant planet 
is the object of cosmic interest. It is the 
theater of the universe! Angels and de- 
mons alike observe with fascination the 
things which are occurring here, not the 
world-shaking events which furnish ma- 
terial for the historians, but the things 
which pertain to the outworking of 
divine salvation. The demons hope for 
the frustration of God’s redemptive pur- 
poses; the angels hope that those pur- 
poses will see a glorious fulfillment. 
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Does all of this seem fantastic? Then 
listen to First Peter, chapter one and 
verse twelve: “Unto whom it was re- 
vealed, that not unto themselves, but 
unto us they did minister the things, 
which are now reported unto you by 
them that have preached the gospel unto 
you with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven; which things the angels 
desire to look into.” Listen also to First 
Corinthians, chapter four and _ verse 
nine: “For I think that God hath set 
forth us the apostles last, as it were ap- 
pointed to death: for we are made a 
spectacle unto the world, and to angels, 
and to men.” And listen once more to 


Luke, chapter fifteen’and verse ten, a ; 


text embedded in that trio of matchless 
parables told by Jesus, His stories of the 
lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost 
son: “Likewise, I say unto you, there is 
joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth.” What 
else do these passages declare except 
that our earth is the object of angelic 
interest? It is the very theater of the uni- 
verse where the drama of redemption is 
played out before a fascinated audience, 
the angels hoping for man’s redemption, 
the demons hoping for his eternal judg- 
ment. 

For a second thing, this insignificant 
planet is the center of cosmic struggle. 
It is the battleground of the universe! 
Against God and man are arrayed hosts 
of spiritual beings, evil creatures at once 
intelligent and personal, attempting to 
defeat the ends of love and mercy. 
Aligned with God and man are the 
angelic beings, attempting to further 
the objectives of grace and righteous- 
ness. That, surely, is Paul’s definite 
teaching in Ephesians, chapter six, 
verses eleven and twelve: “Put on the 
whole armor of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.” And how 
do these evil beings attempt to defeat 
God’s purpose? Under the guidance and 
empowering of a malignant leader,. a 
mind without a heart, they try to blind 
human understanding to the truth (II 
Corinthians 4:4), snatching away the 
seed of the gospel as soon as it is pro- 
claimed, diverting the attention of men 
by the alluring vanities of this life (Luke 
8:12). Consequently, unbelievable as it 
mav strike some of us, the fate of the 
cosmos is being decided here on our 
earth. It is the battleground of the uni- 
verse. 

For a third thing, this insignificant 
planet is the source of cosmic blessing. 
It is the schoolhouse of the universe! By 
observing the things which transpire in 
the experience of humanity, angels and 
demons are undergoing instruction with 
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respect to the goodness, power, and grace 
of God. Does this too seem fantastic? 
Perhaps so. But what about Ephesians 
chapter three and verse ten? “To the 
intent that now unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church the manifold wis- 
dom of God.” The precise meaning of 
this text may lie beyond our grasp, yet 
it assuredly affirms that non-human be- 
ings are now learning pivotal lessons 
about God by watching the drama of 
redemption unfold on our earth. The 
angels, as they come to new depths of 
understanding, are inspired to new love, 


new adoration, new obedience. Even the 
demons realize the truth of divine mercy 
and -power, a truth which apparently 
they fiercely repress. But one of these 
days, in keeping with the prophecy of ' 
the second chapter of Philippians, verses 
nine through eleven, they too will re- 
cite their lesson letter-perfect! “Where- 
fore God also hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above 
every name: That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; And that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.” So our 
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earth is the schoolhouse of the universe. 

In short, this insignificant planet, 
while a speck of dust spatially, is the 
very hub of the cosmos spiritually, the 
theater of the universe, the battleground 
of the universe, and the schoolhouse of 
the universe. 

Now all of this prompts and permits 
a conjecture. There may be other earths. 
If so, they may be inhabited by non- 
human beings at once intelligent and 
personal, though neither angelic or de- 


; mon. They may be rebels against God. 








They may, therefore, need redemption. 
Yet evidently no other redemption has 
been or will be provided for them except 
the redemption made through Jesus 
Christ. Granted that they do not belong 
to our race and that our Lord did not— 
and could not—die for them as He did 
for us; nevertheless, the healing, forgiv- 
ing, saving influence of His cross is not 
limited exclusively to our earth. Quite 
the reverse! Jesus Christ is the cosmic 
Savior according to Paul: His death 
radiatés grace and mercy and love to the 
ends of God’s creation. Is this a piece 
of pious mythology or a bit of unwar- 
tanted speculation? Scarcely so in view 
of Colossians, chapter one and verse 
twenty: “And, having made peace 
through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself; by 
him, I say, whether they be things in 
earth, or things in heaven.” Once more, 
the staggering implications of the Paul- 
ine statement may elude our grasp. But 
its central meaning is luminous. Heaven- 
ly beings, creatures other than human, 
are somehow benefiting by our Lord’s 
sacrifice. That much is sure. May we 
not, then, use this text as the founda- 
tion for a daring venture of sanctified 
theorizing? Perhaps the message of aton- 
ing love may, in some as yet unimagin- 
able fashion, be communicated to any 
other beings like ourselves elsewhere in 
the universe, provided they exist and 
exist in a state of sin. And the marvel 
of divine compassion revealed at Cal- 
vary may so grip their minds and hearts 
as to bring them to trust God, obev 
God, and serve God in obedience and 
gratitude. All of this, it must be re-em- 
phasized, is conjecture. Yet, if beings 
somewhat like unto ourselves are ever 
discovered elsewhere in the cosmos, we 
need not abandon our Christian faith. 
We need not scrap our theology. We 
need not discard our Bible. Even if a 
visitor from Mars lands some night at 
LaGuardia Field in New York—the like- 
lihood is that no such event will take 
place—we can still accept the gospel as 
the infallible truth of God. For the 
Bible, bear in mind, says nothing which 
militates against this conjecture; indeed 
the biblical teaching with respect to 
angelic and demonic beings allows the 
kind of reverent speculation which is 
here projected. 


ll 


Let us turn now to the second ques- 
tion which was proposed at the outset. 
Suppose we assume that there are in- 
habited planets elsewhere in the cosmos. 
Suppose we also assume that some day, 
winged by ingenious equipment, we cross 
interstellar space and reach one of those 
planets. Granting these two colossal as- 
sumptions, a pertinent question arises. 
Will such an achievement revolutionize 
human nature? It will undeniably push 
back the limits of human experience, 
but will it in any significant way revo- 
lutionize human nature? 

Today scientists no longer regard 
travel to the moon or Mars or even be- 
yond that as a crack-brained dream. No, 
they view it as lying well within the 
confines of theoretical possibility. Yet 
they likewise stress the enormous diff- 
culties which must be overcome before 
man can play hop-scotch among the 
planets, difficulties prodigious enough to 
daunt a Baron Munchausen. First, be- 
fore a projectile able to conquer space 
is constructed technical problems of in- 
credible complexity require solution, if 
indeed they are soluble. Second, if by 
dint of human genius such a projectile 
is successfully devised, it must cross mil- 
lions of miles to reach the nearest planet, 
passing through frigid emptiness where 
it may be bombarded by penetrating 
solar rays or struck by a stray meteorite. 
Third, regardless of how fast that pro- 
jectile travels, it will take a long time 
to arrive anywhere. One plan, for in- 
stance, calls for a round-trip to Mars 
which will occupy three-years—including 
a Martian stop-over of 449 days! So the 
obstacles are simply tremendous. But 
who can tell? They may yet be overcome. 
Who knows? The Stars and Stripes may 
yet flutter from a flagpole on Mars! 

One other problem must be faced. 
however. What will be the emotional 
reaction of any crew which eventually 
pushes out the frontiers of human life 
to other worlds? Well, our intrepid ex- 
plorers, if they reach Mars, will be com- 
pelled to build intricate structures out- 
side which they cannot survive. And 
what will they do there except conduct 
scientific research as, under strictest 
surveillance, they occasionally venture 
forth in their space-suits? Boredom. 
monotony, and tension will be inevit- 
able. And on top of that will be the 
haunting anxiety and awareness of a 
lonely isolation perhaps too great for 
man’s imagination to endure. In short. 
the emotional reaction may be devastat- 
ing. 

But, since we are engaging in specu- 
lation, Jet us assume further that our 
psychologists condition picked crews to 
adjust themselves to even this strange. 
distant, cramping environment. Suppose 
man becomes a semi-domesticated deni- 
zen of Mars or some more remote body. 
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Will that stupendous achievement make 
any essential difference in human nature? 
[ think not. It will make a difference in 
the range of human experience; I empha- 
size that fact once more. ‘Think of what 
we may discover about the structure of 
our universe; conjecture what we may 
learn, especially if there are intelligent 
beings like ourselves with a different 
history and culture. The situation, with 
some modifications of course, will be a 
repetition of the early contacts between 
the Indians of the New World and the 
inhabitants of the Old World after the 
epochal voyage of Christopher Colum- 
bus. Yet for all of that I am sure the 
conquest of space will make no essential 
difference in human nature. A month 
after our descendants land on Mars (if 
they ever do!), or much sooner than that, 
it will be glaringly apparent that man on 
Mars or elsewhere in space will be tne 
same as man on earth. His environment 
may be amazingly different; his nature 
will be dismayingly unchanged. Man on 
Mars or in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, will 
have the same burdens, problems, fears, 
temptations, longings, frustrations and 
sins. Man on Saturn or in San Francisco, 
California, will continue to quarrel and 
fight. Man on Uranus or in Eureka, Kan- 
sas, will be self-centered and self-seeking 
and with no power to effect the self- 
healing of his selfishness. Man on Pluto 
or in Paris will be troubled by greed and 
anger and lust. Dr. Richardson cheerfully 
admits this. Recognizing that human de- 
sires will not be metamorphosed by a 
long trip across space, he offers a sugges- 
tion which out-Kinsey’s Kinsey. “Can we 
expect men to work efficiently on Mars 
for five years without women? Family 
life would be impossible under the con- 
ditions that prevail. Imagine the result 
of allowing a few wives to set up house- 
keeping in the colony! After a few weeks 
the place would be a shambles. To put 
it bluntly, may it not be necessary for 
the success of the project to send some 
nice girls to Mars at regular intervals 
to relieve tensions and promote morale? 
. .. Is it not conceivable that in an en- 
tirely alien environment survival will 
produce among other thinks a sexual 
culture—shocking on earth—which will 
be entirely ‘moral’ judged by extrater- 
restrial standards?” So, Dr. Richardson 
being witness, man will have the same 
desires on Mars as he now has on earth. 
There will be the same temptations with 
respect to the flesh, and the same tempta- 
tions with respect to the spirit—pride, 
egocentricity, and self-will. Yes, and there 
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will be the same urge to find meaning | 


in existence, the same.urge to pray, the 
same urge to experience the peace which 


passeth all understanding through faith | 


in God, forgiveness by God, and fellow- 
ship with God. 

Distance in itself will not change hu- 
man nature in the least, even if the dis- 
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tance be millions and millions of miles 
across empty space. For distance in it- 
self, however great that distance may be, 
does not remove a man from himself and 
thus change his nature. You know how 
a person struggling with a desperate 
life-situation may resolve to pack his 
suitcase and leave all trouble behind. 
But what if he goes to South Africa or 


| the French Riviera or Sun Valley, Idaho? 





The tragic thing is that—philosophers 


| like to label it the egocentric predica- 


ment—no matter how far he travels or 
where he goes, man always takes him- 
self along. And unless he can somehow 
be changed inwardly, no external change 
avails to make him different. That is 
why man on Mars or elsewhere will need 
the very gospel which we need here and 
now. 

Man on Mars or elsewhere will need 
the very gospel which brought salvation 
to a tough British soldier. Running away 
from home as a boy, he had steadily 
gone from bad to worst until, apparent- 
ly an incorrigible reprobate, he had com- 
mitted every sin imaginable and been 
given up by his officers as a hopeless 


| case. But a compassionate captain took 
| that soldier, made him an orderly, and 
| gradually by the sheer force of under- 


standing love changed him into a differ- 
ent man. One day in battle the soldier 
was seriously wounded protecting his 
captain and friend, wounded beyond 
human help. And as the final darkness 
settled down upon his eyes, by a strange 
whim of memory, back to the mind of 
that soldier, redeemed by understand- 
ing love, came the words of prayer 
which his mother had taught him as a 
child. Gasping for breath like a boy at 
the end of exhausting hours of play he 
laboriously wheezed out the lines: 


“The day is done, Oh God the Son, 
Look down upon Thy little one. 

O Light of light, keep me this night 
And shed around Thy presence bright.” 
And on the face of that soldier there 
dawned the very radiance of heaven as 
in choking he whispered: 

“I need not fear if Thou art near, 

Thou art my Saviour kind and dear, 
So happily and peacefully 

I lay me down to rest in Thee.” 

And with that he passed out of time 
and space into the presence of Jesus, re- 
deemed by a Love that on the cross en- 


| dured death for guilty sinners. 


Whether in some time to come men 


; cross space and land on Mars is really 





incidental. What will matter as long as 
time endures and no matter where in the 
cosmos man may journey is the certainty 
that sin has been forgiven by faith in 
Jesus Christ crucified and resurrected. 
What will always matter supremely is 
the certainty that beyond time and space 
there is for redeemed sinners eternal life 
and unending joy with God. Enp 
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